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Editor's Note

Ellen Goldstein, Editor

May is a month of promise and memory. At least that is
how it is for me this year. | yearn for what Gerda Klein, z’l
(see page 27) called Promise of a New Spring, the title of one
of her books for children. | dream of a spring of peace, of joy,
of growing flowers and vegetables, of more community events
like celebrating Israel and small get-togethers, of life lived
to the fullest! Concerts, theatre, lectures, dinners together,
planting my summer crops!

And memory is ever-present this month as well. Mother’s
Day is May 8th,and | remember planting my first garden with
my mother, Arlene Goldstein, z’l. We also remember and pay
honor to those who died and survived the Holocaust on May
1 with a virtual Yom HaShoah (page 3). As we recall those
Survivors who are no longer with us, like dear Gerda, we also
remember their legacy and strive to continue their work here
on earth. Memorial Day is May 31, and as we see American
flags proudly displayed all over our community, we remember
that freedom isn’t free, and the price paid by many to ensure
our gift of freedom.

| look forward in particular to three community events
this month: Hillel of Buffalo’s 75th anniversary May 12 at UB
(see pages 6-7, along with Rabbi Adam Scheldt’s reflections
on page 8); the JCCs 74th Birthday Party for Israel-Yom
Ha'atzmaut May 15 at the JCC's Irving M. Shuman Camp (page
21), and the continuation of the Buffalo Jewish International
Film Festival (page 20) with Buffalo's own David Zakalik
speaking about Yiddish musicologist Moyshe Geregovky May
19 at the Dipson Amherst Theatre.

And speaking of Israel, if you haven't been there yet, or
you haven’t been recently, be a part of the Buffalo Israel
Experience taking place this October. The trip is still
accepting participants (page 11), so sign up today or contact
Miriam Abramovich at miriam@buffalojewishfederation.org!

| plan on putting my tomatoes and zucchini in pots this
month, along with annuals our neighborhood group plants
on several street corners. Included in the floriferous pots will
be sunflowers of all kinds. Sunflowers make everyone who
sees them smile, and they also serve as a reminder of the
on-going tragedy in Ukraine, because that is where many of
the word’s sunflowers are grown. We can't save the whole
world on our own, but we can help by donating, along with
others, to save Jews in Ukraine through Jewish Federation’s
of North America’s world-wide campaign (page 4). If you
have already donated, thank you. If not, do it and help save a

life today! Enjoy the season,
and remember to take time
to stop and smell the lilacs.

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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Education Fund Honors Legacy of Avy Sterman
Challenge Grant Seeks‘t alse $50K \\ | ’/A

Avy Sterman was a proud member e g T e ]
of Buffalo’s Jewish community over the ZE TiA :
span of his nearly 100 years of life. He T - THE AVY STER MAN
loved his family and celebrating Jewish
holidays and festivals together. He also
loved learning, being a part of synagogue
life, and was fiercely passionate about
the impact of Jewish education.

After his death last fall, Avy’s family
created an endowment fund to continue
his legacy by helping to ensure Jewish
educational experiences continue to be
accessible throughout Jewish Buffalo.

The new Avy Sterman Jewish Education
Fund, that will benefit programs offered by
LiNK Jewish Buffalo, seeks to raise $100,000
this spring. The Karpati / Sterman family
has seeded the fund with a challenge grant
of $50,000; every dollar up to $50,000 raised
from community members like you will be
matched dollar for dollar by Avy’s family.

Help us make a difference in Jewish
Buffalo by honoring Avy’s legacy with a
gift to the fund. Donations can be made
at bit.ly/avystermanfund or by mailing a
check to the Buffalo Jewish Federation, 338
Harris Hill Road, St. 108B, Williamsville,
NY 14221. If sending a check, please put
“Avy Fund” in the memo.

TEEN MYSTERY BUS TOUR

Sunday, May 22
11am-6 pm

Cost: $75 ” n
THE MYSTERY BUS TOUR IS BACK!

Teens will meet up at 11 am to board the Mystery Bus for a fun-filled day
with stops all around our beautiful city! Open to teens in grades 7-12.

REGISTER: BIT.LY/MYSTERYBUS22

QUESTIONS? CONTACT MIKE STEKLOF: MIKEGBUFFALOJEWISHFEDERATION.ORG
A Project of LINK Jewish Buffalo and the JCC
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Harold Arlen Exhibition to Open May 25 at the JCC

BY CHANA R.KOTZIN,PH.D

What makes for a memorable
composition? How could so
many songs from one composer
become a part of the Great
American Songbook? In May, as
part of Jewish American Heritage
Month, we are pleased to launch
An East Side Story: Harold Arlen’s
Buffalo Roots, that explores the
mix of personal, professional and
neighborhood experiences to
answer some of those questions.
This exhibition will be on display
from May 25, opening at the
Jewish Community Center in
Getzville. An extended web
version will also debut at this
time at jewishbuffalohistory.org.

A unique set of influences
combined to transform Hyman
Arluck into Harold Arlen, and
to create one of the twentieth
century’s most prolific melody
makers. Harold grew up surrounded
by distinctive music on the East
Side, in a place of change and a time
of opportunity. Before he was ten, it
was the daily religious tones of his
father he heard combined with his
own knowledge as an active singer
in the synagogue choir. Within his
home setting he was exposed to a
different type of music, intimately
bound up with his father once
more, but from classical sources,
as his father performed for the
Buffalo Operatic Company as a 1%
tenor. For within this same home
environment, Hyman trained with
two teachers in classical piano, one
of whom was actively engaged in
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Harold Arluck and Hymon Cheiffetz, My Gal, My Pal, 1924.
Courtesy of the Benjamin and Dr. Edgar R. Cofeld Judaic
Museum, Temple Beth Zion, Buffalo, NY.

the founding of what would later become the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra.

By the time of his bar mitzvah, several vital
elements were coming together. The first was his own
direct experience and participation in two distinct
musical heritages. A second was the activity of music
as performance - his own, his teachers and that of his
father. A third strand was music as a community wide
experience, in the neighborhood, on the radio, in the
city music halls and public spaces and in purchased
records. But it was another piece that transformed
each of these and added something new.

Hyman, like many children and teens in his
neighborhood, worked from a young age. It was

through this exposure to new forms of
music and performance that existed in
Buffalo and around the nation that, at
an impressionable age and barely out of
middle school, Hyman would discover
his future path. On the cusp of the Jazz
Age, Harold as he now styled himself,

Harold Arluck, c. 1920s. Courtesy of Sam A.
Arlen, used with permission of SA Music, LLC.

was in a city that was large enough
to be a place of creation, performance
and discovery in much broader terms,
as music, film and entertainment all
transformed in the 1920s. Yet, it was
also a city small enough to provide
opportunities for an young individual
with initiative to create a network of
like-minded performing friends and
connections that would continue
far beyond his Buffalo years, and be
instrumental in his future success.

Musicologists, music
commentators and listeners
have often noted Harold
Arlen’s special talent as a
composer — his timelessness
and the creation of a score,
that spoke to the individual
in a personal, direct way, yet
could also capture a mood of
the times and move beyond
them. His music was and
remains beloved by singers and
other composers too, where it
offers a range to the singer-
performer, the knowing touch
of an experienced arranger and
a composer’s voice that was
never predicable.

In the 36 years since the
death of Harold Arlen, we can
look back through a window
of change in Buffalo and
Buffalo Jewish lives, one that
came together in a unique
way for one individual but
that also transformed several
generations of East Side Jews.
This period shaped Jewish
communal trajectories and
individual and family lives
going forward, creating a
multiplicity of stories from the
East Side, as well as creating
the unique talent of Harold
Arlen.

Chana Revell Kotzin, Ph.D.,
is the coordinator of the Jewish
Buffalo History Center website,
which you can find at https://
jewishbuffalohistory.org.
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COMMUNITY

Yom HaShoah is May 1

On Sunday, March 27, Community Religious School students gathered at
Congregation Shir Shalom to sing Hatikvah, the Israeli national anthem. Their
performance will be featured in this year’s Yom HaShoah program, We are Here,
produced by Brenda Feldstein. The Yom HaShoah program will premiere Sunday,
May 1%t at 11:00 a.m. over YouTube. Please register here to receive the link: bit.ly/
BuffaloYomHaShoah2022.

Yom HaShoah 5782 | Holocaust Remembrance Day 2022

Zog Nit Keyn Mol

_ ,6_

sunday, May 1,2022 | 11 AM - 12 PM EST | Virtual Event
Register: bit.ly/BuifaloYomHaShoah2022

HOLOCAUST RESOURCE Questions? Contact Lauren Bloomberg
CEMTER OF BUFFALO lauren@buffalojewishfederation.org

The Bonnie
Clement Team

Dana Todaro, Beth Joseph, Mary Hutton,
Bonnie Clement, Sheryl Martin, Lisa Levin

BONNIE CLEMENT

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 716.553.8384

bsclement@aol.com | BonnieClement.com

HUNT ERA Williamsville Village Branch:
5570 Main Street, 1st Floor, Williamsville, NY 14221

HUNT

Since 1911

S WEALTH
ADVO CATE

Leadmg women to
FINANCIAL FREEDOM

Divorced or Widowed?

Want to empower yourself around the money in your life?
I’m here to help!

ADRIENNEGRACE.COM » 716-817-6425
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Beauty from Young Artists

The students at the Jewish Heritage Day School/Ohr Temimim joined forces with Kadimah
Scholars at Park for an art show at the JCC where they displayed their impressive works!
Mrs. Yehudis Khanin’s classes at the Ohr Temimim school presented work
in watercolor, pastel, oil pastel, pen and ink, graphite and charcoal.

Kadimah Scholars had a section in the show featuring a series of
collages. A reception was held where the students, parents, and
teachers celebrated the accomplishments of the young artists. A
special thank you to Katie Wzontek, Moussia Khanin and Sonia
Young for organizing the show.

A

jfeds.org/CrisisInUkraineS
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LiNK COMMUNITY

Meaningful Experiences at the
Women’s and Future Men’s Jewish Group Homes

For many years, LiNK Jewish Buffalo has had the privilege of leading
monthly gatherings for residents of the Jewish Women’s Group Home through
a project called “Miriam’s Well.” During the pandemic, LiNK also began
facilitating monthly gatherings for a group of young men (and their families)
who are working to create a Jewish Men’s Group Home in our community.
Educators for LiNK Jewish Buffalo, Rabbi Ori Bergman and Rabbi Adam
Rosenbaum, facilitate these extraordinarily meaningful programs; together
with the home’s residents and their families each group gathers to celebrate
holidays, learn, and enjoy being in community with one another.

The Jewish Women’s Group Home, established in 2007, is a space of kindness, love
and soul. Rabbi Ori has found that “the group home is one of the holiest spaces in
town, as it is so full of heart. You can’t but help feel spiritually uplifted after visiting.”
A Miriam’s Well program typically starts with songs about friendship and loving
one’s neighbor, followed by giving a bit of tzedakah (charity) in boxes that were

Janet Gunner
The program has strengthened the

our sense of belonging as part
of Jewish Buffalo.

The Future Men’s Group Home, despite not
yet having a formal roof under which to gather,
still finds ways to connect with meaning and
joy, in locations all across Buffalo. Led by

caring support among the families for
the young men and has strengthened

made at a previous gathering. Together the group has baked soufganiot (Chanukkah
donuts), hamentashen and challah, made groggers, and annually built and spent time
in the Sukkah. Each month there is song, laughter and good conversation. More than
anything, there is deep friendship and time to simply relish each other’s company.

Zack Steinberg and Rabbi Adam Rosenbaum,
monthly gatherings provide an opportunity
for these friends and future housemates to
celebrate their Jewish heritage and holidays
together with song, laughter, and learning.
The gatherings have taken place in-person
when possible or over Zoom when necessary
due to the various stages of the COVID-19

pandemic. However, as they have become
more comfortable with one another, Rabbi
Adam observed that “the guys love to
share recent events in their lives and to
request Zack to play various songs by the
Beatles, among others.”

Cathy and Larry Skerker
We look forward to our Miriam’s Well
gatherings as a time to celebrate and explore
all things Jewish with our
daughters. Rabbi Ori engages
us through Torah, song, music,
stories, art, food, humor and
conversation. We are very
grateful to the Federation for
sponsoring this program and
to Rabbi Ori and his delightful [SSK.
family for their friendship and
spiritual leadership.

