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GRAPEVINE BANQUETS   333 Dick Road, Depew, NY 

Visit with dozens of vendors • Take home giveaways every hour* • Photo fun
Meet and greet with Forever Young writers and other media personalities 

Enjoy a healthy lunch available for purchase 
presented by 

BlueCross BlueShield of Western New York

Enjoy Our Interactive 
Stage Presented by 

Senior Radio:
•  Richard Derwald as “Mr. Fitness”

•  Joe Bodnarchuk from Andrew’s 
Estate Service

•  Linda Pellegrino from Senior 
Radio/Go Ahead Tours

•  Suzanne Desfosses-Gilliam 
from Touching Hearts at Home

*One giveaway per person 

Free admission, free parking, and much more! 
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Buffalo Wheelchair
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NYS Dept of Public Service

Parkinson’s Foundation Western New York
People Inc

Rane Property Management
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Univera Healthcare’s Medicare
Weinberg Campus

and more!
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Celebrate Jewish Buffalo with...  

Keynote Speaker
CNN’s David Gregory

Nathan Benderson 
Community Service Honoree 

Jeremy Jacobs, Sr.Emerging Leadership Honorees
 Alan Rosenhoch & Nina Lukin
Emerging Leadership Honorees

On The Cover

The cover features Federation’s October 11th Campaign 
Kick-Off Event with keynote speaker journalist David Gregory.  
Also that night, Jeremy Jacobs will receive the Nathan 
Benderson Community Service Award and Alan Rosenhoch 
and Nina Lukin will receive the Emerging Leadership Awards.  
Cover design by Kim Miers.  Cover Art by Jill Komm.

Editor’s Note

Ellen Goldstein, Editor

Happy New Year!  Shana Tova! 5779 is already here, and 
our holy days and festivals are almost over. As you can see 
from the cover, the Buffalo Israel Experience is ready to ”take 
off!” As I write this, more than 80 Buffalonians are gearing 
up for this highly-anticipated Buffalo journey to Israel in 
celebration of Israel’s 70th birthday. Check out the stories and 
photos on page 3, read on page 8 about our P2G community 
in the Western Galilee that we will visit, and don’t miss 
Cantor Arlene Frank’s anticipatory musings on page 16.

We have a diverse mix of community members—younger, 
older, males and females, first-time visitors and experienced 
Israel-travelers. I’m going too, along with my husband 
Mitch. I’ve begun packing, taking care to include an extra 
iphone power bank and my camera battery charger. I am 
looking forward not only to seeing Jerusalem again and 
standing at the Kotel on Shabbat, but also to seeing old 
friends and former Buffalonians. I will also be writing a 
blog during the trip. Mitch and I will be sharing photos and 
look-backs at our days there. You’ll be able to find the blog 
address and how to follow us on Federation’s website, www.
buffalojewishfederation.org. 

Make sure to read the story about the October 11 
Community Kick-Off event Keynote Speaker David Gregory on 
page 5. That night, the community will also be honoring Jeremy 
Jacobs with the Nathan Benderson Community Service Award, 
as well as Emerging Leadership awardees Nina Lukin and 
Alan Rosenhoch.  There’s still time to buy tickets for this Not-
To-Be-Missed evening. You can either call 204-2245 or go to  
www.buffalojewishfederation.org, but do so TODAY!

Finally, turn to pages 9, 10 and 11 for photo coverage  
of August’s Great Buffalo Jewbilee! It was a fabulous, 
important day for Jewish Buffalo with all sorts of Jewish 
Buffalonians and their friends and neighbors coming together 
to celebrate our Jewish culture. There was yummy food, Jewy 
music, programs and projects for everyone from little kids to 
elders, and a stupendous re-dedication of the JCC’s Holland 
Family Building.  Many kudos to Special Events Coordinator 
Keren Green and her committee for a magical day!

Beginning in late October, look for me on the Federation’s 
Facebook page as well as the Israel blog address posting 

photos. This year in 
Jerusalem.  May it be the 
best year yet for us all!

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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New Friends & Family
Trip participants met together several times in preparation for the journey.  

Buffalo Israel Experience October 24-November 2
Federation will bring the largest group in its history to Israel this month.

