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Thera's
something
about the JCC

CelebrateiSukkot %

Sunday, October 13

11:00°" - 1:00°™

Learn about Sukkot’s origins, practice the
mitzvah of shaking the lulav and etrog,
share stories, sing songs and eat. Move
gently, standing or seated, to Yehudit
Goldfarb’s“Otiyot Chayyot,” the living
letters of the holiday that grew out of
Goldfarb’s Tai Chi practice.

Activities led by Yonina Andrea Foster, Ph.D.,
creative spiritual and ritual leader,
educator, and songstress.

Tickets: $10.00 Includes Fruits & Harvest
Salads by Buffalo Kosher Gourmet.
Outside Benderson Family Building, Amherst
In case of inclement weather the event
will be moved inside.

Rocky Colvito¥
Book Event and Signing

Sunday, October 6 2:00 - 3:30°™

Step back in time and join historian and
author Mark Goldman in conversation with
Buffalo News writer Mark Sommer about
his new book: "Rocky Colavito: Cleveland's
Iconic Slugger". Rocky Colavito captivated
fans during the 1950s and 1960s with his
moviestar looks, boyish enthusiasm,
powerful batting and cannon-like arm.
Reception with ballpark favorites, book
sale/signing to follow.

Tickets: General $10  Student $5
Benderson Family Building, Amherst

JCC BUFFALQO

F‘Mrwﬁr Everyone
EWISH REPERTORY THEATRE

of Westorn Mew York, o project of ihe JCOC of Greater BufTala

OpenslOctober24

Join us for a season of entertaining
theatre, staged readings,
panel discussions and more!

www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com

Group & student discounts available!

Box office: 716-650-7626
Showeclix box office: 888-718-4253
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Tuesday, October 8
Center closes at 3:30°™
Aquatics at 3:00°™

Wednesday, October 9 - JCC is closed
_ \. Y _., e

_f,‘-": -
\\ i~

—

2 /»«
;;_,):_

Sukkot. -
Sunday, October 13

Center closes at 6:00°™
Aquatics at 5:30°"

»

Monday, October 14 - JCC is closed

Tuesday, October 15
Facility open, business offices closed
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Shemini‘Atzerets=

Sunday, October 20

Center closes at 6:00°™

Aquatics at 5:30°™

Monday, October 21
Facility open, business offices closed

Tuesday, October 22
Facility open, business offices closed

Benderson Family Building Helland Family Building J CC Hou rs
Amherst ‘“’F Buffalo Sun 8:00°- 6:00%
2640 Morth Forest Road . 787 Delaware Avenue  Mon-Thurs 5:30*"-9:30°"
adjacent to UB North ' at Summer Street Friday 5:30em-7:000"
688-4033 B86-3145 Sat -8:00%"- 6:00P"



EMPIRE

CUSTOM CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS
—— LUXURY BY DESIGN — —— Corner of Transit & Walden

READY FOR NEW

DESIGN | MANUFACTURE | INSTALL // CUSTOM CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

716.404.9015 | 3291 Walden Ave, Depew, NY 14043 | EmpireGMQ.com/jj
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WHAT’S INSIDE...

October 2019

Editor's Note

Ellen Goldstein, Editor

We arrive at October during Rosh Hashanah—a holy
and invigorating time of the year, because of the Days of
Awe as well as the beginning of the school and program
years. The days are holy in that we celebrate our High Holy
Days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and the fall fes-
tivals of Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah—all in
October. They are invigorating in that there is so much to
do, to learn, to accomplish and to become.

And we also remember the tragedy of October 2018
and the murders of 11 innocent Jews in the Tree of Life
Synagogue, as well as the upsurge in anti-Semitism and
violence against Jews around the world. But we are not, as
a community, staying in our homes, afraid to venture out in
the world. As you can see on the cover and the subsequent
story on pages 6 and 7, we are communally taking action.
The hiring of Susan DeMari as our Community Security
Director last spring has led to concrete steps to keep our
community safe. She has built new relationships with law
enforcement, and we have thousands of dollars to improve
physical security for our buildings. We continue to build
relationships with other communities through the leader-
ship of the JCRC, and we continue to advocate against hate.