) Amherst

MEMORIAL CHAPEL, LLC.
- FUNERAL HOME

Vickie Rubin

Our daughter Jessica

delights in Rabbi Ori’s

visits; she shakes her

instruments and gleams
with joy whenever there are
songs. The gatherings are

hands-on and there’s never a

WNY’s Only Funeral Home Able To Perform
All Jewish Religious Rituals

dull moment. Everyone gains i == ) 1

something from the monthly i i .
events: learning about a ., el .

holiday, traditional foods, art, g ¥ . . J

music, story-telling, or quiet
handholding. We feel blessed
for the mitzvah that
is Miriam’s Well.

x

Rabbi Ori reflects that the Jewish Women’s Group Home “is a constant reminder of the
value of family and friendship. It’s truly a place that embodies the challenge to: love your
neighbor as yourself. In a recent visit, I walked into the common space only to be greeted
by the most expressive smile I’ve ever received. It was from ear to ear and displayed for me
the depth of the teaching to receive every person with a happy countenance.”

Leon Komm
Licensed Funeral Director

Mitchell Steinhorn
Licensed Funeral Director

We're Here For You 24 Hours a Day

281 Dodge Road, Amherst, NY
24 Hour Phone Line: 716-636-4174

www.amherstmemorialchapel.com ¢ info@amherstmemorialchapel.com

In the coming months, there will be opportunities for additional friends to
participate in Jewish Group Home gatherings. Would you like to learn more,
or get connected? Please contact Mike Steklof, Director of Jewish Experience
at mike@buffalojewishfederation.org.
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Celebrating Our Jewish Community on Campus

BY EZRA N.RICH

Since its founding in 1946, Hillel of Buffalo
has been a haven for the Jewish community on
campus at the University at Buffalo and Buffalo
State College. While many things have changed in
the world of higher education since the dawn of
the post-War period, Hillel’s fundamental mission
is firmly intact.

Mission-Driven

In its initial establishment over the summer of 1946,
B’nai B’rith as a Hillel Councillorship, was created, as its
expressed purpose stated, to support, “the stimulation
and advancement of cultural, social, and religious
activity in regard to Judaism, to preserve the priceless
Jewish heritage of history and culture that is ours [and]
to promote philanthropic and educational endeavors.”

Over the decades, Hillel has played an integral
role in the lives of countless students, initially at the
University of Buffalo and Buffalo State College, and
today at Buffalo’s flagship SUNY with support for
Jewish college students across the Buffalo Niagara
region.

Collaborating with the Community

Upon reviewing Hillel’s history, there is a remarkable
scope of activity that Hillel has been involved with
over the decades, as well as the range of partnerships
Hillel has had with the Buffalo Jewish community.
Indeed, many of the collaborations that today’s Hillel
students have access to mirror those of earlier times.

For example, in 1948, Hillel was connecting
students with faculty and businesspeople who could
help them explore careers of interest to them through
a program called “Jews in the Professions.” Today,
Hillel offers a speed networking night for students
with local professionals. During the summer students
can participate in a summer internship program
where they work in local businesses and non-profits
during the week and gather on Fridays for site visits
and professional development. In the 1970s, Hillel
partnered with Jewish Family Services of WNY to offer
mental health support to students. Today, through
JES’s Jewish Community Partnership Program, mental
health professionals visit Hillel each week to offer
wellness programming and connect students with
local resources.

Hillel has been a proud Zionist organization since
its founding. An early social action drive was to collect
clothes and canned food for Holocaust Survivors who
settled in the Yishuv (pre-state Israel) after WWIL.
Today, Hillel hosts a popular class about modern day
Israel, staffs Birthright Israel trips where students
experience 10 days in Israel, and offers ‘Hummus
Society’ events where students can discuss hot topics
related to Israel and contemporary Judaism.

6 buffalojewishfederation.org | May 2022

Hillel at 75
CELEBERATING OUR JEWISH
COMMUNITY ON CAMPUS

THURSDAY, MAY 12TH, €:30 PM | UB CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Fostering Belonging

As a proud pluralistic organization, Hillel welcomes students from all
streams of Judaism and helps them explore and nurture their individual Jewish
journey. The Jewish Learning Fellowship, which is a ten-week curriculum
from Hillel International, is popular with students as they explore life’s big
questions through a range of Jewish sources and have deep discussions about
topics ranging from friendship and honesty to relationships and resolving
conflict.

Of course, what Jewish organization would be compelling without food!
In addition to Shabbat dinner on Friday night, students gather each Monday
during the semester for a bagel brunch where they socialize, discuss their
academic work, and celebrate community. Hillel’s welcoming suite on the first
floor of the UB Commons on the North Campus has a lounge and study space
where students can schmooze or do their homework in a warm, welcoming
environment with a modest serving of nosh.

Measuring Excellence

In recent years, Hillel of Buffalo has
been working closely with Buffalo Jewish
Federation, local agencies like Jewish Family
Services, as well as with colleagues at Hillel
International, the Organizational Design
Lab, and across the Hillel movement to
leverage the best programming, design
thinking, and opportunities to students.
Hillel’s ethos of innovation and collaboration
has been immeasurably blessed by our
close work with Federation, under the
leadership of CEO Rob Goldberg. His vision,
enthusiasm, support, and partnership has
been invaluable to Hillel and the campus
community.

As an active campus Hillel in Hillel
International’s Measuring Excellence data
initiative, Hillel of Buffalo has steadily
been reaching more students on campus
as well as engaging with them more deeply.
Pre-pandemic, Hillel engaged with 400
undergraduate Jewish students as well as
755 unique students, both undergraduate
and graduate students from a range of
religious and cultural backgrounds. This
academic year has seen a tremendous
re-embrace of in-person events and deeper
levels of engagement with students and
Hillel’s ability to foster community for
them.

From Strength to Strength
Reflecting on Hillel’s first 75 years of
existence, so many students, faculty, staff,
administrators, and community members
have played key roles in the life of Hillel
of Buffalo. Looking ahead, Hillel of Buffalo
is excited to strengthen its existing ties
to Buffalo’s warm Jewish community
and Western New York’s rising business
community and is dedicated to operate
in a way that aligns with the mission of
the Hillel movement to “envision a world
where every student is inspired to make
an enduring commitment to Jewish life,
learning and Israel.” Together, may Hillel
of Buffalo and the Jewish community on
campus continue to go from strength to
strength, from generation to generation.
Ezra N. Rich, marketing communications
manager at Uniland Development Company
serves on the boards of Buffalo Jewish
Federation and Temple Beth Tzedek. A Hillel
husband since May 30, 2011, he is a proud
member of the Hillel of Buffalo Impact Society.



Celebrate Hillel at 75 May 12

This month, Hillel of Buffalo will be celebrating our Jewish community
on campus with a special evening on Thursday, May 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the
University at Buffalo Center for the Arts. Please join us for an evening to honor
our past and toast our bright future. Tickets are $75 and can be purchased along
with tribute ads at wizevents.com/hillelofbuffalo2022. Catering by Three Pillars
under supervision of the Buffalo Vaad of Kashrut (BVK).

At the celebration, Hillel of Buffalo will be recognizing those who are leading
and supporting this growing organization. The honorees are Dr. Jeffrey M. Lackner,
Steven J. & Ellen R. Weiss, and Abby Feldman.

Dr. Jeffrey M. Lackner
1 The Exceptional Leadership Award
from Hillel of Buffalo.
Dr. Lackner is Professor of Medicine and Chief of the Division
of Behavioral Medicine at the UB Jacobs School of Medicine &
Biomedical Sciences. He is the immediate past president of Hillel

A

of Buffalo, and in that role, served as a bridge between Hillel and UB’s Medical School,
launched Hillel’s Impact Society, and helped Hillel secure new grants from Hillel
International and the Buffalo Jewish Federation to diversify student programming and
retain top talent.

Steven J. & Ellen R. Weiss

The Distinguished Alumni Award

from Hillel of Buffalo.

Mr. Weiss is a founding partner of Cannon Heyman & Weiss,
LLP and concentrates his law practice in the areas of affordable
housing and community development law and corporate finance
transactions. Mr. Weiss received his education at the University at Buffalo School of
Management (B.S. 1987, M.B.A. 1988), and UB School of Law (J.D., 1991). He is a past
President of Hillel of Buffalo and the Buffalo Jewish Federation, and is a former Board
Member of the Jewish Federations of North America, the Jewish Community Center,
and Temple Beth Zion.

Ms. Weiss is a Certified Integrative Health Coach, Master Workplace Wellness
Concierge, and Executive Wellness Consultant. She has been collaborating with the
Jewish Community Center of Greater Buffalo, Healthy Fitness Family (HFF) Corporate
Wellness Consulting and Stressmaster International. She received her bachelor’s
degree from the University of Michigan, MBA from the University at Buffalo School
of Management, and Certifications from the Institute of Integrative Nutrition and
Workplace Wellness Centre of Excellence. Currently Secretary of the Buffalo Jewish
Federation Board of Governors, she has served as the Buffalo Jewish Federation’s Young
Women’s Chair, Women’s Philanthropy Chair, Engagement Conference Chair, Center
for Jewish Engagement & Learning Chair (now known as LiNK), Adult Engagement
Chair, Executive Board Member, as well as a Board member of Temple Beth Zion.

Abby Feldman

The Feuerstein Family Tzedakah Award

from Hillel of Buffalo.

Ms. Feldman is a sophomore Psychology major double-minoring in
Spanish/Health and Human Services at the University at Buffalo,
with a passion for community support. As Chair of On-Campus
Events and Fundraising for UB’s Rotaract Club, she coordinates fundraisers and
events that support local Buffalo organizations and future volunteering endeavors
as a club. Through her role as Team Leader for Poverty Alleviation’s Alternative
Break, Ms. Feldman volunteers and connects with organizations all around Buffalo,
while educating community members on asset-based community development and
volunteering.

: HILLEL OF BUFFALO'S 75™ MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Hi" '@l thursoay may 12, 2022 AT 6:30 PM
St Buffais UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO'S CENTER FOR THE ARTS

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 716-616-0083 OR EMAIL RABBISARA@HILLELOFBUFFALO.ORG.

Hillel of Buffalo through the Years

1946 Hillel was founded as a part-time Councillorship supported by the local B'nai B'rith,
Montefiore Lodge #70, under the leadership of Arthur I. Goldberg and Dorothy Goldberg, for
the University of Buffalo (now the University at Buffalo) and Buffalo State Teachers College
(now Buffalo State College).

1948 Rabbi Justin Hoffmann appointed First Director of Hillel. Initially Rabbi Hoffman
had responsibilities for students in Rochester as well as at Buffalo State Teachers College,
and the University of Buffalo, but began a sole focus on Buffalo students with the increasing
popularity of Hillel, and a growing postwar Jewish student cohort.

1949 Hillel Foundation established

1960 Ssupported by the Hillel Foundation, the Buffalo Jewish Federation, and a significant
local fundraising campaign, Hillel of Buffalo opened the Arthur I. Goldberg Hillel House at 40
Capen Boulevard in 1960. The Hillel House was near the University of Buffalo campus (now
UB South Campus) and served Jewish students at both UB and Buffalo State.

1971 A second Hillel House focused on Buffalo State College students opened at 1209
Elmwood Avenue.

1977 Rabbi Hoffman retired after a storied career and was succeeded by Rabbi Shabtai
Wolf.

1979 Rabbi Paul Golomb joined Hillel, succeeding Rabbi Wolf, and oversaw its new
governance as it transitioned from a B’nai B’rith advisory committee to a community board
under the Buffalo Jewish Federation. Hillel’s local geographic reach and center also changed
as more students were situated at the emerging UB North Campus in Amherst. Rabbi Golumb
divided his time between the Jewish Student Association and the Campus Ministry offices at
North Campus, the Hillel House at 40 Capen Boulevard, and Buffalo State College. Additional
support staff included Adele Gudovitz, Margery Post and Peggy Kulick.

1986 Rabbi Shay E. Mintz became Hillel’s fourth director. Under Rabbi Mintz, Hillel activities
expanded to include missions to Israel, internships with Weinberg Campus, and intergroup
connections with other student groups, as well as an annual Wasserman conference series.

1996 The Hillel Campus Center for Jewish Life opened on the UB North Campus in Amherst
through the fundraising efforts of “Friends of Hillel,” and the Buffalo Jewish Federation.

2000 Rabbi Mintz retired from full-time duties, although he continued to lead High Holiday
services. During the 2000s, Hillel was led by a number of Executive Directors, including Susan
Goldberg, Adeet Handel, Andrea Jacobs, Joe Davis, Laura Hemlock, and Logan Woodard.
Over the years from its Campus Center, Hillel students in Buffalo have participated in
social welfare projects, special event opportunities, internships, fellowships and an array of
programs for shabbat, High Holy days and festivals.