Our Leadership By The Numbers

Leslie Kramer, Sheri Rodman and Steven Weiss are the visionaries 
behind the 2018 Buffalo Israel Experience. As Co-Chairs of the experience, they 
have worked directly with our trip provider, Makor, to build an itinerary which 
is bountiful it is diverse array of options for travelers. Their positive energy and 
passion for sharing Israel with others has infused all of our pre-trip work.

Western Galilee Connection
Druze leaders from 

Akko Dr. Janan Faraj 
Falah and Eyad Faraj 
travelled to Buffalo in 
August, when they met 
with various segments 
of the Buffalo and Jewish 
community. During the 
Buffalo trip to Israel, 
our group will visit the 
Partnership2Gether 
community of Akko and 
the Western Galilee, 
and will also be invited 
for home hospitality by 
the Faraj’s as well as 
other Akko friends.  

80+  Travelers

45%   of trip participants are
            traveling to Israel for 

the first time!

18  extending to Petra

          7    travelers joining us
                    are octogenarians!

     100% Super EXCITED!
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Did You Know?

The Campaign for

Standing up to hate and intolerance 
through the re-energized Jewish 
Community Relations Council

Engaging young adults in our 
Jewish community through Nickel 
City Jews (NCJ) where they have the 
opportunity to interact and learn 
with peers at relevant events and 
programs

Adult study classes such as Mussar, 
Beginning and Intermediate 
Hebrew and Introduction to 
Judaism through the new Center for 
Jewish Learning & Engagement

A place on campus for students 
to learn, schmooze, and feel 
comfortable being Jewish through 
Hillel of Buffalo’s campus outreach

More than 80% of your 
donated dollars to the 
Campaign for Jewish Buffalo 
stays right here in Western 
New York, supporting local 
organizations and agencies 
and benefiting Buffalonians.

The Buffalo Jewish Federation has recently earned a coveted 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator, America’s premier independent charity evaluator. 
Receiving four out of a possible four stars indicates that 
Buffalo Jewish Federation adheres to good governance 
and other best practices that minimize the chance of 
unethical activities and consistently executes its mission in 
a fiscally responsible way.

In Buffalo, your investment provides  
the following services:

Pre-school program in the Western 
Galilee for Jewish and Arab Israeli 
children to learn and play together
 

Education for New Immigrants
in Israel

People to people programs and 
services which bring residents  
of the Western Galilee together

Support for the remaining 
Holocaust Survivors  
to live out the rest of their lives 
with care and dignity

In Israel, your investment  
helps so many:

A huge Thank You to our investors who support the Campaign for Jewish Buffalo! 

2 0 1 8  C A M P A I G N  F O R  J E W I S H  B U F F A L O
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David Gregory to 
Keynote Kick-Off 10/11  

CNN Journalist and former 
host of NBC’s Meet the Press 
will be the keynote speaker at 
this year’s Campaign for Jewish 
Buffalo’s Kick-Off Thursday, 
October 11 beginning at 5:30 pm 
at the Hyatt Regency Buffalo.  
The event, a Jewish community 
fall favorite, is chaired by Jessica 
& Frank Altman and Julie & 
Michael Weinberg.

continuing journey—to find meaning and 
purpose in life through finding God.

The son of a Jewish father and lapsed 
Catholic mother, Gregory had always 
considered himself a Jew. On the High 
Holidays he went with his father to the 
Synagogue for Performing Arts in Los 
Angeles, and he had a Bar Mitzvah when he 
was 13 years old.  

A President of the United States once 
asked David Gregory, “How’s your faith?” 
That question did not come out of the blue. 
George W. Bush asked Gregory this question 
while he was covering the White House after 
hearing that he had been studying the Bible 
for several years. Gregory’s book chronicles 
the story of his return to faith as an adult 
to find deeper meaning in his life and make 
sense of some painful parts of his past. 
Gregory charts his personal journey towards 
finding something greater, speaking on what 
he learned of President Bush’s faith and what 
he learned about his own faith and purpose 
during the humbling experience of losing his 
job at NBC.

David Gregory

Bonnie 
is Buffalo!