And in case you don’t already know it, there is a lot
going on in Jewish Buffalo. Check out Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s visit to Buffalo by on page
9, art shows on pages 10,11, and 16, Israeli visitors to our
community on pages 17,29, and 34, and more than enough
programs, services, concerts and theatre to keep anyone
and everyone busy!

Happy birthday to two special centenarians Syd Cole
and Dorothy Shaw; they both define the strength and wis-
dom that is Jewish Buffalo (page 16).

If you received this paper before Rosh Hashanah,
Shana Tova Umetukah - a good and sweet new year to you
and your family. If you received it after Rosh Hashanah,
G’'mar Hatimah Tovah—may you be sealed in the Book
of Life for a good year. Thanks for reading The Jewish
Journal. | am grateful to the community, my invaluable col-
leagues at Buffalo Jewish Federation-especially CEO Rob
Goldberg, the readers and all the contributors to this com-
munal endeavor, as well as to the talented staff at Spree
Magazine-especially to Publisher Barbara Macks, Sales
Director Cynthia Oppenheimer, and Designer Kim Miers—

for allowing us to reach
this, our 80th beautiful
issue.

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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From Mourning to Action , “#@&

Our Jewish community has moved from mourning over anti-
Semitic murders in Pittsburgh and Poway to taking action here at
home. Photo credits clockwise: -Rally in Jerusalem 10/27/18- Ellen
Goldstein; Rally in Buffalo 10/18- Karen Zakalik; Amherst police
officers, Park Head of School Jeremy Besch, Buffalo Security Director
Susan DeMari; ( next 3 photos) applying security film to windows
at Temple Beth Tzedek; Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh
courtesy of The Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle; Rally in Jerusalem- Ellen
Goldstein.
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FROM THE FEDERATION PRESIDENT COMMUNITY

Looking for a good book to read?

I am one of three women who
study in a chevruta here in Buffalo.
A chevruta, whose root word in
Hebrew means “friendship” or
“companionship”, is the name for a
small group that studies, analyzes,
discusses and debates shared
(traditionally Talmudic) religious
texts. My chevruta seeks to meet
weekly but life often gets in the way
so when we do meet, it is a cherished
experience.

We are currently delving through the
Book of Joshua. What I love about this
book (the first of the Prophets) is that it
is also the first to follow Deuteronomy,
the last book of the Torah. In essence,
Joshua is the first post-Torah book; the
first sequel, you might say. In it we find
out what happens to the Israelites once
they cross in to Canaan.

During Simchat Torah, which we
celebrate in two weeks, we finish reading
Deuteronomy. We read that the Israelites
are about to enter the land (this was
building up in much of the Torah). We
know G-d shows Moses, our great leader,
the land from atop a mountain but that
Moses dies, never entering the land.
Also on Simchat Torah we start reading
the Torah from the very beginning in
Genesis, repeating the yearlong cycle of
reading the Torah cover-to-cover, not
ever finding out “what happens next”.

In Joshua we find out.

The Book of Joshua is filled with
great stories. It involves spies, a heroic
prostitute, battles, and the establishment
of a new home in our promised land. It
explains, in painstaking detail, where
each of the 12 tribes settled. I'm amazed

The entire Board and Staff of the Buffalo Jewish Federation *
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that many of the towns and locations
listed in Joshua still exist today in
modern Israel, places with names like
Beersheba, Beit Shemesh, the Jordan
River and Kiryat Arba.

One group of Israelites settles east
of the Jordan. Their new residence is
not near the group that houses the
Tabernacle, which holds the holy tablets
given by G-d to Moses on Sinai. So they
build for themselves their own altar in
their new location, in order to have a
place to worship G-d. Upon learning of
this, a group from the west side of the
Jordan, close to the Tabernacle and led
by the Israelite priest Pinchas, become
very upset. They see the building of this
new altar as a treacherous, rebellious
act against G-d which they fear will
jeopardize G-d’s good favor toward
the entire community. In other words,

wish you and your loved ones a sweet New Year!

Pinchas believes his brethren were
worshipping the wrong way, and that
they were messing it up for everyone.