2016 Buffalo Jewish Federation, led by CEO Rob Goldberg, in collaboration with Hillel
International and its then CEO, Eric D. Fingerhut, collaborated with local donors and
community leaders to revamp Hillel of Buffalo as a model with the potential for Hillel to
thrive on a large state college campus.

2017 Rabbi Sara Rich became Executive Director, arriving from Princeton University Hillel.
Working closely with the Buffalo Jewish Federation and Hillel International, Hillel expanded
its staff with Logan Woodard as Director of Engagement and Alexa Zappia and then Macie
Clawson as Springboard Innovation Specialist.

2018 Hillel of Buffalo relocated within the UB Commons to Suite 101B, doubling the size
of available space for programming in a highly visible location near Starbucks and SEFCU.

Source: Jewish Buffalo History Center. “Hillel Foundation of Buffalo.” Special thanks to Chana R. Kotzin,
Ph.D., and intern Alexandra Kane for their research. Photo Credit: Hillel of Buffalo Records, University
Archives, University at Buffalo Libraries
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Offering Gratitude

BY RABBI ADAM SCHELDT

When I've written this column
previously, I have focused on themes of
personal growth or inner cultivation.
I am a big believer in making the
world better and life more beautiful
by working to improve ourselves
while adding beauty to our souls. This
time, however, I’d like to pivot just a
bit—to gratitude.

Gratitude is certainly good for the
soul. It is, in short, a celebration. To
offer gratitude is to honor and celebrate
life on either a grand scale or a small one.
When we are grateful, we acknowledge
and lift up something worthy in our lives.
Marking such worthy parts of our human
experience, is truly a way of celebrating
them. And, in that vein, I would like
to celebrate and offer gratitude for
my colleague, our community’s Hillel
Director, Rabbi Sara Rich.

Rabbi Sara Rich

I first met Rabbi Rich during our
years at Hebrew Union College. Those
many years ago when we were both
seminarians, I would never have
imagined that she and I would end up in
the same city, and that [ would be blessed
enough to watch her succeed and shine
in such amazing ways. (Although to be
sure, it is not surprising, given Rabbi
Rich’s thoughtfulness, intelligence, and
impressive leadership ability.)

It’s easy for many of us to miss the
hard work of a Hillel rabbi. Most of us are
not on college campuses, and when we
are, we most likely are not inquisitively
investigating the details of Jewish life
and its organizations. Some of us may
remember Hillel experiences that were
roughly akin to Shabbat dinners and a
few events around holidays. That Hillel
experience, however, is far, far from the
present universe of Jewish life that Rabbi
Rich has built in her nearly 5 years in
Buffalo.

Rabbi Adam Scheldt

During her tenure, Sara has
transformed Hillel. She has built a
strong and generous board, renovated
a fantastic and accessible space, raised
significant funds, mended and developed
sound relationships, built a caring
and inspired staff, created valuable
interning and learning opportunities for
students, and organized, developed, and
produced innovative programming that
has cultivated a vibrant Jewish life—
primarily on the campus of UB.

Her students and staff love and respect
her. Her careful leadership has resulted
in careful, meaning-filled relationships
of value that have empowered not only
the students she serves, but also the
staff and board members she works
with. And it is these relationships that
matter most. The careful experiences
and meaningful relationships that Rabbi
Rich develops and inspires last with
students for years and helps to set them
on a firm, and Jewish, path into their
futures.

Perhaps best of all, Rabbi Rich has
accomplished all of this while becoming
a true Buffalonian, a dear part of the
Buffalo Jewish community, and a great
mom. As the current head of the Buffalo
Board of Rabbis and Cantors, she has
navigated turbulent times and brought
about greater collegial learning amongst
local Jewish clergy. Whether on campus
or in our community, her steady, caring,
and careful leadership really cannot be
underestimated. I consider myself lucky
to count her not only as my colleague
but also my friend. In this celebration
of the University of Buffalo Hillel’s 75th
anniversary, I am happy to celebrate and
offer immense gratitude for Rabbi Sara
Rich.

Rabbi Adam Scheldt is Director of
Pastoral Care at Hospice Buffalo.



Suffering with
LOOSE DENTURES'?

Embarrassed to Smile because of

MISSING TEETH?

Shatkin MINI DENTAL IMPLANTS are the AFFORDABLE SOLUTION for you!

You’re never too old to be YOU again!

Mini Implant Restoration Cosmetic Dentistry
Immediate Tooth Replacement Porcelain Veneers * Crowns & Bridges
Full Mouth Reconstruction Bonding ¢ iSmile™ Teeth Whitening System
Permanent Dentures & Denture Stabilization Krystal Klear Aligners™

Call Today & Let Dr. Shatkin & his Team Create Your Winning Smile!

(@' desthetic
Qg €lssociaies (entre %

e

(716)379-3114 L3

www.toddshatkindds.com
2500 Kensington Avenue + Amherst

(Conveniently located 15 minutes from anywhere in WNY & Southern Ontario)

May 2022 | buffalojewishfederation.org 9



COMMUNITY

Meet Four of PJ Library’s
Newest Subscribers

2 PJ Library is a project of LiNK Jewish Buffalo and

m L[brﬂr‘f the Harold Grinspoon Foundation that sends free

books into the homes of Buffalo families raising Jewish

children. Each month the gift of a new book arrives at subscriber homes,

allowing families with children ages 8 and younger to build their own libraries

of Jewish-themed children’s books and are an extraordinary tool for building

connection and Jewish identity. But don’t take our word for it, see what four of
our newest PJ] Library subscribers have to say about PJ Library:

4 My name is Molly Casper (I'm named in honor Q \
of my late grandmothers...Molly was what my O
O

maternal grandmother wanted to name my mom
and Marie was my paternal grandmother’s name)
and I was born on July 9, 2021. My mom and dad
are Erin (formerly Zimmerman) and Patrick Casper
and my Zayde and Nana are Nathan Zimmerman
and Lynn Bass.

I love crawling and pulling myself up to stand. As
far as food goes, my favorite is avocado toast which
I can eat quite well because I have two teeth!!

When it comes to Jewish holidays, I loved
Rosh Hashanah and am really looking forward to
Passover. My favorite P] Library book is Joseph Had a Little Overcoat.

Which do I like better...well grass, of course...the snow is too cold!

L

A

2022)Catp 5S¢t

Now/!Available!

A%plg Today af
BuffaloJewishF ederation.org/camp—scholarship

¥

BUFFALDJEWiSH FEDERATION

716.463.5065

10 buffalojewishfederation.org | May 2022

My name is Rosalie Grace Schork (my daddy says I'm named after an important
person who helped him to be a good person) and I was born on January 6, 2022, which
makes me the youngest baby in this group! My mom
and dad are Meredith and Christopher Schork and my
grandparents are Nancy Schork, Larry and Christine
Schork and Richard and Joyce Scheiner. I have THE
BEST big brother. His name is Jackson and he is almost
4 years old.

I love trying to roll over and I really love my swing.
When it comes to mealtime, 'm on a very strict diet...
mom’s milk and formula. I can’t wait to have chocolate
milk like my brother and when I cut some teeth, I’d like
to try my mom’s yummy latkes! I have only celebrated
Purim, but I liked the dressing up part!

My favorite PJ Library book is Goodnight Bubala.

You asked “which do you like better-snow, grass, or sand?” Well, I've only experienced
snow and mud, and snow again (it’s Buffalo). But I like when the sun shines and am
excited to feel grass between my toes and sand at the beach this summer! )

-

My name is Serafina Nicole Fried, in Hebrew that’s Serafina Margalit,
but everybody calls me Fina. ’'m named after my mom’s great aunt Pearl and
my dad’s grandfather Nicolai who was
a Holocaust survivor. I was born on
June 20, 2021...dad’s best Father’s Day
present EVER! My mom and dad are
Zahava and Yaakov Fried. I have THE
BEST big sister and her name is Lilah
and she’s turning 4 this month.

I love to roll from my tummy to my
back and over and over to move. I also
love bath time with my sister, singing
songs with mommy and getting tickled by daddy. I can proudly say that I have
five teeth! With them, I enjoy chicken matzo ball soup and brisket! My favorite
Jewish holiday is Rosh Hashanah because of the music I’ve heard mommy sing,
and apples- because I LOVE applesauce. My favorite PJ Library book is Naamah
and the Ark at Night.

Snow is a bit too cold for my taste, I haven’t felt sand, but I know that grass
tastes delicious!

)

My name is Elliott Jacob Taylor and I was born on September 29, 2021. My
mom and dad are Brittany and Rob Taylor and my grandparents are Lori and
Armand Morrison. I have two great siblings...Levi
who is 3 years old and Ariella who is 2 years old.

I can proudly roll over, when I want to. I love
looking at lights, listening to music, and watching
my siblings play. Although I have no teeth, I really
enjoy bananas which I just started eating this week!

Purim was my favorite Jewish holiday, I had a lot
of fun shaking a grogger! My favorite P] Library
book is Dayenu!

Most of my life has been spent in the snow, so I
guess that is my favorite. But, I am excited to see
what grass and sand are all about!

v

PJ Library in Buffalo is made possible by The Golden and Goldman Philanthropic
Fund, Altman Dental, and the Buffalo Jewish Federation and is led by Chair Rebecca
Freedman, Vice Chair Nikki Balsom and LiNK’s Director of Jewish Experience,
Robin Kurss.

Are you interested in connecting? Do you know a child who would like to receive
PJ Library Books? Contact Robin: robin@buffalojewishfederation.org
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Reserve Your Spot on the
Buffalo Israel Experience

There are only a few spots left for a $500 early bird discount on the Buffalo
Israel Experience (BIE), October 19-28, 2022. From Jerusalem to Tel Aviv to our
partner region in the Western Galilee, those who travel with us will experience
great accommodations, delicious food, great company (with other Buffalonians) and
leadership provided by extraordinary guides. A country of amazing people, rich history,
and unique natural beauty — there is so much for both the seasoned traveler and the first
timer alike to enjoy.

Reserve your spot today:
www.buffalojewishfederation.org/bie

DATES: October 19-28, 2022 *includes travel time —
Tour Operator: Makor Israel
PRICING: $3,500/person LAND ONLY *double occupancy

for 8 nights — cost subject to change.
Single Supplement cost: $1,200

Cost is inclusive of all COVID testing performed
while on the ground in Israel.

DISCOUNTS: First 50 Registrants receive a $500 discount on the total cost of the trip
*with paid $500 deposit, must reside full-time in the greater Buffalo area to qualify.

SHOW YOU CARE. [ /woenin Simone Ommﬂwwm
SEND

WISHES

was called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah

on Saturday, March 26, 2022
23 Adar 11 5782

at Congregation Beth Abraham.
Only $36 for up to 70 words,
$54 with added photo. XiX

Contact Cindy Oppenheimer
at 716-308-4843
coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.com

| EWIS HJOURNAL

Her proud parents are
Julia Kagan, DDS
and
Benjamin D. Oppenheimer, DDS

Saota FL is calling

Arure Gulf shores, incredible cultural allure of the arts, history, and community,
ard a lifestyle beyond compare is all found on Siesta Key in Sarasota, Florida

Whether looking for a new residence after retirement or a beachside secend home,
the unique island atmasphere and sophisticated way of life of Sarasota has everything
you could dream of wanting.

Call Robert Krasow, today,
to discuss '_-.-:'uur et

Robert Krasow

REALTOR® GRI

M
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o~
ofFficE  941.349.3444
Robertkrasow@michaslsaunders.com
¥ Robert Krasow. com

o real estate decision.

momLE 941.363.6507
Michael Saunders
& Company.

Lawley is proud to be a
long-standing supporter of
the Jewish Community of

Western New York

Fred Holender Stuart Scheff Gary May Steve Jacobs
716.849.8257 716.636.5818 716.636.5803 716.849.8258

“P’rute-:ting what yuuﬁe worked so hard for”

Lawley

EMPLOYEE
BENEFITS

BUSINESS
INSURANCE

PERSONAL
INSURANCE
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KENNY CARPETS AND FLOORS

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVIGE
PAY NO INTEREST FOR ONE FULL YEAR"

TOP 5 REASONS YOU MUST
COME TO KENNY CARPETS:

1. WNYs largest volume flooring chain, our selection is overwhelming,
our volume saves you lots of money.

. Serving WNY since 1960, no one has our experience in installing
carpet and floors.

. Our staff averages 19 years of experience - no one will serve you better.

. We stock more carpet, wood, laminate, and vinyl than any store. Buy
today, Install Tomorrow.

. Our prices are significantly lower than any Outlet, Home Center or
Store. Ask about our low price guarantee!!

*to qualified buyers

7~
KENNY

REMEMBER ...
DO THE KENNY!