Cell: 716.553.8384
bsclement@aol.com  |  BonnieClement.com 

HUNT ERA Williamsville Village Branch: 
5570 Main Street, 1st Floor, Williamsville, NY 14221

BONNIE CLEMENT
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

42 Countryside Lane • $429,900

Elegant, traditional brick home with contemporary flair, situated 
on the most outstanding street and park-like setting. Rarely does a 
custom home in this condition ever come on the market. Decorated 
to perfection by “Karen Fick” w/soaring ceilings, hardwood floors 
w/inlaids, crown molding throughout, 2 story curved staircase, 3.5 
baths, all white gourmet kitchen, 2 Asko dishwashers, 2 story library, 
huge 20 ft laundry, generator, roof - 2012, air & furnace 2010, 3.5 
car garage, Anderson windows, exquisite professional landscaped 
wooded lot w/stone seating areas on 2 level patios. Beyond your 
expectations. Home is adjacent to Reinstein Nature Preserve.

Ask
Everyone else does!
Dr. Amy Beth

Dr. Amy Beth Taublieb
New York State Licensed Psychologist

1006 Niagara Falls Boulevard,  Tonawanda
716-834-1505
www.dramybeth.com

• Evening & Weekend Appointments

• Therapy, Workshops, DWI Evaluations
   Court-Ordered Assessments 

Experience - Professionalism - Sensitivity

TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE

Tickets to the event are $95 and 
a reservation is a must! 

To attend, a primary individual 
minimum $100 gift to the 2019 
Annual Campaign is requested.  

You can register and pay online at  
www.buffalojewishfederation.org 
or call Randi Morkisz, Assistant 
Executive Director at 204-2245.  

In a year of important mid-term 
national elections and political 
turmoil, he will be talking about his 
Jewish journey and his book, How’s 
Your Faith?, then answering any 
questions from the audience.  Here 
is a little introduction to what he 
will speak about:

On August 14, 2014, while 
boarding a plane to pick up his 
children at summer camp, David 
Gregory learned that, after six years 
as moderator of Meet the Press, 
he was no longer the host of the 
program. He had had his final show–
the “greatest job (he) ever had” was 
over. After an entire professional 
life spent as a journalist, twenty of 
those years at NBC, Gregory was 
abruptly without a job, a very public 
and humiliating blow.

But for more than ten years, 
Gregory had been on a spiritual 
journey. True, his work world had 
fallen apart, but his larger life—his 
sense of himself and the love of his 
family, his wonder at the venerable 
trees in the woods near his home—
was solid. And he had faith and 
knew he could rely on it to carry 
him through.  How’s Your Faith? Is 
about Gregory on his journey—a 

http://www.buffalojewishfederation.org
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Buffalo Lions of Judah…
the Story Continues

Rise’ Kulick
Rise’ Kulick has been a community 

leader ever since she became an adult, 
along with her husband, Kevin.  Some of 
her roles include being Vice President 
and President of the JCC, as well as 
chair of its personnel and nominating 
committees.  At Federation, she chaired 
Women’s Division, Women’s Education 
committee, Super Sunday, and the 
personnel committees.  She was also 
the Federation’s 1989 Young Women’s 
Leadership Award Winner.  While her 
daughter, Abigail, was a student at Ithaca 
College, Rise’ was president of the Ithaca 
College Hillel in order to re-invigorate 
the agency, and she was also president 
of SUNY Buffalo Hillel.  She has served 
on the boards of the BJE, JFS, was Vice 
President of Kadimah and its director 
of student recruitment.  In the late 70s, 
she was part of restructuring of Buffalo 
Hadassah and then became president of 
Tikvah Hadassah Group.  Currently, she 
is a United Way investment volunteer 
reviewer, current Federation and JCC 
board member and part of the Temple 
Beth Tzedek Social Action project that 
works at Friends of the Night People 
each month, and has done so for the past 
five years. She was also a president of 
the Albright-Knox Art Gallery’s Junior 
Group, part of its Member’s Council, and 
involved with Park School activities.

When asked why she is a Lion of Judah, 
Rise’ quickly answered “If women want to 
be counted and taken seriously, they have 
to be part of philanthropy.  You can’t make 
a statement about empowerment unless 
you give of your time AND resources.  I 
believe that the future well-being of local 
and global Jewish community is linked to 
women’s philanthropy.”  She continued, “I 
also think we need to teach our daughters 
and granddaughters the importance of 
giving.  We need to show the next two 
generations how importanct it is to give, 
both our time and our resources.  

Rise’ believes that Jews give to Jewish 
causes, and if we want to live in a thriving 
and vibrant Jewish community, we have to 
help create it.  “Giving to the Federation 
is one way to do it.  There are lots of other 
people giving to many other causes.  We 
as Jews have to help ourselves.”