However the first group explains to
Pinchas that they are not rebelling.
Rather, since they live far from where
the Tabernacle sits, they built an altar as
they want their children to know their
heritage, worship their G-d and to be
part of their people. Their act is one of
devotion and commitment. We built this
altar, they explain, so we can teach our
children.

This passage is basically describing
our community and world even today.
Like our ancestors, we too look to teach
our children, to ensure that they are
part of the greater community, and
conversely that the community includes
them. Like the Israelites in Joshua, we
also improvise by establishing our places
of worship in places that work for us. For
some that might be a formal sanctuary
setting, while for others it is summer
camp, or Hillel on the UB Campus, or
the Chabad House, or Becker Farms.
I’'ve participated in prayers in an airport
terminal and on a bus in Israel. In my
experience, congregations and places of
worship exist in all sorts of places.

And, for those not inclined to pray
with a congregation, people may choose
other ways to find meaning. I have
friends who plan to go hiking on Rosh
Hashanah, and I know Israelis who do
the same, finding meaning in a smaller
group, in what might be considered a
non-traditional setting.

I am inspired by the stories in our
ancient books. When we delve in to
the stories, we learn how human our

¢‘/

ancestors were, how difficult life was
and we learn from their decisions, their
good deeds and their colossal mistakes.
Reading about this episode in joshua
reminded me of how we often judge
other’s ways of doing things. Pinchas
concluded that the worship at this new
altar was wrong and would negatively
affect the entire community. But the
lesson is that when Pinchas’s brethren
explained to him the purpose of their
newly built alter, he embraced the
construction. Pinchas then understood
that this group, now living remotely,
figured out how to bring community
and Judaism to their families as best
they could. As a result, Pinchas and
the leaders made a special dedication
at this new altar, and called it aid, the
Hebrew word for witness, because it was
meant to remind future generations of
the people’s connection to the Jewish
community, despite the geographical
distance. Our ancestors understood
that future generations would want to
innovate, that in fact they must innovate,
and this “witnessing” is a reminder to all
of us that we are bound together as Jews
for all time, regardless of how we choose
to worship.

So as we celebrate our Holy Day and
holiday season, I wish each of us a happy,
healthy New Year, and I hope each of us
finds places and ways that facilitate
meaningful moments at this time of
year. I’'m looking forward to being with
my family and I’ll attend formal services.
But later I’ll go for a long walk outside.

Shana Tova.

Leslie Shuman Kramer is president of
Buffalo Jewish Federation.
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To our Investors
Who support
The Campaign for Jewish Buffalo!

Thank you for your gifts!

Did you know that
more than 80%
of the dollars donated to the
Campaign for Jewish Buffalo

stays right here in Western New York,

supporting local organizations and
agencies and benefitting Buffalo?
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Campaign for Jewish
Kicks Off in

The Campaign for Jewish Buffalo 2020 kicked off when new Campaign Chairs
Howard Rosenhoch and Joni Shatkin, along with Sam Shatkin, Randi Morkisz
and Rob Goldberg, participated in the JFNA’s summer Mission to Argentina and
Uruguay. Below are their reflections, and their belief that when we give to the
Campaign for Jewish Buffalo, we not only help Buffalonians, we save Jews the

world over.

Report from the Chairs

Howard Rosenhoch

Joni Shatkin and I, along with Joni’s
husband Sam, and Rob Goldberg and Randi
Morkisz, returned last month from a Jewish
Federations of North America Mission to
Buenos Aires, Argentina and Montevideo,
Uruguay. Our Mission focused on training
in Total Financial Resource Development
(TFRD)-A holistic approach to having
conversations with our donors about how
your commitments can fund our local and
worldwide Jewish Community now and in
the future.

We also had the opportunity to
witness and interact with the vibrant
Jewish communities in Buenos Aires and
Montevideo and see where our dollars go
and to whom. Here is a story that impacted
me:

Rosita is a young woman from Caracas,
Venezuela, now living in Buenos Aires.
Rosita’s story, and that of her parents still
living in Venezuela, are what left a lasting
impression on me.