7600 Transit Rd. -
(Opposite Eastern Hills Mall) it

631-0028
3240 Transit Rd.
(at Seneca Creek)
656-0426
2995 Sheridan Dr.
(at Niagara Falls Blvd. next to
Northtown Plaza) -
836-8100 a

HOURS: M-F 9-8, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

www.kennycarpets.com

e
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A Helplng Hand to Chabad

BY JUSTIN WEISS

Tony’s Tree &
Landscaping was
called by the Chabad
House-Jewish Student
Center at UB to
help remove trees
that were leaning
on the pedestrian
bridge connecting
the University to the
Center. The trees
were a hazard to the
bridge’s  structure
and to the students
crossing the bridge.
When Tony came by,
he surveyed the safety risk, but the price to take down the massive trees — which
requires heavy machinery and a crane to remove — was very substantial.

Enter Tony and his crew, who at a steeply discounted price, trimmed all the trees
and branches leaning on the bridge — and took down a few others at no charge.

The Chabad House and the student community at UB are very grateful for the
kindness and generosity displayed by Tony’s Tree & Landscaping. They hope others
can follow in Tony’s footsteps and help the Buffalo community.

Justin Weiss is UB Spectrum Editor.
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JCRC Moves

Towards Racial Justice

BY RACHEL BEERMAN

Over the past several months, The
Jewish Community Relations Council
(JCRC) has provided an array of
opportunities to educate and engage
in events related to racial justice and
learning.

For Black History Month, we offered
two virtual guided fieldtrips: the first was
of our local Niagara Falls Underground
Railroad Heritage Center and the second
was the International Civil Rights Center
and Museum in Greensboro, North
Carolina. During the Niagara Falls Center
tour we learned much from our excellent
guide about some of the local history of
abolition and how important Niagara
Falls was to freedom seekers who made
their way to freedom in Canada. At the
International Civil Rights Center, our
knowledgeable guides not only provided
an excellent overview history of the Civil
Rights movement, but also shared about
the start of the sit-in movement that
started in Greensboro’s Woolworth’s
store, where the museum is located.

In March, we hosted a second visual
tour of the International Civil Rights
Center and Museum, and in April a group
visited the Albright-Knox Northland Art
Gallery for a guided tour of the current “In
These Truths” exhibit, which highlights
the experience of Black Americans though
the work of local and national Black artists.

This month, we will be hosting a
virtual tour of the Michigan Street African
American Heritage Corridor on June 9%,
During this live virtual tour, participants
will be able to learn more about many
of the historical sites in the corridor

KOSHER
MARKET

%9. ,
for over 70 years

has all of your

Keshet,

Meats & Groceries
¢ Brisket
e Veal
* Roasts
* Chicken
1482 Monroe Avenue * Rochester
585-271-7886

Delivery at Temple Beth Tzedek » Amherst
MAY 22

- T L 'S ¢
Tour at the Albright-Knox Northland Art Gallery

including the Nash House and the Colored
Musicians Club and Jazz Museum. For
more information, contact Audrey Clark
at aclark@michiganstreetbuffalo.org.

All of these events are deepening our
understanding of what doesitmeantobean
American, giving us time for conversation
and reflection about important ideas and
history and supporting the central value of
the Jewish Community Relations Council
to create a civil and caring community
for all.

Rachel Beerman is Racial Justice
Coordinator for the JCRC.

Plans are moving forward to
begin the task of renovating the
Ohel—holy site of the late Rabbi
Joseph Rabinowitz (z”1)—on Pine
Ridge Heritage Blvd. While nearly
$150,000 has been raised to date,
the Jewish Federation Cemetery
Corporation needs to raise an
additional $30,000 to complete the
project. Please consider donating
at Dbuffalojewishfederation.org/
cemetery or mailed directly to the
Ohel Project, c/o Buffalo Jewish
Federation, 338 Harris Hill Road,
Suite 108B, Williamsville, NY
14221. Tzedekah left at the Ohel
by visitors is not being used for the
renovation.

During construction, the Ohel
will be closed. No one will be
permitted to visit and/or pray at
the Ohel until the renovation is
completed. It is critical that this

Ohel Construction
to begin this Summer

message reach as many potential travelers as
possible. The Cemetery Corporation will be
sending such messages to communities who

traditionally bring visitors to the gravesite.

We, as a community, are proud to
to move
supports
the diversity within our broader Jewish
community and welcomes those who come to
pay homage to this distinguished Chassidic

participate and enable this project
forward. The Cemetery Corporation

scholar.

Buffalo's Best

wishes you all good health
and much gratitude.

homemade shmears
delisandwiches

soups

salads

finest dark roasted coffees
fresh-baked bagels
signature tuna fish

and more!
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BUFFALO’S HOBBY GAME STORE

3908 Maple Rd, Amherst

BOARD GAMES,
CARD GAMES, DICE,
MINIATURES, RPGS,
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Temple Beth Tzedek's Brotherhood and Sisterhood invile you to

|
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Israel Independence Day Dinner!

Temple Beth Tzedek
1641 North Forest Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

Wednesday, May 4, 2022
6:30 PM
(rain or shine)

Meats, Vieggies, Hummus, Pita Bread, Israeli

Beer, Soft Drinks, Israeli Snacks & Sweats o

Cost:

&
Wear blue and white, bring your
flags and celebratory spirit!

#3000 per adult

for Coflege Students

RSVP by April 28, 2022 to
DavidLSchiller@gmail.com
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JFS Launches Jewish
Partnership Program

BY MATT STEWART

& f

One of our most critical goals is
to support the needs of the Jewish
Community. The Jewish Community
Partnership Program is an innovative
model of community-based engagement
and service delivery. It aims to enhance
the well-being of individuals and
families through improved access to
social service and mental health needs
in a safe and confidential way. Our
Jewish history and culture have taught
us that only together can we do more;
more to mobilize assets within our
community, more to promote equity,
and more to increase people’s control
over their health and their lives.

At the program’s heart is a specially
trained JFS liaison. This liaison works
alongside organizational leaders, clergy,
volunteers, and synagogue staff to
support the needs of their community.
This program gives a partner
organization unprecedented access
to all of JFS’s programs and resources
through a customized needs assessment
and analysis. The liaison assists
with goals related to mental health,
emotional health, and well-being.

To date, partnerships have been
formed with Hillel of Buffalo and
Temple Beth Tzedek (TBT), customized
to meet the needs of each organization.
For example, Hillel has a weekly bagel
brunch on campus that provides a safe
space for students to talk about the
challenges they may be facing on a
variety of levels.

“Partnering with JFS provides an
extra layer of support for our students,”
said Hillel of Buffalo Executive Director
Rabbi Sara Rich. “They offer students
accessible ways to prioritize wellness
and to cope with the stressors of college
life. We are so appreciative of this
partnership and look forward to finding
new, creative ways to work together.”

At TBT, JFS staff are on site twice a
week to help with social and emotional
support. And at the request of the Bikur

Jewish Family Services (JFS) has been in operation
since 1863. Our doors have always been open to all
individuals no matter their background, yet our
roots as a social service agency were built on Jewish
values and strengthened by the Buffalo Jewish
Community.

Matt Stewart

Holim Committee, JFS is coordinating
and facilitating sensitivity training for
those who volunteer to work with the
medically ill and older age population
segments of TBT.

“Our synagogue is blessed that JFS
is a consistent presence in our building
and in our congregation,” said Rabbi
Adam Rosenbaum. “After two vyears
of lockdowns and isolation, many in
our community yearn to restore their
health, both physically and mentally.
Thankfully, our friends at JFS facilitate
necessary and positive support for those
who are hurting.”

For organizations that may
be interested in exploring this new
program, contact Matt at: mstewart@
jfswny.org or 716-883-1914 ext. 314.

Matt Stewart is the Manager of JFS’s
Community Care initiatives.
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Center for Jewish Life - Filling in the Gaps

BY LORNE OPLER

“See what’s missing and
fill in the gaps.” That nicely
sums up the philosophy
and focus of the Center for
Jewish Life (CJL). “That’s
how you start programming,”
says the Center’s director,
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski.
Which is what CJL has been
energetically doing since
it first opened its doors in
Williamsville in 1995. “80%
of Jews in Western New York
are not affiliated and not
receiving any services,” adds
Rabbi Labkovski. “We fill in
those gaps.” Like that which
the Rabbi saw in downtown
Buffalo.

While the Northtowns have
been served for decades by
Rabbi Labkovski and his wife
Chani—from adult education,
the Chai Hebrew School, to the
Kosher Mini Chef series for kids,
the “Family Shul” and kosher
Meals-on-Wheels of WNY—
Rabbi Labkovski recognized
that gaps existed in meeting the
spiritual needs of unaffiliated
Jews in downtown Buffalo
and adjacent communities.
Welcome the “Center for
Jewish Life-Downtown,” the
new home for CJL’s expanded
programming in the heart of
the city. Led by Rabbi Mendy
Labkovski, Rabbi Laizer’s son,
and by Rabbi Mendy’s wife
Chaya Mushka, the dynamic
couple has steadily been
forging connections with many
intown Jewish Buffalonians
since the downtown branch
opened in 2021. Conveniently
located on Lafayette Avenue
between Delaware and
Main St., CJL-Downtown is
strategically positioned to
serve Jews in neighbourhoods
as diverse as the medical
community, Allentown, Hertel
Avenue, Elmwood Village and
the growing number of urban
dwellers stretching from
Larkinville through the central
business district to Canalside.

In planting the seeds for
more Jewish life in such a large

i 2 ’ - a i S ]
From left: Mrs. Chani and Rabbi Laizer Labkovski,
and their eldest son, Rabbi Mendy Labkovski, at Buffalo
City Hall.

underserved territory, it’s no surprise that Rabbi
Mendy and Chaya Mushka have already had such
a positive response from area residents. “People
are really happy to see us, there is such an
outpouring of love” beams the Rabbi. And from
all accounts there an outpouring of interest too.
During last year’s High Holidays, CJL-Downtown’s
first official event was organizing and leading the
traditional Tashlich service performed on the first
day of Rosh Hashanah. Tashlich is the cathartic
ritual where Jews congregate at a lake, river or
stream to symbolically toss their sins into the
water. From a posting that advertised the service
on the Center’s Facebook page, 45 people showed
up at the lake in Delaware Park to partake.
Rabbi Mendy was floored. Of all the people in
attendance, 40 were new faces to him. “The need
is so great,” exclaims the Rabbi.

The momentum continued through the early
winter culminating in the inaugural lighting of
the giant Chanukkah menorah in Niagara Square.
And from there, the numbers kept growing.
During this year’s Purim celebration in March,
CJL- Downtown distributed “Shalach Manos” - the
traditional holiday gifts of food and treats to 400
homes in the Elmwood Village/downtown area.
The momentum now continues with challah
regularly distributed to homes throughout
downtown for Shabbat, and with guests from the
community regularly attending weekly Shabbat
meals at the rabbi’s home.

What makes the CJL-Downtown
community so special though is that those
who have benefited and received from CJL
also give back through CJL. The center’s
Chessed Circle is made up of volunteers from
the area who are there to support and reach
out each other for all occasions through gifts
of food and home visits.

With such an emphasis on mutual support,
caring and sharing, growing in community
and in Jewish pride, the Center for Jewish
Life-Downtown clearly is filling the gaps.
And with more to come. Rabbi Labkovski
is already talking about adding more adult
education classes, more outreach and
ultimately owning its own building to firmly
establish its presence in Buffalo’s city center.

To what does the Rabbi owe this degree
of success? To heeding the words of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe. As Rabbi Mendy explains,
“Growing up, I knew that the Rebbe said
to ‘give back to the community...to lighten
up Jewish souls.” My mission is to be that
lamplighter.”

Judging from what the Labkovski’s have
already accomplished in such a short time,

there should be a lot of bright lights
shining in downtown Buffalo in the
months and years to come.

Lorne Opler is an adjunct Professor
of Fitness and Health Promotion at
Fleming College in Peterborough,
Ontario. A member of Congregation
Beth Abraham, he formerly lived in
Buffalo.

CONTACT INFO:

Center for Jewish Life -
Downtown

1016 Lafayette Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14209

Phone: 716-545-6806

Email: info@cjldowntown.com
Website: www.cjldowntown.com

Center for Jewish Life -
Williamsville

757 Hopkins Road

Williamsville, NY 14221

Phone: 716-639-7600

Email: info@JewishBuffalo.com
Website: www.jewishbuffalo.com

YOUR DREAMS. OUR GUIDANCE.

Wealth Management | Estate Planning | Financial Planning

SERVICE BUILT ON INDEPENDENCE & TRUST

MoLLoTt & HARDY, INC.

FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES

Securities and advisory services Offered Through FSC Securities Corporation A Registered Broker/Dealer
Member FINRA/SPIC and a registered investment advisor. Additional advisory services offered through
Mollot & Hardy, Inc. A registered investment advisor not affiliated with FSC Securities Corporation.

646 N. French Road Suite #9, Amherst, NY 14228-2125
716.691.7121 - www.mollot.com
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Albert M. Silverberg Memorial Fund Helps
Jewish Buffalo's Frail, Homebound and Isolated

D FounDATION

¥ FOR JEWISH
m PHILANTHROPIES

Albert M. Silverberg (z”1) was a
talented and dedicated Buffalonian,
Vietnam War veteran, and UB alumnus
who persevered through a paralyzing
medical condition that challenged him
from the age of 31.

Mr. Silverberg’s passing, at the age
of 62 in 2005, was noted by few in our
community; however, those who knew him
recognized his strength and persistence.
Confronted by physical challenges that
would have led many to anguish, isolation
and depression, he took every opportunity
to build a life of self-support and activity.

The son of Henry and Dina Silverberg,
Albert became a Bar Mitzvah at Ahavas
Achim-Lubavitz Synagogue and as an
adult joined Temple Sinai, Young Israel of
Greater Buffalo, and Temple B’nai Shalom.

Albert M. Silverberg (2"1)

He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
sociology at the University of Buffalo and
went on to serve in the US Army during
the Vietnam War. In 1974, he was stricken
with paralysis which confined him to a
wheelchair for the rest of his life. Despite
this setback, he developed his abilities in
physical fitness, writing and the visual

arts, chess, computer programming, and
Hebrew language. Determined to be as
self-sufficient as possible, he completed
courses in accounting and economics at
UB, performing with academic distinction
and building a career as an information
technology programmer.

Albert lived independently, and a
specially adapted vehicle enabled him
to travel and participate in athletic
competitions for disabled veterans. He
also remained active in our Buffalo Jewish
community, maintaining memberships at
Jewish War Veterans Post 25, the Jewish
Discovery Center and various Jewish
congregations.

In memory and honor of this valiant
man, his friends established the Albert
M. Silverberg Fund. Administered by the
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies
(FJP), the Fund offers grants to agencies
and organizations that help homebound
persons participate in, or otherwise
be connected to, the Buffalo Jewish

community. As examples, the Fund assists
Jewish agencies to distribute Shabbat,
Rosh Hashanah and other holiday
care packages to frail, homebound and
isolated individuals (especially during the
pandemic); helps Jewish schoolchildren
deliver Mishloach Manot, festive gifts
of food during Purim; and enhances
community gatherings at synagogues for
individuals with special needs.

“Albert Silverberg’s story is inspiring,”
Irv Levy, FJP’s executive director explained.
“This Fund exists to improve the quality
of residents’ lives who are confronted
with challenges similar to Albert’s and
help them connect to the Buffalo Jewish
community.”

If you are familiar with a frail,
homebound or isolated person who
wishes to be more connected to our
Jewish community, or wish to contribute
to the fund, contact Lorne Steinhart,
Senior Manager of Client Relations at the
Foundation (716.204.1135).

“The scholarship helped make my graduation possible.
| was unable to work for two summers due to surgery,
and the scholarship helped ease my financial pressures

so that | could focus on academics.??

¢ The Foundation’s scholarship has been integral to Funding my academic

career. I'm attending my universit)r of choice to pursue a chemistr}r -:iegree

with a minor in business. | have big plans which would not be possible

without the Foundation’s genernsity.”

L;, FOUNDATION
qiim FOR JEWISH
PHILANTHROPIES

Giving. Growing. Together.

JEWISHPHILANTHROPIES.ORG
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SAVE THE DATE!

Kadimah’s Event at the Buffalo Zoo, June 20

BY RENEE LEHNER

Lions, tigers and bears, oh my!
Kadimah’s Annual Dinner is coming
back. After a two-year hiatus because
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Kadimah
is proud and delighted to once again
host our annual celebration of Jewish
day school education, bringing the
Jewish Buffalo community back
together again with a program that
will highlight our new Kadimah
Scholars partnership with The Park
School of Buffalo and the Buffalo
Jewish Federation.

This time, though, the school will
be featuring a big twist, as we will be
hosting our major fundraising and
socializing event at The Buffalo Zoo, in
a largely outdoor environment that we
hope will be comfortable for all in this
COVID era.

Kadimah will be taking over the
animal kingdom on Monday, June 20, for
an evening of fun, food and festivites for

\

Always Leading

all ages, starting at 5:30 p.m. Attendees
are free to wander the grounds and
enjoy everything the Zoo has to offer.
Food and drink will be available from
stations positioned around the Zoo.
And of course, we’ll gather for dessert,
remarks and a celebration of all our
accomplishments during these first
three years of our innovative partnership
with Park School and the Buffalo Jewish
Federation.

As always, Kadimah will also be
featuring our annual Calendar Ad Book,
with bright and colorful photos of our
activities, highlighting our students and
teachers, their Jewish learning, and their
experiences throughout Park. Besides
providing an attractive and valuable

=

Two Iconic BujZalo

Businesses Toget er. ..

.
Spring
(4

keepsake for use all year, the ad book Sult Sale
is a significant part of our fundraising
effort. It provides an opportunity for our
community to celebrate achievements,
and for local businesses to reach
hundreds of consumers.

All money raised from our annual
dinner and ad book goes directly to our
scholarship efforts, helping to ensure
that Jewish Buffalo can bridge any gaps
between Park’s generous financial aid
and a family’s ability to pay for school.
Our mission has always been centered
around ensuring that any Jewish child
can get a Jewish education, regardless
of financial means. We hope that
youw’ll participate this year and help us
successfully reach our fundraising goals.

Please like us on Facebook or check
out our website at www.kadimah.org for
more details on the ad-calendar and the
upcoming Kadimah Dinner. We hope to
see you there!

Renee Lehner is Administrator of
Kadimah Scholars at Park.

. HIWvEIL=] iK
Y foad St

Suiting Up the Men of Buffalo Since 1918

@ .

We celebrate with you with

50% OFF

all Emerald Jewelry

6470 TRANSIT RD., DEPEW, NY 14043

RIVERSIDEMENS.COM | 716-833-8401
SANDEJEWELERS.COM | 716-832-1595

BUFFALO
PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

TICKETS START AT $29!

Elgar Impressions
Formerly Rachmaninoff & Koddly

SatMay 7, 7:30pm | Sun May 8, 2:30pm

JoAnn Falletta, conductor
Roman Mekinulov, cello

Elgar's witty and radiant Enigma Varfations

complements a Kodaly idyll for chamber orchestra,
and the haunting Hebraic Rhapsody for Cello, Schelomo.

Reflections on Rachmaninoff
Formerly Enigma Variations
Fri May 13,10:30am | Sat May 14, 7:30pm

JoAnn Falletta, conductor

Rachmaninaff's brilliant Symphonic Dances anchors a program
featuring a nostalgic Koddly symphony and composer David Ludwig's
celebratory concerto written for his new wife, vialinist Bella Hristova.

Star-Spangled Salute
Fri May 27,10:30am | Sat May 28, 7:30pm

Bradiey Thachuk, conductor

Experience Western New York's premier Memorial
Day tredition as the Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus
Jjoins your BPO in a program filled with inspiring music

ond red, white, and blue pageantry.

An Evening

with Kenny G
Wed Jun1,7:30pm

The chart-topping sax legend debuts his
iconic blend of R&B, pop, ond Lotin music
over a jozz foundation in this special
engagement with your BPO.

Star Wars:
A New Hope

\ in Concert
FILM LIVE WITH ORCHESTRA

Presented by KeyBank o
Fridun 3,7:30pm
Ron Spigelman, conductor

The Music of Def Leppard
Qﬂﬂ.ﬁ' Presented by —~dCISPAN

SatdJun 4, 7:30pm

Windborne Music rocks another cutstonding
recreation of one of the most successful 80s British
heavy metal bands with hits like Rock of Ages, Pour
Some Sugor On Me, Fooling Armageddon It, ond more,

M.

May 2022 | buffalojewishfederation.org 17



2022/23 SEASON

JERUSALEM QUARTET
EMERSON QUARTET
VERONA QUARTET
QUICKSILVER - Baroque Ensemble
CASTALIAN QUARTET
MODIGLIANI QUARTET
BRENTANO QUARTET with THOMAS SAUER, piano

TUESDAYS AT KLEINHANS MUSIC HALL IN THE MARY SEATON ROOM

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO 99TH SEASON AND SAVE 525
SUBSCRIPTIONS 5175 (5150 if paid before July 1st)

Call 716/462-4939 for season brochure

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building [NAR SR REN

Buffalo, NY 14202

Small

Personal Injury Attorney ® Small Firm, Big Difference
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Temple Beth Tzedek
Celebrating Israel and Shavuot

Yom Ha’Atzmaut BBQ

This year, the TBT’s Men’s Club and
Women’s Network are co-sponsoring
a Yom Ha’Atzmaut BBQ celebration
on Wednesday evening, May 4, at
6:30 p.m. at the synagogue. David
Schiller, a veteran of the Israel
Defense Forces, will begin the event
with a brief memorial service for
Israel’s fallen soldiers.

The evening will feature kosher
meats, falafel, veggies and Israeli beer.
The cost is $30 for adults and $20 for
college students. Guests are encouraged
to wear white and blue attire. RSVP
to davidischiller@gmail.com. The event
is generously sponsored by David L.
Schiller, SIOR, and Pyramid Brokerage
Company of Buffalo.

Rabbi Isaac Klein Scholar-
In-Residence Weekend

N :
|
TBT is excited to welcome the
community back for an in-person
scholar weekend, May 20-22, with
Frederick E. Greenspahn, Ph.D.,
Gimelstob Eminent Scholar of Judaic
Studies at Florida Atlantic University.
Dr. Greenspahn has written and edited
16 books, including An Introduction to
Aramaic, When Brothers Dwell Together,
The Preeminence of Younger Siblings in
the Hebrew Bible, as well as several books
on interfaith relations. He is currently
editor of the NYU Press series Jewish
Studies in the Twenty-First Century. The
overarching theme of Dr. Greenspahn’s
presentations will be on the changing
nature of American Jewry. Please visit
btzbuffalo.org for details.

TBT Youth

Tinok Time for children ages 6
months-4 years old, featuring singing,
crafts, and games with a Jewish twist will
be at TBT on May 12 and 26 at 10 a.m.
RSVP to zahava.taylor@gmail.com.

TBT’s USY Gilgool chapter will be
having a Havdalah and sleepover on
Saturday night, May 21. Contact Advisor
Renee Herman, renee@webeditor.com,
for more details.

TBT will also be having Tot Shabbat
and Junior Congregation on Shabbat
mornings. Contact ezrarich@gmail.com
for the details.

Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Returns In-Person

One of the hallmarks of Jewish
learning in Buffalo, TBT is excited to
again offer its Community Tikkun Leil
Shavuot in-person at the synagogue on
Saturday night, June 4th. This year’s
theme will be B’Tzelem Elohim (In the
Image of G-d): The Uniqueness of Each
Jewish Soul.

Confirmed speakers include:

Keynote Speaker: Cantor Mark
Horowitz, JCC Association of North
America, at 8:30 p.m.

Rabbi Sara Rich, Hillel of Buffalo, at
10:30 p.m.

Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein,
Congregation Shir Shalom, at 11:30 p.m.

Rabbi Ori Bergman, Kehillat Ohr
Tzion, at 12:30 a.m.

Rabbi Adam J. Rosenbaum, Temple
Beth Tzedek at 4:00 a.m. followed by
TBT’s Sunrise Service at 5:00 a.m.

Special thanks to event co-chairs
Rachel Anderson and Dr. Bernie
Weinstein for continuing this sacred
tradition with the Buffalo Board of
Rabbis and Cantors and LiNK Jewish
Buffalo. For more information, please
visit www.btzbuffalo.org.
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JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF WNY
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This month, we are pleased to
highlight the Jewish Family Services

of WNY (JFS), one of the collaborating
partner organizations in the LIFE &
LEGACY @ Buffalo initiative.