“By giving to the Federation, I feel 
that my gift is being used appropriately 
for all Buffalo’s Jewish agencies as well 
as internationally, “she said.  I think 
because of my involvement with Women’s 
Division, Planning & Allocations, and a 
former agency president, I understand 
what’s done with the money- how it’s 
allocated and why.  The process by which 
money is allocated from the Federation 
is not at all just a rubber stamp process.  
I really understand why funds are given 
to agencies both locally and around the 
world,” she said.  

“The local community matters to me,” 
Rise’ explained.  “I think of myself as a 
Buffalo Jew.  The adjective is “Buffalo,” 
and the noun is “Jew.”  Everything I do 
involves being Jewish, but the Buffalo 
community means everything to me, as 
well.  I can’t separate the two.   Being part 
of a community is so important, as Kevin 
and I have seen lately.  Because of medical 
treatment, we have been in Phoenix for 
an extended period, and have been very 
graciously welcomed and drawn into the 
Jewish community of Phoenix, for which 
we are both grateful.

place it can in Buffalo—Federation.”
“In my family, this is extremely 

important,” she said.  “My confidence 
that Federation will appropriate and 
use funds where they are most needed 
is very strong.  It’s like Federation is 
doing my homework for me.  I don’t have 
to research all the different agencies, 
organizations or projects here, Israel, 
around the world, because Federation 
has done it locally and nationally.  That 
gives me assurance my money is going to 
the right places. 

 “For me, the key word is “appreciate,” 
Joni explained. “Beginning with the 
leadership on down, from CEO Rob 
Goldberg, Assistant Executive Director 
Randi Morkisz, President Steve Weiss 
and incoming President Leslie Kramer 
down through all the professional and lay 
leadership, everyone is superb. We feel so 
lucky to be in Buffalo with this type of 
leadership, and we also know that every 
dollar counts, and needs to be directed 
responsibly.”  

Joni mentioned one thing she 
particularly loves about Jewish Buffalo.  
“Our community is so unique.  It doesn’t 
matter what part of the community 
you came from- Reform, Conservative, 
Orthodox, everyone respects each other’s 
approach to practicing their Judaism, 
which makes us a stronger community.”

She cares about women in 
philanthropy and strongly believes that 
women giving matters. That is one of the 
reasons she has agreed to chair Women’s 
Philanthropy at Federation for the 2020 
and 2021 Campaigns.   “We need to be 
counted as equal partners in creating 
Jewish community,” she said.  This comes 
from my women’s point-of-view.  My kids 
have been able to be active.  We need 
to make everyone feel welcome and be 
welcomed, so Buffalo can continue to 
grow and thrive,” she added. 

Joni related one project with which 
she took a very hands-on approach.  “The 
forerunner of Nickel City Jews (NCJ) 
started in my basement,” she recalled.  
Her daughter Danielle had just finished 
college.  Joni and Sam and a few friends 
wondered if there were other young 
Jews in Buffalo for their kids to socialize 
with. With help from Federation and the 
Bureau of Jewish Education, they invited 
65 – Danielle’s friends and others—
young people together in the Shatkin’s 
basement for a party for young adult 
Jews.  They joined with the Federation’s 
effort and created NCJ for those 21-41 
years old. “We shared our energy and 
helped make it happen for our Jewish 
Buffalo’s future.  That’s why we need 

Both Rise’ and Kevin Kulick modeled 
leadership roles as well as work for their 
three children when they were growing 
up.  “Kevin and I wanted our children to 
see our involvement so they know that 
community just doesn’t happen on its 
own.  You have to help make it work.  We 
feel fortunate that all three kids have 
sought out and become active involved 
in their current communities—Abigail in 
Gloucester, MA, Ben in Cleveland, and 
David in New Orleans.  Rise’ wanted 
them to understand that actions have 
consequences. “Leadership means if 
we are a Jewish agency, we exemplify 
behavior in a Jewish manner- compassion, 
tzedakah, justice, community.” 

Joni Shatkin
Joni Shatkin exudes energy, enthusiasm, 

excitement and ideas.  She’s a “Let’s make 
the community better.  Here’s how we can 
start!” kind of person, and it shows with 
her projects and volunteerism. 

