“Blue Tattoo:  Dina’s Story, Joes’s Song”

Suggested Teacher’s Guide For Educational Unit: Grades 7-12 
The film “Blue Tattoo: Dina’s Story, Joe’s Song is based on the life of Holocaust survivor Dina Jacobson, of Elmira, NY and the song "Blue Tattoo," written about her by acclaimed folksinger Joe Crookston, of nearby Ithaca.  By conveying the experience of one survivor through the art of film and music, the educational unit reaches students on a personal level in a way no textbook possibly could.  
This Teacher’s Guide accompanies the fully integrated PowerPoint presentation.  The presentation  includes 
· background information

· a specially edited version of the film 
· discussion items
· classroom activities 

· supplemental material 
All components of the unit can be downloaded from the website http://www.hrcbuffalo.org/blue-tattoo/ or the “Teachers” page at www.bluetattoofilm.com.
You can also download an editable version of the Presentation if you would like to customize with changes, additions or deletions.

The unit can be adapted and modified to suit the time available, although a minimum class period of 40 minutes is suggested.   Students should have a basic or introductory understanding of the Holocaust and the events surrounding WWII.  The unit is appropriate for grades 7-12.
“Blue Tattoo: Dina’s Story, Joe’s Song serves an important purpose.  Someday there will be no more Holocaust survivors left to tell their stories.  The film and song will help ensure that these stories will continue to be told so that atrocities such as The Holocaust never occur again.
Before the film – 
After advancing through the initial slides in the PowerPoint presentation, teachers may want to provide clarification on specific words or phrases that will appear in the film, including: 
     World War II

     Jewish People

     Eastern Europe

     Adolph Hitler

     Nazi Germany

     The Holocaust

     Concentration Camps
     Auschwitz

     Gas Chambers

     Survivors
     Emigrated to America
Teachers should invite students to jot down any other words or terms they are unfamiliar during the screening.
Watch the film –
When and where prompted in the PowerPoint presentation, simply click in the box to be taken to an online link to the film on Vimeo.  Refer to instructions on the slide if you have difficulty viewing the film or returning to the presentation.
After the film – 

Give the students an opportunity to express their reactions.
Go over any questions that they may have noted during the screening.
Suggestions for discussion:

Following are a series questions for in-class discussion and/or homework that are included in the PowerPoint presentation.  You may add to or modify as appropriate.
1) The movie began with a quote from Rudyard Kipling: “If history were taught in the form of stories, it 

            would never be forgotten.” Do you think this is true?  Why?
               How does this quote relate to the movie and song?  To Dina’s life?  
               Why is it important that history not be forgotten?
2) Describe your thoughts on hearing a song or seeing a film about history rather than reading it in a textbook.

3) The movie talks about “survivors.”  Give an example of a survivor.  Why is that a good word to describe Dina?

4) What does “identity” mean?  Who are the people and what are the things in your life that are important to you?  How would you feel if all those people and all your possessions were suddenly taken away?

               Concentration camp prisoners were given numbers tattooed on their arms to identify them by the        

               Nazis. Why do you think they did this? 
               How would you feel if the people around you completely stripped you of your identity?
5) Why does the movie end with the following quote by Holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel from his book, Night: “I swore never to be silent when human beings endure suffering and humiliation” 
            Describe a time when you or someone you know of spoke out against suffering and/or humiliation.    

            Explain how your action or the action of that other person might have made a positive difference.

Assignment:   Letter to Dina 
After watching the movie, you may invite students to write a fictional “Letter to Dina”, that includes their thoughts on the following:

· Why learning about her story is important…
· What two lessons of the Holocaust students might take from her experience…

· Any  personal thoughts they would like to share with Dina

Additional Projects:

Have students read one of the following books about people who survived the Holocaust.  Write about their story:


Night, by Elie Wiesel


Hiding, by Edith Kathy Kacer

All But My Life, by Gerda Klein

Flora: I was but a Child, by Flora Singer 
Write your own song, play or poem about someone you know or know of who has endured a significant hardship and because of that has been an inspiration to you.

Joe Crookston says that every person has a story to tell.  He interviews people and then writes songs about them.  Interview someone you know.   Ask him or her about a significant event in their life.  Make a creative presentation (song, story, poem, play, power point, etc.) about what you have learned
Supplemental Material: to hand out and discuss
Obituary:  Elmira Star Gazette, June 14,  2014
By Ray Finger

Holocaust survivor Dina Rosenberg Jacobson of Elmira, who shared her story in schools, colleges, synagogues and with community groups throughout the region, died Thursday at home. She was 92.