Led by values of dignity, humility,

“As my forefathers
planted these carob trees
for me so | too plant

these for my children.”
— Talmud (Ta'anis 23b)

partnership, and trust, JFS helps
individuals and families build healthier,
more stable lives. JFS offers critical o o o o
support for children and adults, including JeW].Sh fam].].y SeI'VICGS Wny
mental and behavior health counseling
services, refugee resettlement and post- from a war-torn region is provided the tools for success as they build a
resettlement assistance, youth and adult new life in America, or that a Jewish Holocaust Survivor has the mental
care management, parenting and family health care and social support that is critical to their well-being.
support. For any questions about the JFS and how you can leave your legacy
Maimonides’ highest level of giving is to  with them, please contact Lauren Maguire at LMaguire@jfswny.org.
ensure that those they help ultimately can

Total legacy commitments
received: 126
Total dollar amount:
$4,945,059
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*through March 31, 2022 help themselves. JFS provides not a hand- The following organizations are partnering in the LIFE & LEGACY®
out, but a hand-up to reduce the barriers @ Buffalo collaborative effort:
that prevent people from realizing their full
potential. Buffalo Jewish Federation

I I r F & b JFS is built upon a solid foundation, and Center for Jewish Life

J . that foundation needs consistent care and Congregation Shir Shalom
LEG AC H love to support those it seeks to protect. Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies
WI3H TOMCRAOWS Legacy donors for JFS are people who Hillel of Buffalo
believe in JFS’ mission to serve the most Jewish Community Center of Greater Buffalo
LIFE & LEGACY® is a partnership with vulnerable. Your legacy gift will ensure Jewish Discovery Center

the Harold Grinspoon Foundation that that members of our community who need Jewish Family Services of Western New York
promotes after-lifetime giving to benefit social and behavioral health services are Kadimah Scholars
Jewish synagogues and organizations. not left behind, that they have somewhere Temple Beth Tzedek
Legacy giving ensures that you will be to turn for assistance, that the family of six Temple Beth Zion

remembered by those who directly benefit

from your generosity as well as those who
will be inspired by your example for future
generations. /

In 2021, the Foundation for Jewish -
Philanthropies, in collaboration with the /
Buffalo Jewish Federation, was selected f
to join more than 70 other communities C R E AT E YO U R
across North America in this Jewish legacy e
giving initiative. To-date, the initiative has / ¥ k. 3
secured more than 30,000 permanently LW
endowed commitments amounting to . - %
more than $1 Billion. The four-year LIFE :
& LEGACY® program provides coaching, g _ :
training, and resources to ensure that == ;

a culture of philanthropy and legacy
giving becomes an integral part of the

Buffalo Jewish community. Together, the Legacy is what 'fm;‘lleave forlya;rt]tnlzgd G.r;;e" g Wubehmfhﬁﬁ L I F E &
Foundation and Federation are committed ! iy ty. Alegacy gift e e o i

make a permanent difference to Jewish life after your death.

to helping secure the future of Jewish ) ) - -
Buffalo. Each month, please visit this LIFE Yourlegacyg!ftbecomesa permanent extensionofyourvalues and visions .
& LEGACY® @ Buffalo section to learn by perpetuating those organizations, synagogues and/or programs that Atsuring JEWISH TOMORROWS

about the local agencies and synagogues you recognize are important to the Buffalo Jewish community.

partnering in this effort. Learn more about Life & Legacy® by visiting

For more information, please contact . . . .
’ ewishphilanthropies.org/life-and-legac
Mandy Weiss, LIFE & LEGACY® ] P P L

Coordinator for the Foundation i\‘) FOUNDATIONIFOR
)

o e HARSLD GRINSFOOM FOUNDATION

. . . il l"‘.‘,_lr\ ="l' i ."l'r- l'l{;“ r“\
for Jewish Philanthropies - at SUEAIOJEWISHEEDERATON JEWISHIPATIANTHROPIES
egacy@jewishphilanthropies.org or
716-463-5065.
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Buffalo Intl. Jewish Film
Festival Adds Special Events

BY RICK KOLLINS

The 37 annual Buffalo International Jewish Film Festival continues through
May with online and in-person screenings and four special events to enhance
the Festival experience. This year’s lineup includes award-winning films
from Israel as well as from Germany, France, Spain, Russia, Argentina, United
Kingdom and the U.S.

On May 3, writer and director Tzipi Trope will host a Zoom
“Tuesday Talkback” on her acclaimed film My Dearest Enemy,
a personal drama about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as
seen through the eyes of a Palestinian Muslim and an Israeli
Jew.

For the second year in a row, the Festival will sponsor a
family event at the Transit Drive-In on May 12 for the film
The Raft, the adventure story of four teenagers sailed from

Israel to Cyprus for the World Cup of Soccer. Special activities and music will precede
the film.

Dr. Glenn Kurtz, author of the book Three Minutes in
Poland, will be featured in a pre-recorded interview following
the screening of the movie version of his book at the Dipson
Ambherst Theatre on May 17. The film is based on a home
movie shot by Kurtz’s grandfather in the Polish shtetl of
Nasielsk in 1938, when the Jewish population had no idea of
what was to befall them just one year later.

To close out the Festival on May 19, Buffalo native and
Klezmer scholar and musician David Zakalik will speak and answer questions about
Song Searcher, the story of Moyshe Beregovsky, a Ukrainian musicologist who spent
30 years recording and writing about traditional Jewish music despite attempts to
undermine Jewish culture in the Soviet Union. Zakalik is editor and co-facilitator of
the Beregovsky Reading Circle, an international community of musicians and scholars
who read and translate Beregovsky’s compositions from their original Yiddish.

Complete Festival information, including schedule, film synopses, trailers, tickets,
and instructions for streaming films and special events, is available on the JCC web
site at www.jccbuffalo.org. Ticket options include single, flex and all-access passes.

JLC BUFFALD

Join us virtual and in-person

April 28-May 19, 2022
In-person screenings May 13-19
#A at Amherst Dipson Theater
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APRIL 28 — MAY 18, 2022

THURSDAY, APRIL 28 - SATURDAY, APRIL 30
A RADIANT GIRL (STREAMED) 6:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, MAY 1 - TUESDAY, MAY 3
MY DEAREST ENEMY (STREAMED) 6:00 P.M.

TUESDAY, MAY 3
TUESDAY TALKBACK: MY DEAREST ENEMY

with Director Tzipi TropE (ZOOM) 7:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 - FRIDAY, MAY 6
WET DOG (STREAMED) 6:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, MAY 7 - MONDAY, MAY 9
XUETA ISLAND (STREAMED) 6:00 P.M.

TUESDAY, MAY 10 - THURSDAY, MAY 12
RED STAR (STREAMED) 6:00 P.M.

THURSDAY, MAY 12 - TRANSIT DRIVE-IN
THE RAFT 7:30 P.M.

FRIDAY, MAY 13 AMHERST THEATER
KISS ME KOSHER 4:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, MAY 14 - AMHERST THEATER
HERE WE ARE 7:30 P.M.

SUNDAY, MAY 15 - AMHERST THEATER
FIDDLER’S JOURNEY TO THE BIG SCREEN 1:00 P.M.

MONDAY, MAY 16 - AMHERST THEATER
HERE WE ARE 4:00 P.M.
KISS ME KOSHER 7:30 P.M.

TUESDAY, MAY 17 - AMHERST THEATER
THREE MINUTES: A LENGTHENING 7:30 P.M.

(Followed by pre-recorded interview with author Glenn Kurtz)

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 AMHERST THEATER
IMAGE OF VICTORY 7:30 P.M.

THURSDAY, MAY 19 - AMHERST THEATER

SONG SEARCHER 7:30 P.M.
(Followed by a Q&A with Klezmer scholar/musician David Zakalik)

Film synopses, trailers, ticket prices and streaming
instructions available at jccbuffalo.org.

For more information,
please contact Katie Wzontek at kwzontek@jccbuffalo.org.
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Kleinhans Music Hall Center Stage presents

The Ithaca Klezmer Quartet

Yom Ha'atzmaut

Celebrate Israel’'s
74th anniversary!

_yearl Jcc N'Hten
i L ombershiP  RAFFLE! ~ Swi p°
Must register below
for a chance to win

CENTEI? STAGE

Sunday, May 22, 3:00 p.m.

Weekend getaway
Centerstage is one of the most unique and intimate concert settings in town, i
where the audience is seated on stage with the performers and tickets are extremely at the Fin ger Lake S
limited!
Immerse yourself in the rich melodies of The Ithaca Klezmer Quartet. Hailing

from the shores of Lake Cayuga, the group is composed of four friends who have been Su nd ay' M a y 1 5. 2 022

playing klezmer music for more than a decade. Led by Buffalo native David Zakalik,

this quartet will perform old-world and American-style klezmer music, traditional t; . 5 - 7 :3 0 p m B:!

Chassidic melodies, and a few original compositions.

Tickets $25.00 ¢ KleinhansBuffalo.org (716) 885-5000 |I'Vil'lg M Shuma n
L

Campgrounds

A 114.'» rl.."

The Girl in the Diary

Enjoy Family activities, community
Searchmg for Rywka from the £édz Ghettp]" S S e e e
traveling exhibition is coming to Buffalo! ok

Traditional food for sale!

During the liberation of Auschwitz in 1945, .
el of Rk Ly, 8 yoing A musical perfbmwnce bg

Jewish girl, was discovered by a Soviet

doctor. The Girl in the Diary: Searching - - . - i .
it ewsomees | Jgpraeli artist Rami Feinstein

powerful excerpts from Rywka’s diary

¢ . - gl . hile she was in bdd? Ghetto from October

. ' - et 1943 - April 1944, This exhibit also includes
expert commentary from histarians, doctors

and Rabbis.
The exhibition is free and open to the public and will be on display atthe | |
-Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum
453 Porter Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14201
_ Open through May 27, 2022

OPENING DAYS AND HOURS: JCCbufl'alo.org
. April and May: Tuesdays-Sundays 11:00 am-4:00 pm » Street parking available

Questions? Email Gon Erez

Sponsors: The Galica Jewish Musear, Bk :-mh Fecerstion, at ge I'E'E'@j'l:ﬂb Uﬂ:a I-G"D rg
HDLO(:AUST RESDU RCE Tha Parmunient Chair of Paligh Cultre ot Can iy o g, the ?rpﬂm FEd ) by ﬂ,'e
CENTER OF BUFFALD Maruscrip Library Museurn, The Kot Founcitioh, Daemnen College’s powered in part q0}
Canrer far Polah Gnades, Srance Mikee and the Poligh Ao Ol and . ¢ S =
. [ i L . ; . Fiart BUFFALO JENWISH FEDERATION :
b thoer et H. e Lo H, Frank Cudtural Ams Fued, 1CC BUFEALD J Reg ister I'IEI'E
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JUNE 27 - AUGUST 12
JUNE 20 - 24 - For girls entering grades 4th & 5th
JuLy 11-29. Sleepaway for girls entering grades 7 - 9

« Sailing with the Buffalo Yacht Club

+ Learn-to-Row with the Buffalo Scholastic Rowing Association
« Horseback riding at the Buffalo Equestrian Center

+ Cooking Classes with Chef Krista Van Wagner

+ Fashion Lab with Arlene Kay

w BUFFALOSEMINARY.ORG/SAS
f  Independent day and boarding school
R iRl e 8 forcollege-bound girls

EST. 1851 205 Bidwell Parkway, Buffalo, NY 14222

PERMANENT MAKEUP - COSMETIC TATTOOING
POST MASTECTOMY - 3D AREOLA/NIPPLE
SCAR CAMOUFLAGE : VITILIGO - TATTOO

SCALP MICRO-PIGMENTATION CLINIC

ESTHETICS - FACIALS - MICRONEEDLING
MICRODERMABRASION
LASH LIFT & TINTING WAXING CENTER
5823 Main St., Williamsville, NY - (716) 601-5498
dermatechllc.com ‘- michealal@dermatechllc.com
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COMMUNITY TIKKUN OLAM

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO

in May to Repair the World

If you are a victim of domestic violence, and need time off to go to court or
medical appointments, your employer may be required to accommodate you.

The Law Office of LINDY KORN

716-856-5676 % LKORN-LAW.COM

l » Celebrate Hillel of Buffalo’s 75 Anniversary Thursday, May 12

at the UB Center for the Arts. Enjoy food, drink, a silent auction,

and a musical performance by students. Tickets are $75/per person

and can be purchased along with tribute ads at wizevents.com/

hillelofbuffalo2022. Contact rabbisara@hillelofbuffalo.org for more
information.

Happy birthday, Israel! Join the Buffalo Jewish Community to

» celebrate Israel’s 74th birthday Sunday, May 15 at the JCC’s Irving
M. Shuman Campgrounds from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Enjoy family
activities, a special ceremony, and a musical performance made
possible in part by the Buffalo Jewish Federation featuring Israeli artist
Rami Feinstein. Food available for purchase. Questions? Contact Gon
Erez: gerez@jccbuffalo.org

Have you always wanted to travel to Israel, or can’t wait to go back?
Join your Buffalo friends and neighbors in the Buffalo Israel
Experience (BIE) II taking place this coming October. Read about it
on page 11, and reserve your spot NOW at buffalojewishfederation.org/
bie. For more information, contact Miriam Abramovich at miriam@
buffalojewishfederation.org.