Joni is married to plastic surgeon Dr. 
Sam Shatkin, has three adult children—
Rachel, Danielle and Michael-- and is 
the owner of Tres Auree’ Spa on Main 
Street in Williamsville. She serves on 
the Federation board and was part of 
the Federation’s Young Leadership group, 
was on the BJE board, and was involved 
with PALS when her children were young, 
as well as other committees and groups 
at Temple Beth Zion. The parent of a 
child with juvenile diabetes, she started 
a support group --“POD- Parents of 
Diabetics” 20 years ago.  She is past chair 
of the annual gift auction for the local 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
(JDRF) and has been on the local board of 
JDRF for 14 years.  

“I think my appreciation of Federation 
is profound,” she said. “I am awed by 
those contributing money AND time to 
the Buffalo Jewish Community. Being 
an LOJ doesn’t make me any better than 
anyone else.  But it is very special to me.   
And I know my money goes to the best 

The Jewish Journal of WNY has been profiling Buffalo women since the 
spring who make a Lion of Judah (LOJ) level gift ($5,000+). We have learned 
many interesting things about these valuable community members, but mostly, 
we have learned why they continue to make our community as warm, friendly, 
connected and innovative as it is. Our Buffalo Jewish community creates loyal 
fans, as many of our Lions are. This month, meet Rise’ Kulick, Joni Shatkin and 
Hannah Weinberg. Their stories add more lustre to the “Buffalo as the City of 
Good Neighbors” lore. 
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to create community and continue to 
donate to our local campaign,” she said. 

She is clearly passionate about building 
a future for the younger generation .  
“They are why it’s so important to give 
money, time, energy,” she said.  Joni has 
the satisfaction of knowing her money 
will be well-spent, respects and trusts the 
leadership, and through Federation, she 
thinks Jewish Buffalo’s outlook is better 
than ever!

late Congress Member Louise Slaughter 
was the keynote speaker, and I was blown 
away by everything I saw there. Following 
the conference, I decided to get involved 
with Federation.  Then Marge Nobel 
asked me to be a Lion, and then Norm 
and I took the Melton Courses. I loved 
everything Federation was able to do or 
make possible. It just reinforced my very 
strong sense of my Jewish heritage,” she 
said.  

Hannah is a Lion in Buffalo as well as 
Sarasota, Florida, and has been honored 
by the Sarasota Federation with the 2015 
“Ayshet Chayil (Woman of Valor)” Award.  
When asked why she bothers to give this 
level of gift in Buffalo, where she spends 
the least time, she was adamant,  “I 
couldn’t bring myself not to give here,” 
she said.  “Buffalo is very important to us.  
We had our business here for many years, 
and Buffalo has been good to us in many 
ways,” she said.

Hannah and Norm Weinberg are 
both chemists with degrees from the 
University of Toronto and elsewhere.   He 
has a Doctorate and she holds a Master’s 
degree. In 1970, after living in Israel, 
Stamford, CT., and Montreal for work and 
school, Norm landed a job as a chemist 
at Hooker Chemical Research Labs on 
Grand Island.  Hannah became a high 
school chemistry teacher at Williamsville 
North and Clarence Senior High schools.   
Their son, Eric- who was born in Toronto 
shortly after they returned from Israel, 
is a radiologist who lives in Rochester 
with his wife, Margot,-a pediatrician, 
and children Sam, Amelia and Julia.  
Their daughter, Laurie- who was born 
in Stamford, CT., lives in Toronto with 
her husband, Warren, and their daughter, 
Eden.  They are both lawyers and Laurie 
is also a practicing therapist. 

But before moving to the US, Norm 
took a post-doctoral program at the 
Technion in Israel, and they were able to 
spend a year in Haifa.  Hannah explained 
that the year in Israel changed their lives 
forever.  She said that while growing 
up as a Jew in the 50s in Toronto, she 
was aware of a great deal of latent anti-
Semitism.  Her last name was “Cohen” –
an obvious Jewish name.  “When we came 
to Israel after that kind of childhood, I 
was astounded to live in a country where 
everyone is your “sister” or “brother.”  We 
made wonderful, life-long friends there.”   