Venezuela is a failed state, the result of
years and years of unchecked government
corruption. There is a total breakdown
of any services, from water, power, food
delivery and security and law enforcement.
There was once a thriving Jewish
community there of some 20,000. As the
situation in the country deteriorated, the
Jews of Venezuela fell into a state of intense
danger. This is when our partner agencies,
the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) and the
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), sprang
into action.

In collaboration with each other, the
first thing they did was to make sure that
every Jew in Venezuela had a passport.
That way, JAFI and JDC were able to
extricate to safe places three-quarters of
the Venezuelan Jews, some 15,000 of our
brothers and sisters. That is how Rosita
was able to move to and start a new life in
Buenos Aires. Rosita’s parents, however,
are among the 5,000 Jews remaining in
Venezuela, those too old or infirm to make
the dangerous and harrowing journey that
Rosita made. JAFI and the JDC are, as we

(Top) Sam Shatkin and the archltect of La
Shoah Memorial site (Middle) Joni and Sam
Shatkin with others at ORT University in
Montevideo (Bottom) Joni Shatkin at the US
Embassy at Buenos Aires

speak, providing for those Venezuelan Jews
by secretly stockpiling and distributing,
at great risk, food, medicine and other
life essentials for the remaining Jews of
Venezuela.

The JDC is the 9-1-1 of the world Jewish
community, and JAFI works to help Jews
the world over make Aliyah to Israel or
relocate from threatened to more stable
Jewish communities. These are our partner
agencies that are funded by your gifts to
the Buffalo Jewish Federation campaign.
Your gifts help create and maintain the
infrastructure of trained professionals who
are ready at a moment’s notice to jump into
action to save Jews the world over.

It is because of your gifts that JAFI and
JDC have been able, in coordination with
each other, to make and activate the plan
that is saving what was once a thriving




COMMUNITY

Buffalo 2020

This elegantly designed “Milazzo” contemporary, has
a first floor master suite with over 3,100 square feet
of living space. This custom designed home was built
with spectacular, architectural details and top of the
line amenities. Some of the special features included
are “Elite” custom, chef’s kitchen remodeled in 2007
with stainless steel appliances, granite counters,
tumble marble back splash, planning desk area,
double ovens and sub-zero refrigerator. Additional
inclusions are hardwood floors, many replacement
windows, painted throughout in 2012, new roof in
2011, completely renovated master bath in 2013,
new heating, air conditioner and humidifier in 2012,
6070 Whitegate Crossing . $399,900 security system, sprinkler system, 2 fireplaces with one
in the second floor 28x24 sitting room, wonderful first
floor library with built-ins and so much more.

Jews are Jews all over
the world but it was especially
impactful to see how Jews take
care of Jews no matter what,
in times Of happiness gorgeous, private, over-sized professionally landscaped
’ gardens, stone patio with built-in barbeque, full house

and In times Of need- While in Argentina, we met generator, fabulous over-sized kitchen with stainless
with young, enthusiastic high appliances, double ovens and granite counters.
schoolers who mostly went to Additional inclusions are separate, heated sun room

. and library with built-ins, Brazilian cherry floors, Master
Jewish schools. They were able to Suite with California Closets, separate commode room,

choose from so many schools to Library could be 3rd bedroom, 9 foot ceilings with
meet their religious needs. Many crown moldings everywhere. 171 Harbridge Manor o $649,900
high school graduates then take a

gap year to Israel where true
meehenets Sl BONNIE CLEMENT

before going to on to college. It’s

Elegant and magnificently decorated with top of the
line amenities, this is a custom Marrano patio home,
situated in Williamsville’s only gated community.
Some of the special features included in this home are

. like Birthright on steroids! Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
(Clockwise from top) Israeli embassy bombing site in Buenos We visited a Hillel and also an
Aires, Buffalo group at the US Embassy after meeting the ORT college in Uruguay to see, Cel I: 7 1 6.5 5 3 .83 84 o
US ambassador, Buffalo group in Uruguay on their way to . . . ) H l | NT
the La Shoah Holocaust memorial, Libertad Synagogue in aga%n, the enthusiasm of b?lng bsclement @ aol.com | BonnieClement.com »
Buenos Aires with the entire JFNA group, La Shoah memorial  JeWishas a young South American - . : Since 1911
view of the river, symbolizing immigrant arrival to new lifein ~ adult. We met with Shinshinim HUNT ERA Williamsville Village Branch:
America. Photos courtesy of Sam Shatkin. who are students from Israel that 5570 Main Street, 1st Floor, Williamsville, NY 14221 ERA