Don’t miss the HRC’s exhibition The Girl in the Diary through

4 » May 27 at the Karpeles Museum on Porter Ave in Buffalo (see page 21).
Contact Elizabeth Schram at Elizabeth@buffalojewishfederation.org
for more information or to arrange for a guided tour.

Support the people in Ukraine. You can help Jews today by

5)> acting NOW! Make a 2022 Ukraine Crisis Fund donation through
Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) by going to jfeds.org/
CrisisInUkraine or buffalojewishfederation.org and click on the
“Crisis in Ukraine” link.

Where in JBFLO

Where is this found
in Jewish Buffalo e

The first 5 people to correctly identify the location
will be mentioned in next month’s Jewish Journal.

Email your answers to
ellen@buffalojewishfederation.org.

For the April issue, Dan Mink correctly identified the monument in memory
of Holocaust victims and said “this is the monument to the Jewish victims of the
Holocaust, set back in a grove off of Pine Ridge Road. If the urban legend is correct,
my cousin’s grandfather, Alex Bialys, was one of the Survivors who brought back
soap made from Jews, an unfathomable atrocity, buried under this monument...”
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Do you think you are a target
of disability discrimination?

If so, talk to us.

The Law Office of LINDY KORN

(856-5676)

ELECTRIC TOWER 1 -
535 Washington Street, 9th Floor | Buffalo, NY 14203
S
Lindy Korn, Esq

LKORN@LKORN-LAW.COM 3 LKORN-LAW.COM Attorney & Mediator

EXPERIENCED ADVERTISING SALES
EXECUTIVES WANTED

The ideal candidates:
* Know and love the Western New York area
* Love meeting new people
® Possess excellent communication, negotiation,
and closing skills

Full and/or part-time position includes competitive compensation and health benefits.
Email resumes in confidence to Publisher, Barbara Macks at bmacks@buffalospree.com
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SYNAGOGUES ORGANIZATIONS

Jewish Community Organizations
in Western New York

Buffalo Jewish Federation

338 Harris Hill Rd. - Suite 108B
Williamsville, NY 14221

716-463-5050
buffalojewishfederation.org

Rob Goldberg - CEO & Executive Director
Shelly Yellen - President

Buffalo Vaad of Kashrus

49 Barberry Lane

Williamsville, NY 14221

716-534-0230

bvkkosher.com

buffalo@yahoo.com, bvkkosher@gmail.com
Rabbi Eliezer Marcus - Rabbinic Administrator
Michael Paskowitz - President

Center for Jewish Life

Suburbs: 757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

716-639-7600

jewishbuffalo.com

Rabbi Laizer & Chani Labkovski
Downtown: 1016 Lafayette Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14209

716-545-6806

Rabbi Mendy & Chaya Mushka Labkovski

Chabad House of Buffalo
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
716-688-1642
chabadbuffalo.com

Rabbi Moshe Gurary

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

716 580-4600
chainursery.com

Chani Labkovski - Director

Department of Jewish Thought

712 Clemens Hall - University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260

716-645-3695
jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
jewishstudies.buffalo.edu

Dr. Noam Pines - Chair

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies
2640 North Forest Road

Getzville, NY 14068

716-204-1133

jewishphilanthropies.org

Irv Levy - Executive Director

Jonathan Schechter - President

Hadassah

2640 North Forest Road

Getzville, NY 14068
716-929-6504
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Elaine Kellick and Annette Magid -
Co-Presidents

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068

716-204-0542

Judith Katzenelson Brownstein - President

Hillel of Buffalo

Campus Center of Jewish Life
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons
Suite #101B

W. Amherst, NY 14228
716-616-0083
hillelofbuffalo.org

Rabbi Sara Rich - Director

Marc Adler - President

Holocaust Resource Center
338 Harris Hill Rd. - Suite 108B
Williamsville, NY 14221
hrcbuffalo.org

Elizabeth Schram - Director
Wendy Weisbrot - Chair

Jewish Community Center
of Greater Buffalo, Inc.
Benderson Family Building
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
716-688-4033

jccbuffalo.org

Mike Rawl - Executive Director
Alon Kupferman - President

Holland Family Building
787 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14209
716-886-3145

Jewish Community Relations Council
338 Harris Hill Rd. - Suite 108B
Williamsville, NY 14221
buffalojewishfederation.org

Mara Koven-Gelman - Director

Adam Fogel - Co-Chair

Deborah Goldman - Co-Chair

Jewish Discovery Center
831 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
716-632-0467
jewishdiscovery.org

Rabbi Heschel Greenberg

Jewish Family Services Of Western New York
70 Barker Street
Buffalo, NY 14209
716-883-1914
jfswny.org

Molly Short Carr - CEO
Blaine Schwartz - Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments

275 Essjay Road

Williamsville, NY 14221
716-631-8471
jewishfederationapartments.org
Kathleen Haggerty - Property Manager

Jewish Federation Cemetery
Corporation, Inc.

338 Harris Hill Rd. - Suite 108B
Williamsville, NY 14221
buffalojewishfederation.org
716-463-5050

Deborah Pivarsi- Director
Charlotte Gendler- President

Kadimah
kadimah.org
Reneé Lehner - Administrator



Kosher Meals on Wheels

757 Hopkins Road

Williamsville, NY 14221
716-639-7600

koshermow.com

Rabbi Laizer Labkovski - Director
Jeffery Pasler - President

LiNK Jewish Buffalo

338 Harris Hill Rd. - Suite 108B
Williamsville, NY 14221

Miriam Abramovich - Chief Experience Officer
Brenda Feldstein - Chair

Ohr Temimim School

411 John James Audubon Parkway
W. Amherst, NY 14228
716-568-0226
ohrtemimimschool.com

Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz - Principal
Sonia Gellman Young - President

One Stop Jewish Buffalo

A free website updated weekly about all that’s
happening in Jewish Buffalo
onestopjewishbuffalo.com

Nathan Sull - Publisher

Aaron Sull - Editor

Weinberg Campus

2700 North Forest Road

Getzville, NY 14068

716-639-3311

weinbergcampus.org

Robert Mayer- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers - Chairman of the Board

Western New York
Synagogues and Temples

Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,

Getzville, NY 14068

716-688-1642

chabadbuffalo.com

Rabbi Moshe Gurary - Director

Congregation Beth Abraham (Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14222
congregationbethabraham.net

Cantor Irwin Gelman

Marty Kerker - President

Congregation Havurah (Reform)
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
716-689-8059
congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org
Bernard Schenkler - President

Enid Edelman - Membership Chair

Congregation Shir Shalom
(Reform/Reconstructionist)

4660 Sheridan Drive

Williamsville, NY 14221
716-633-8877

shirshalombuffalo.org

Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein

Cantor Arlene Frank

Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Todd Sugarman - President

JDC Shul (Unafilliated)
831 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
716-245-9520
jewishdiscovery.org

Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Levi Greenberg
Rabbi Yehoshua Greenberg

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd

Williamsville, NY 14221
ohrtzion.org/kot

Rabbi Ori Bergman

Cheryl Stein - President

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14214
716-832-5063
chabadbuffalo.com

Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
85 Saranac Avenue

Buffalo New York 14216
716-876-1284
saranacsynagogue.org

President - Shmuel Rashkin
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
1641 North Forest Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
716-838-3232

btzbuffalo.org

Rabbi Adam J. Rosenbaum

Cantor Mark Spindler

Marcia Goldstein - President

Kim Jones - Administrator

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14209

Offices:

700 Sweet Home Road
Ambherst, NY 14226
716-836-6565

tbz.org

Rabbi Sharon Sobel

Jeff Clark - Executive Director
David Goldberg - President

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14301
716-282-2717
niagarafallstemple.com
Rabbi Ellen Franke
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
William Bell - President

Temple Hesed Abraham of Greater
Jamestown (Reform)

Meeting biweekly at Jamestown, NY
Lutheran Church

Rabbi Allen Podet

President - Joe Gerstel (716-665-2118)
valprojdg@netsync.net

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo (Orthodox)
105 Maple Road

Williamsville, NY 14221

716-634-0212

yibuffalo.org

Rabbi Eliezar Marcus

Alex Green - President
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Choose Wesley
for your rehabilitation stay!

Providing cardiac, orthopedic and
reconditioning therapies.

+ ALL PRIVATE ROOMS
+ INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAMS
+ CONVENIENT LOCATION

Call 810-7000 Today
to schedule a tour and pre-apply!

2235 Millersport Highway + Getzville

www.beechwoodcare.org

May 2022 | buffalojewishfederation.org 25


http://jewishdiscoverycenter.org/

IN LOVING MEMORY

Jonathan David Snitzer

1998-2022

Jonathan David Snitzer, a loving son, brother, husband, and loyal
friend, passed away on January 28™ after a year long battle with a rare
and aggressive form of cancer at age 23. He is survived by his wife Sydney
Riedel, mother Ellen Rich, father Eric, sisters Rachel and Zoe, brother Elliot,
grandfather Carl Snitzer, grandparents Peter and Janet Rich, and numerous
aunts, uncles, and cousins. We are honored to share the following eulogy

from his father, Dr. Eric Snitzer.

As a little boy, Jonathan loved Harry
Potter, video games, snack food, and to
be read to at bedtime. He had the cutest
skateboarder haircut. He learned how to
swim but had an endearing aversion to
natural bodies of water.

He loved playing baseball. We spent
countless hours playing catch on our
front lawn. He played on the same travel
team from the age of 8, until his junior
year of high school, and he developed into
a pretty good pitcher, which also carried
over to the high school varsity team. He
had an encyclopedic knowledge of the
NFL, particularly his beloved Bills. He
loved traveling, good food, amusement
parks (particularly roller coasters), and
downhill skiing. He was not the best
dresser, and favored t-shirts, sweat pants
and basketball shorts whenever possible.

He was a loving brother, who always
had the silliest, most creative nicknames
for his siblings. He and Elliot were best
buds and slept in the same bed for years.
He loved having Rachel as his big sister-
confidant and doting on Zoe. He loved
laying on the floor cuddling with our
dog Indy. He was a bit of a homebody
and loved nothing more than just lying
on the couch and watching movies and
going out to dinner with the family. He
loved his double Thanksgiving dinners,
first with his in-laws, and again with his
numerous aunts, uncles, and cousins,
just relaxing and watching football,
enjoying great meals, and just being
together.

He was very bright. He learned to
read before going to preschool, was a
Rubik’s cube expert, and was always
a self-motivated student throughout
elementary, middle and high school. He
aced his SATs and finished with a 4.0
average as a Biomedical Engineering
major at Case Western Reserve
University. He was just starting his
second semester at the University of
Rochester School of Medicine when
he received his diagnosis. Although he
was only able to complete one semester
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of medical school, he received an
award as the top student in Gross
Anatomy in his class.

He never required any discipline,
never needed reminding to do his
schoolwork, and never had any
significant quarrels with his siblings
or friends. The only prodding we
ever had to do was to get him
prepared for his Bar Mitzvah. He
waited until the last minute to
fully learn his torah portion, but
in the end did a great job. He never
really liked going to religious school
or services and had a precocious
skepticism regarding the existence
of God and the necessity of religion.
However, in the end, he respected
its traditions, particularly its
importance in marking life cycle
events.

In his sophomore year of high
school, Jon met Sydney. What
started as a first-ever high school
relationship survived through those
years, the difficulties of separation
during college, and then through
the struggles of Jon’s illness. Upon
receiving his terminal diagnosis,
Jon promptly proposed to Sydney.
The shining moment of this past
year was August 7" when they were
married. We take great solace that
in his short life he was able to find
his soulmate and experience the joy
of true love.

Last January, Jon called
from school to say that he was
experiencing some chest pain.
He went to get a chest x-ray the
following day, which led to more
exams and the subsequent biopsy of
a large mass in his chest, a primary
mediastinal germ cell tumor. While
most germ cell tumors have a
pretty good prognosis, the subtype
that starts in the chest does not.
Following three rounds of in-patient
chemotherapy without a significant
response, we proceeded to Indiana

He will truly be forever loved,
always missed,
and never forgotten.

University, where he underwent a 6-week
treatment, which included two cycles of high
dose chemotherapy each followed by a bone
marrow transplant.

This knocked back the tumor, but not
enough for him to qualify for curative surgery.
However, it gave him a few months of respite
when he felt pretty good, enabling him to
enjoy the wedding and do some travelling
with Sydney.