Norm left Hooker Chemical in 1977, 
and the Weinbergs opened a chemical 
research and development company in 
Buffalo, the Electrosynthesis Company, 
Inc.  Their unique business conducted 
research for government grants and 

private industry.  Hannah and Norm 
worked together in the business for over 
20 years.  “We are a team and we always 
do things together,” she said.  “We were 
fortunate to sell our business to a UK 
utility company in May, 2001, just before 
9/11.“

Thus began a new chapter in their lives, 
the Poland Jewish Cemetery Restoration 
Project (PJCRP).  Norm began researching 
their genealogy when their first 
grandchild was born, using the website 
Jewish Gen.  His family came from of 
town of Ozarow, Poland.  Hannah’s family 
was also from Poland.  Through Jewish 
Gen, Norm was contacted by a rabbi 
from Israel who was also a descendent of 
Ozarow, and asked Norm to help restore 
the cemeteries there.  So the Weinbergs 
first went to Poland right after 9/11 in 
2001.   

In short, Norm and Hannah created 
this incredible project, traveled to 
Poland 8 times, and with their leadership 
and strong support, the Poland Jewish 
Cemetery restoration project restored 
35 Jewish cemeteries in Poland.  “It 
couldn’t have been done without the 
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies’ 

support,” Hannah said.  This project also 
brought together the Polish and Jewish 
communities in Buffalo.  The Weinbergs 
received many awards including being 
honored in 2006 in the home of the US 
Ambassador in Warsaw on the Project’s 
5th anniversary, receiving the Citizen of 
the Year Award in 2007 by the Am-Pol 
Eagle representing the Polish community 
of Western New York, and the 2008 Order 
of Merit of the Republic of Poland from 
the Polish government given to Hannah 
and Norm by the Secretary of State of 
Poland to people who are not citizens of 
Poland who have brought together Jews 
and Poles.  Madeline Albright received 
the same award in a different year.   The 
Weinbergs continue to advise and assist 
with the PJCRP, but after 17 years, are 
now taking a lesser role.

Rise’ Kulick, Joni Shatkin, Hannah 
Weinberg.  Three very different women 
with different approaches to living their 
Jewish lives.  Three amazing example of 
Buffalo Lions of Judah, saving the world 
in as many ways as they can.  Making 
a difference every day in Buffalo and 
around the world.  And we in Buffalo 
continue to be proud of our LOJ Pride!

Hannah Weinberg
Hannah Weinberg’s involvement as 

a Lion of Judah stems from a strong 
conviction to support the community.  
“We were both born in Toronto, but 
Norman, my husband, and I have lived 
in Buffalo for almost 50 years.  We feel 
close to the Jewish community here.  
We want to support it, and we always 
want to support Israel,” she explained.  
“Philanthropy is part of my feeling of 
identity with the Jewish people,” she said.   

In Buffalo, Hannah was a member of 
ORT, part of a Kosher gourmet dinner 
group through ORT, National Council  
of Jewish Women and American Jewish 
Committee (AJC)- when they both had 
Buffalo Chapters, and Foundation for 
Jewish Philanthropies (FJP).  Hannah 
and Norm were honored in 2002 by AJC 
in Buffalo with the Pursuit of Justice 
Award, and by FJP with the Community 
Leadership Award in 2012.  Hannah and 
Norm are also involved in AIPAC and 
Jewish National Fund, where they donated 
money for firetrucks when there were 
serious fires in Haifa several years ago, 
and were honored with the JNF Guardian 
of Israel Award in 2014.  In Buffalo, they 
chaired the Wisdom of Jewish Buffalo 
series at Temple Beth El for 13 year.  

When asked how she became involved 
with Federation, Hannah had an unusual 
story.   “We were members of Temple Beth 
El in Buffalo, and I attended a conference 
put on by Federation for women in 2000 
or 2001 that was held at Beth El.  The 

Over 40?  Schedule Your 
Annual Mammogram.

Early Detection Saves Lives.

1 in 40 Ashkenazi Jews carry gene mutations 
associated with increased risk of breast cancer

Amherst | Lancaster | Hamburg | Williamsville

Screen. Strong. Live. Long.

716.631.2500
windsongradiology.com
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Investing in Israel’s Western Galilee
Enhancing Ties with Buffalo’s Sister Region 

By Ezra Rich & Mandy Weiss

Jewish Buffalo is expanding 
its commitment to the Western 
Galilee, a region in Israel with 
several similarities to Western New 
York. Led by a newly formed Task 
Force, the Federation is seeking to 
invest in critical programs in the 
Western Galilee as part of the annual 
community campaign.