come over to work in the Jewish
Jewish community in Venezuela. We were privileged  schools before the army. We also
to meet Rosita, and the JAFI and JDC leaders who  met with kids making aliyah that

told us the story of the Venezuelan Jews. And I thank  day, and there wasn’t a dry eye in Divo rce dan d C on fl i C‘l' M ed i a ‘l'i on

you for your gifts to the Campaign for Jewish Buffalo,  the room.

which makes this story a reality. Their Jewish life cycle in
Argentina is amazing, as we saw
Joni Shatkin when we visited a Jewish nursing Paul Pearson has over 40 years’ experience in providing

In South America, we got to see first-hand where = home and got to hear beautiful
some of our Federation dollars go, outside of Buffalo.  stories about the elderly who are
I really didn’t know what to expect on this visit, but ~ so well cared for. Their stories
what we found was a vibrant Jewish community of = melted our hearts, as we sang and
165,00 people in Buenos Aries. The funny thing is  danced with them.
that these people could have been our neighbors. Jews are Jews all over the world
You see while so many escaped Europe, some boats  but it was especially impactful
they traveled on went to the US, and some boats to see how Jews take care of
turned in the other direction—to South America—to  Jews no matter what, in times of
escape persecution. happiness, and in times of need.

innovative resolution services for a variety of conflicts.
As an attorney and senior mediator, Paul facilitates
out-of-court settlements, crafting individual solutions
for each problem- saving you time, money and stress.

Paul D. Pearson, Esq.
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TOWARD A MORE SECURE

Taking Action

By Rob Goldberg

Recent events have forced our Federation and
others across North America to recognize that
Jewish communities cannot be complacent or
cavalier with regard to security. Community security
today is among our key priorities and requires all
of us to take a proactive stance in addressing this
most serious challenge for our region in Western
New York.

Last December Federation created the Secure Jewish
Buffalo Fund in order to gather the resources necessary to
secure our community. To date, Federation has received
over 300 gifts for a total of $225,000, including a grant
from the State of New York that was obtained through the
efforts of State Senator Tim Kennedy (D-Buffalo).

Last spring, Federation hired Susan DeMari as the
first-ever Community Security Coordinator. A native
Buffalonian, Susan holds a similar role for the Syracuse
Jewish Community. Susan has led the effort to address
the security status of each community physical plant and
has helped develop a standardized plan of action and
toolbox that they can effectively draw from to keep our
communities safe.

Here are just a few action steps Susan has led over
the past 6 months:

e Information Sharing: Implementation of a
rapid communication system through SCN (Secure
Community Network of the Jewish Federations of North
America) to provide alerts and critical information to
all sectors of Jewish Buffalo.

 Off Duty Detail(s): Coordination of scheduling of all
off-duty police presence security details in the Town of
Ambherst.

» Security Awareness and Training: Facilitation of
Usher and Greeter Trainings, as well as Active Shooter
Trainings in partnership with the Jewish Community
Center.

» Convenings: Bringing together all branches of Law
Enforcement to express our appreciation and to discuss
how we work best together.

Support our Efforts

Perhaps the greatest threat to the Jewish community is
amnesia, when we forget about Pittsburgh and Poway and
are lured into a false sense of security.

That is why the need to raise funds continues to be a
priority for Federation - to provide the resources needed
to empower individuals and organizations and establish
a culture of security consciousness, preparedness and
resiliency to ensure a more secure Jewish Buffalo. You
can make a gift on line at buffalojewishfederation.org or
by mailing a check payable to Buffalo Jewish Federation,
2640 North Forest Road, Getzville, NY 14068.

Rob Goldberg is CEO of Buffalo Jewish Federation.
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Our Vision

By Susan DeMari

Through the vision and foresight of the Buffalo Jewish
Federation, swift measures have been put into place to
fortify and secure Jewish Buffalo since I was hired as the
new Community Security Director last April. Through a
collaborative and reciprocal partnership between the Jewish
Federation, our houses of worship, our Jewish organizations
and our federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, we
have started to create a safer and more secure environment.