Mrs. Jacobson, who has lived in Elmira since 1950, is the subject of the film, Blue Tattoo: Dina’s Story, Joe’s Song that chronicles her three years in Auschwitz, a song by Ithaca singer-songwriter Joe Crookston that she inspired and testimonials by some of the 3,500 Vestal High School students she spoke to between 1994 and 2012.

The film’s title refers to the number 82779 that is tattooed on her left arm identifying her while she was at Auschwitz.

“Everybody lived minute to minute. Everybody was thinking every minute you were next to go to the gas chamber. You weren’t thinking to live; you were thinking to die,” Mrs. Jacobson said in an interview.

“I just existed. Nobody was a person there.  Nobody.  Every night, I go through everything again,” she said. “Auschwitz is always with me.”
She grew up in an Orthodox Jewish family in Libuchora in Eastern Poland, now part of Ukraine. Her parents, five siblings and a brother-in-law were killed during the Holocaust.

Mrs. Jacobson, her parents, sister and five brothers lived on a farm near Krakow, Poland, when the Nazis came in the night. She was left behind to help tend the fields for two months before being shipped to Auschwitz. One of her brothers survived, but she never saw the rest of her family again.

The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum estimates about 1.3 million people were sent Auschwitz while it operated from 1941 to 1945. That included 1.1 million Jews, of whom 960,000 were killed.  “Trains came with mothers with babies. The babies went straight to the crematorium,” Mrs. Jacobson said. “The women at the camp were meant to work, while the babies had no use to the Nazis. One mother didn’t want to give up the baby. They said, You can go with the baby.”
A member of Congregation Kol Ami in West Elmira, she said she went to the synagogue to pray, but not to God.  “I pray to my parents.” Mrs. Jacobson said. “God was not in Auschwitz.  A lot of people get upset about that, but to me, God was not there.  Six million died, and God was not there.”
An older brother and her late husband, Kalman, also survived concentration camps.

Like many other European Jews liberated from concentration camps, Mrs. Jacobson ended up in a displaced persons camp. She was in Feldafing, which the U.S. Army opened in Bavaria in May 1945. She met her late husband there, and their oldest child, Connie, was born there.

There will be no calling hours. Funeral services will be held 11 a.m. Sunday at Congregation Kol Ami, 1008 W. Water St. in West Elmira, Abraham Golos officiating.  Burial will follow at the Franklin Street Cemetery in Elmira. Funeral arrangements are by the Baker Family Funeral Home of Elmira.

In lieu of flowers, those wishing may make donations to Congregation Kol Ami or to the Special Olympics.

Lyrics to the song, “Blue Tattoo”
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY JOE CROOKSTON

"Yes, my darling 

I used to be a little girl like you 

I played with all the other kids too

Yes, my darling - yes, I used to be little like you

Well, darling

In a Polish town, half way around the world

Is where I lived when I was just a girl

On a farm, in a Polish town half way around the world

And I had you

And a strong will

We made our home in these New York hills

You sailed with me

I sailed with you

With a leather suitcase

Everything was new

That's a good question

We sailed to America because there was a war

When you're older I promise I'll tell you more

You see, darling, we sailed to America because there was a war

What’s a war, well…
It’s when people fight and things get really tough

That's all for now I've answered enough

My sweet daughter, war is when things get really tough

In the New York Harbor

As the ship pulled in

I held you close

We were starting over again

You sailed with me

I sailed with you

With a leather suitcase

I was 22

Yes, I had a family

But some people came and they took us from our farm 

And yes you're right my dear

Yes, that's a tattoo on my arm

I had a family, but some people came and took us from our farm

And still I wonder, but I don't know why

I was a lucky one to leave alive

You sailed with me 

I sailed with you

With a leather suitcase and this blue Tattoo

Darling, please,

No more questions for today

Why don't you go outside with the other kids and play

Darling please, 

No more questions today

And I had you and a strong will

We made our home in these New York Hills

You sailed with me

I sailed with you

With a leather suitcase and this blue tattoo."
Questions or Additional Material –
 Please contact the film producers at http://www.bluetattoofilm.com/contact.html