The effort highlights the growth of 
a special friendship between Buffalo 
and the Western Galilee region through 
the Partnership2Gether Consortium 
which unites the region with Buffalo, 13 
mid-sized American communities and 
Budapest, Hungary, under the auspices 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel and the 
Jewish Federations of North America. 

Chaired by Steven Yonaty, and 
comprising a diverse set of Buffalo’s 
leadership, the Task Force honed in on 
the opportunity to support the Western Galilee with an eye toward 
supporting initiatives that would impact positive change across 
major categories, primarily: Youth-at-Risk, Peace Building, and 
Social Justice.

Located along the Mediterranean Sea, the Western Galilee 
stretches from the city of Akko to Israel’s northern border with 
Lebanon. Susan Goldberg Schwartz, Director of Adult Engagement 
and staff liaison to the Partnership was a former resident of the 
region in the 1980s. Reflecting on a visit there in June 2018, she 
notes three characteristics that make the Western Galilee unique:

Defined by Diversity: The region is home to five religious and 
ethnic groups who coexist with one another: Baha’is, Christians, 
Druze, Muslims, and Jews. Jews comprise less than 50 % of the local 
population.

Israel’s Northern Frontier: Flanked by Lebanon in the north and 
proximate to Syria, the region is vulnerable to attacks. The location 
has also enabled the region’s Galilee Medical Center to provide life-
saving medical care to Syrian refugees. 

Living on the Periphery: Located far 
from the densely populated central core of 
Israel, the region has unique challenges. 
According to the Bank of Israel, for every 
100 kilometers away from Tel Aviv, income 
drops by 15 %. Far from the nation’s 
major economic engines, the region 
includes disadvantaged populations with 
limited employment opportunities. It 
is a region with challenges related to 
socioeconomic inequality, troubled youth 
and communities trapped in a vicious 
cycle of poverty.

Bordering Canada, located across 
the Empire State from New York City’s 
economic forces and home to a diverse 
population, Buffalo can appreciate 
some of the elements that make the 
Western Galilee unique among the Israeli 
landscape. It is an area where strategic 
investment in dynamic programming 
can make an important difference in 

the region. The Task Force is working with our partners in 
the Western Galilee region to identify initiatives that would 
receive a portion of the allocation from the 2019 campaign. 
Support from each member of the Buffalo Jewish community 
will make an impact in the lives of those in need of our support 
in the Western Galilee. 

Since officially joining the Partnership two years ago, 
members of Buffalo’s Jewish community have experienced 
the region firsthand. The Buffalo Jewish Federation’s fall 2017 
Women’s Mission, chaired by Leslie Shuman Kramer, traveled 
there, as did Hillel of Buffalo students on Birthright during 
the winter of 2018, where they painted the regional hospital’s 
secure areas and danced with local school children. In a few 
weeks, all participants of the Buffalo Jewish Federation’s 
October Buffalo Israel Experience will be treated to home 
hospitality when they visit the region. In Buffalo, we have 
welcomed members of the Consortium, including educators to 
Buffalo to meet, speak and learn with us. 

Most recently, Jewish Buffalo was honored to host one of the 
Western Galilee’s most distinguished members, Dr. Janan Faraj 
Falah and her husband, Eyad Faraj, in August. 

A member of Israel’s Druze community, a unique religious 
and ethnic minority in Israel, Dr. Falan made history in 2017 
as the first non-Jewish recipient of the Jerusalem Unity 
Prize. She is the founder of the Women’s House for Peace in 
Akko, a center for culture, research and art and seeking to 
promote the activities of both Jewish and Arab women in the 
Western Galilee region. An accomplished academic, she is a 
senior lecturer at the Academic College of Education in Haifa, 
researcher at the University of Haifa and the International 
Academic Center for Conservation. Dr. Falan is the country’s 
first Druze woman to earn a Ph.D. and become a professor of 
literature at an Israeli university. 

For more information on the region and our Partnership 
efforts, please contact Susan Goldberg Schwartz (susan@
buffalojewishfederation.org).