Additional outpatient palliative chemo did
not help. Hereturned to Indiana to participate
in a clinical trial last October. The trial drug
helped at first, but by the third month, the
tumor showed further progression. When
the study drug was discontinued, the tumor
returned with a vengeance, and Jon passed
just two weeks later.

During his last few days, at which time
he was in extreme pain despite high doses
of morphine, Sydney, Rachel, Elliot and
Zoe stayed by his side doing whatever
was necessary for his care. It was a time
of immense sadness, but it was strangely
beautiful to see so much love.

Despite his diagnosis, the recurrent
disappointments at the failure of his
treatments, as well as the persistent pain
he experienced, his strength and courage

were inspiring. He was always very
appreciative and respectful to all the
nurses, physicians and staff involved
with his care. He never lost his sweet
disposition, delightful sense of humor,
or his tremendous love and appreciation
for his family and friends, and he never
wallowed in self-pity.

The love and pride we have for him
is infinite, and his loss something we
will never get over. He will truly be
forever loved, always missed, and never
forgotten.

It was always Jon’s wish to help others
with his condition, and he and Sydney
tried to solicit ideas from his oncologists.
With this in mind, Sydney set up the
Jonathan Snitzer Memorial Fund on
GoFundMe. While its exact purpose is
still evolving, it will be used to support a
website with information and resources
for other young adults and their families
dealing with this terrible disease. It will
also be used to encourage other patients
to participate in clinical trials in hopes of
finding new more effective treatments,
and a better chance for a cure. Gratefully
appreciated donations can be made at
https:gofund.me/36e5f04e.



Gerda Weissmann Klein

1924-2022

Holocaust Survivor and former
Buffalonian Gerda Weissmann Klein
died April 3 in Phoenix, Arizona.

Born in Poland, Gerda was 15 years
old when the Nazis invaded her country.
Forced to live in the basement of her
childhood home for nearly three years,
she and her parents were ultimately
moved to a ghetto with other Jews
from the town. From there, her
parents were deported to Auschwitz.
She never saw them, nor her beloved
brother again. Gerda spent the next
three years in a succession of slave-
labor and concentration camps, until
forced to walk a 350-mile death march
in which 2,000 women were subjected
to exposure, starvation, and arbitrary
execution. Fewer than 120 survived.
Despite such atrocities, Gerda never lost
the will to live.

She was liberated in May, 1945 by
American soldier Kurt Klein (z”1), whom
she married in Paris in 1946. She and
her late husband then settled in Buffalo
following the War, and raised their
family together in Western New York.
The Kleins moved to Phoenix, Arizona
following Kurt’s retirement as a printer
to be near their children.

Gerda is survived by her children:
Vivian (James) Ullman, Leslie (Roger)
Simon, James (Lynn) Klein; her
grandchildren Alysa (Adam) Cooper,
Julie (Ben) Loftsgaarden, Andrew (Katie)
Ullman, Lindsay Ullman, Melissa (David)
Barth, Jessica (Adam) Glick, Jennifer
(Sam) Lehman, Alexa Klein; and her
Chai 18 great grandchildren Elias, Jonas,
Tyler, Blake, Maddie, Micah, Kayla, twins

Cole and Levi, Julian, Jake, Brandon,
Savannah, Ava, Elsa, twins Stella and
Joshua, and Leo.

A private burial was held and her
family will honor her life and legacy
with a virtual celebration on Sunday,
May 1. Details for this special event will
be shared on the Citizenship Counts
website. Donations may be made in
Gerda’s memory to Citizenship Counts,
KAVOD which ensures dignity for
Holocaust survivors, or the Holocaust
Resource Center of Buffalo at
hrcbuffalo.org.

A special story about Buffalo’s deep
connection with Gerda will appear in
next month’s Jewish Journal.

CORRECTION:
In the March issue, Beverly Pierce’s

name was inadvertently omit-
ted from the 2021 Honor Roll of
Donors in the $100-$499 category.

In Remembrance

The following individuals in our community passed away during the period from
March 21 - April 17,2022% May their memories forever be a blessing,and may their
loved ones be comforted among the mourners of Zion.

Charles M. Breinin
Doris Epstein
Anni Fierstein
Amy Hahn

1_ Steven L. Janis
) Gerda Weissmann Klein
Carol Oleshansky

Lys Esther Revel

Kurt T. Sajda

Sanford Silverberg

*If we inadvertently missed printing the listing of your loved one, please write to
ellen@buffalojewishfederation.org and we will include the name next month.

JEWISHJOURNAL

A publication of The Buffalo Jewish Federation

To place a birth, engagement, wedding, retirement,
b’nai mitzvah, anniversary, graduation,
death notice or memorial:

Contact Cindy Oppenheimer
at 716-308-4843 « coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.com
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Greater Buffalo’s Only Jewish Monument Company for Over 90 Years
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Trusted by
Jewish Buffalo
Families for
Four Generations

893-2500

“We felt educated and supported
through every step of the process of
desr'ﬂnmg the perfect monument to my

er. We were given all of the time

pressured in any way.”
- Peter H.

www.leonkomm.com
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THE SOUND OF THE CITY
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THE SONGS
YOU KNOW.

THE MUSIC YOU LOVE.

Featuring:
Frank Sinatra
Dionne Warwick
Tom Jones
Ella Fitzgerald
Tony Bennett
The Carpenters

STREAMING LIVE AT
WEBRRADIO.COM

(NOT) THE LAST WORD

Israel walking a political tightrope
as Russia wages war against Ukraine

BY HAROLD HALPERN

NOTE: This essay originally appeared
in The Sarasota Herald-Tribune March 5
and is reprinted by permission of the
author.

I can’t remain silent as Russia attacks
Ukraine. I have read many columns analyzing
the causes of the war, including claimed
policy errors of our government after the
breakup of the former Soviet Union (FSU)
and President Vladimir Putin’s insatiable
quest to restore the FSU and re-establish
Russia as a great power in the world. So, too,
have I read much about the potential future
effects of this war.

I have had many Zoom sessions with
knowledgeable friends, some of whom have
served in the diplomatic corps. Whenever
we get to sharing thoughts on the causes
of the war, my brother Ralph redirects the
conversation. The causes of the war, he
reminds us, are for the historians. We must
deal with the issue of “what should be done
now and what are the outcomes we can
foresee.”

So, I’ll adopt that limitation as best as I'm
able. President Joseph Biden has made it clear
beyond a doubt that the United States will not
send military forces of any kind to Ukraine.
This has been off the table since Russia’s
threat to attack was apparent. This limited
the deterrent effect of all other actions we
may take. This was a political decision, the
rationale for which is that Ukraine, not a
member of NATO, is not assured we will come

et} LT Ty
Harold Halpern
to its defense as we are obligated
to for NATO members, including
the smaller states of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania. It has been
suggested that this is an inadequate
justification. One merely need look
to South Korea, Vietnam, Kuwait,
where we aided with strong military
forces to save the nations from war
and to protect our interests as well
as to the two wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq. In Vietnam alone almost
60,000 American military lost their
lives.

Our president has avoided
discussions of these prior wars
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One Walden Galleria

Buffalo, NY 14225

in making this decision to assure
Americans, who are tired of distant
wars, that we will not have body bags
bringing back our dead, which all public
polls show is the public’s strong point
of view. Moreover, he doesn’t want to
engage in war with Russians for fear of
it escalating into a world war. So, this
decision also will be left to historians.

President Biden has brought unity
in the European Union, in NATO
and many countries of the world, to
condemn Russia and to invoke serious
economic sanctions on Russia, its banks,
political leaders, including Putin, and its
oligarchs, which will seriously impact its
economy. The consensus is that this will,
by itself, not deter Russia in its military
quest to conquer Ukraine and overturn
its democratically elected government.

The consequences, as well as their
scope, are uncertain. In the near-term
Russian citizens will significantly suffer.
Many of their children, husbands, and
friends will be killed and wounded. The
sanctions have already reduced the
value of the ruble, making food and all
necessary goods more expensive and
reducing their ability to import needed
daily items, and the stock market has
collapsed. Soon the economy will
decline and standard of living seriously
impaired.

Tom Friedman of The New York Times
wrote on March 2, “Every day that Putin
refuses to stop we get closer to the gates
of hell.” Surely that is so for Ukrainians.
TV reports graphically show the horror.
By the time you read this Russia may
have toppled much of Ukraine. The
consensus is that Putin will not stop
until Ukraine is conquered, and a puppet
government installed. Then begin the
guerilla actions of the Ukrainians to
return to freedom in a broken country.

Europe will suffer as they are
dependent on Russian natural gas and
petrol. There is not enough in the rest of
the world to make up for the loss. Today
these items are not sanctioned as the
damage to European economies will be
greater than the benefit of sanctions.



The danger is Russia will increase the
prices or use it as a political tool. The
Europeans will be sitting on a tinder box
as there very well might be a renewal of a
cold war with Russia. And one must ask,
will Russia attack tiny Estonia and/or
Latvia and Lithuania, bordering Russia,
and test the United States and NATO
which are treaty bound under Article 5
to come to their defense?

The world is interconnected, and all
will suffer consequences from the war.
But let me write a few words about the
potential impact on Israel. Israel has
positive relations with both Ukraine and
Russia. There are 1 million or more
Russian-speaking Israelis who largely
came from the FSU between 1990 and
1999. This makes a natural affinity with
the culture of the two countries.

Israel imports from Ukraine mostly
foodstuffs with 50% of its wheat
coming from Ukraine. The war and
its ensuing consequences will make
wheat scarce and more costly. Egypt
and Middle East counties will similarly
suffer. Additionally, Israel’s high-tech
firms rely on about 20,000 Ukrainian
employees. Their continuing status with
Israel is in doubt.

Israel’s relations with Russia are more
in the geopolitical realm. Russia is filling
the American vacuum in the Middle
East and is successfully propping up the
government of Syria. But at the same time
Iran is supporting Hezbollah, a terrorist
proxy in the Middle East committed to
destroying Israel. Israel regularly bombs
military storage facilities and deliveries
of weapons coming from Iran to Syria.
Russia and Israel have arrangements not
to interfere with Israel’s missions.

Israel has a tightrope to walk not
to offend Russia but at same time
join the West in condemnation of an
aggressive war. It has tried to stay
quiet by providing humanitarian aid to
Ukraine but not weapons or armaments.
It unenthusiastically joined in the UN’s
condemnation of Russia but even that
angered Putin. He lashed out telling
the world he doesn’t recognize Israel’s
annexation of the Golan Heights.

Most important, Israel must maintain
excellent relations with the United
States, its principal supporter, and be
true to its own value of justice. As a
small country this is vital for its survival.

Retired Sarasota and former Buffalo
attorney Harold Halpern is a board
member of the American Association of
Jewish Lawyers and Jurists.

FOR THOSE WHOSE FAVORITE
SPORIT IS DRINVING

2022 GENESIS G70

2.0T SEDAN

MSRP STARTING AT $41,825

Don't let the fact that it's a luxury sedan fool you. The G70 2.0T is a sports car that
just happens to have four doors. If you're a performance enthusiast, you'll feel the
responsiveness you crave from the 2.0L Turbo GDI 4-cylinder engine as it unleashes
252 horsepower4 through an 8-speed automatic gearbox - one that includes paddle
shifters on the steering wheel.

GENESIS OF AMHERST
3673 SHERIDAN DRIVE | AMHERST, NY 14226 ‘%GF'

716.265.6825 | GENESISOFAMHERST.COM GENESIS
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g" heatre for Everyone
JEWISH REPERTORY THEATRE

of Western New York, a project of the JCC of Greater Buftalo

iisissl Modern Orthodox
May 5-29, 2022

Directed by: Steve Vaughan
Starring: Zachary Bellus, Genevieve Ellis, and Adam Yellen

The Maxine & Robert Seller Theatre
Benderson Family Building
2640 N. Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068 |

Box Office: 716-650-7626
www.jewishrepertorytheatre.org

@ | . Special Event!

s  Screening: The Raft
- ¥- " Thursday May 12, 7:30 pm

N TTOSN

Transit Drive-In

A Radient Girl My Dearest Enemy Wet Dog Xueta Island The Red Star
4/28 - 4/30 5f1-5/3 5/4 -5/6 5/T-5/9 5f10-5/12

Screenings at Amherst Dipson Theater

B s

Kiss Me Kosher Here We Are Fiddler's Journey Three Minutes - Image of Victory Song Searcher
5/13 | 4:00 pm 54| 7:30 pm to the Big Screen A Lengthening 58| 730 pm S99 | 7:30 pm
5/16|7:30 pm 5/16 | 4:00 pm 5/15|1:00p 517 | 7:30 pm

JCC BUFFALO For tickets and schedules, visit bijff.org or scan QR code
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