Susan DeMari recently coordinated a meeting with Amherst Police at
the Park School.

Rob Goldberg and I share a genuine vision for the safety of the
Jewish community. The members of the Security Task Force, the
Federation’s volunteer leadership and staff (in particular, Joan
Kwiatkowski) have all been unfailingly supportive of not only
our efforts, but our vision for Secure Jewish Buffalo. Synagogues
and agencies are fully on board and the response for requests for
assistance have been tremendously gratifying. I have been truly
delighted with the speed at which we have been able to establish
lines of communication, protocols and training sessions within
Jewish Buffalo. There has been no push-back, no infighting, no
reluctance — everyone is fully behind the goal of making the
community a safer place in which to worship and be Jewish.

Buffalo is my home town. I grew up here, went to school here,
and still have family here. Like I have done in Syracuse for the
last two decades, I want Jewish Buffalo to have the benefit of
making the community a safer place to worship and be Jewish.
Despite working full-time in my capacity as an attorney, and
working for the Syracuse community on a part-time basis, it is
equally as important to me to make the time to work with the
Buffalo Jewish Federation to enhance the safety and well-being
of what I consider to be “our community.”

My work in Syracuse since 2000 has emphasized a coordinated
and unified approach to critical safety and security needs,
emphasizing common standards to embrace a culture of
security awareness, preparedness and disaster response. This
approach was recognized and developed nationally by the Secure
Community Network (SCN) in 2004. Together with SCN, we
have established proactive and reactive protocols that endorse
there being one point-person who works exclusively with law
enforcement on behalf of the Jewish community. In Syracuse,
and now Buffalo, we have developed the ability to be in contact

with our law enforcement partners 24/7. Not only with
law enforcement, but for the leaders in the Jewish
community as well, we have implemented an alert
system that provides rapid information sharing should
the need arise. Most importantly and appreciated by
law enforcement, we have developed an established
protocol for each Jewish agency to address their
non-emergent needs by allowing the Federation to
help accomplish objectives, to include training, off-
duty police presence security details, and coordinated
information sharing in response to situations that
arise, to include suspicious activities and/or persons.
Rapid information sharing, through this protocol has
already served us well in several instances.

Buffalo, like Syracuse, is concerned and committed
to ensure the safety not only of their own institutions
but of the community as a whole. Unlike Syracuse,
the Buffalo Jewish community is not compact. Rather,
it is geographically disbursed, larger and has more
synagogues, more buildings and campuses in more
than one location. Although it makes it somewhat
more challenging, part of our protocol provides our
partners in law enforcement with a jurisdictional map
as to where our spaces are located. Fortunately for
me, the willingness of the Buffalo Jewish community’s
responsiveness to security issues and willingness
to work together in a cooperative and coordinated
manner, together with the generous commitment of
financial resources, has really facilitated my ability to
work for Jewish Buffalo.

Secure Jewish Buffalo has come so far since
April with regard to information sharing, security
awareness, training and security consultation. Now
that we have begun establishing protocols and
developing solid working relationships with our law
enforcement partners, I am looking forward to the
next stage of our work: helping facilitate emergency
preparedness plans for the many diverse constituents
of Jewish Buffalo and then identifying gaps and
shortfalls in both security and response planning and
coordination.

It is tragic that attacks against Jewish communities
and institutions are on the rise in our nation. As Jews
have become the targets of extremism and violence,
we have been compelled to think differently about
security. But you can rest a little easier knowing
that the leadership of Jewish Buffalo is taking a
proactive stance to develop a culture of security
awareness, preparedness and resiliency by helping
all the constituents of the community review their
security infrastructure, protocols and preparedness
and follow up on recommendations for enhancements.
Without the support of so many, including the
leaders of Federation and the Security Task Force,
the synagogues and each beneficiary agency, as well
as our partners in law enforcement, this would not
be possible.

Susan DeMari is Jewish Buffalo’s first Community
Security Director.
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Six community organizations have received grants totaling more than $60,000 from
t