Community professional leaders in Buffalo with Dr. Janan Faraj and Eyad Faraj (far right)

Susan Schwartz at a Food Pantry in the Western Galilee

Hillel students in the Western Galilee

mailto:susan@buffalojewishfederation.org
mailto:susan@buffalojewishfederation.org
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Abeles & Heymann
Amherst Memorial Chapel
Marian & Harvey Arbesman
Bubby Bailee’s
Buffalo Jewish Federation & staff
Buffalo Spree Publishing, Inc.
Buffalo Vaad HaKashrus
Lynn Catalano
Osnat Cohen
Mark & Laurie Criden
Lou Eisenhauer
Hailey Epstein
Judith Epstein
Norene Gilletz
Rob & Shira Goldberg
Grant Golden & Deborah Goldman
Laurie Greenspan
Jordana Halpern

Kohava Howard
Emma Isenberg and family
JCC Buffalo & it’s Maintenance 

Staff
Jewish Discovery Center
Justin’s No Frills
Kelley’s Tree Service
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
Roberta Levine & Alan Sisselman
The Linwood Ave. Preservation 

District & Friends
Barbara Macks
Manischewitz
Rabbi Eliezer Marcus
Matzohgram
Greg Meadows
Ethel & Richard Melzer
Wendy & Rev. Matt Miller

Cantor Penny Myers
Kim Miers
Cindy & Randy Oppenheimer
Pashoshim
Regency Builders
Grace de Rosa
Rev. James Ruddy
Amy Schaefer
Jeff & Mireille Schapiro
Abby Schnitzer
Patty Simonson
Charles & Penny Shuman
Charlie Speier
Starbucks
Cheryl & Irv Stein
Ted & Phyllis Steinberg
Mitch Steinhorn
Bishop Robert Stearns

Ken Sull
Mike Telesco
Telesco Creative Group
TELLL Fund & Rus Devorah Wallen
Temple Beth Tzedek
Temple Beth Zion &  

it’s Maintenance Staff
Trader Joe’s
The Training Edge
Jen Tudor
Univera Healthcare
Walgreens
Wegmans
Zack Weinberg
Young Israel
Rick Zakalik

Thank You! From Buffalo Jewish Federation

THE GREAT BUFFALO JEWBILEE!
All Vendors • All Demonstration Groups • All Participating Agencies • All Volunteers
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Snapshots of the amazing GREAT BUFFALO JEWBILEE at the JCC and Temple Beth Zion,  
including The Jamboree to the Jewbilee and Cantors’ Assembly Chai 5K!

A TASTE OF THE GREAT BUFFALO JEWBILEE:          AUGUST 19, 2018
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A TASTE OF THE GREAT BUFFALO JEWBILEE:          AUGUST 19, 2018
Here are the facts about 
The Great Buffalo 

Jewbilee!

• More than 6,000 food 
tickets sold

• 1500+ individuals in 
attendance

• More than 1,000 kosher 
hot dogs consumed

• 1,000 cups of Trader 
Joe’s soy ice cream 
served. (FREE!)

• Nearly 1,000 portions 
of Peruvian Chicken, 
presented by Wegmans, 
served. (FREE!)

• Hundreds of kids 
jumped in 3 different 
bounce houses during 
the day (FREE!)

• 50 vendors and events

• 6 live music acts
• Exciting Grand Re-

Opening of JCC/Holland 
Building

• 2 incredible venues- 
Temple Beth Zion & JCC/
Holland Family Building

1 FABULOUS, 
unforgettable 

Jewish Buffalo day!  
August 19, 2018

Cantors’ Assembly Chai 5K 8-19-18

Jamboree to the Jewbilee 8-16-18
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Steve Goodwin Receives Prestigious 
National Disabled Sports Award

Annual Award Presented to an Individual 
for Lifetime Contributions and Significant 
Achievements in Furthering the Mission of 
the Adaptive Sports Organization

Buffalo’s Steve Goodwin is the 2017 
recipient of Disabled Sports USA’s 
Jim Winthers Award. The award was 
presented last spring in Breckenridge, 
Colorado, at the 30th annual The 
Hartford Ski Spectacular, one of 
the nation’s largest winter sports 
festivals for individuals with physical 
disabilities. The Jim Winthers 
Volunteer Award recognizes life-
time contributions and significant 
achievements in furthering the 
mission of Disabled Sports USA, a 
national nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to provide national 
leadership and opportunities for 
individuals with disabilities to 
develop independence, confidence, 
and fitness through participation in 
community sports, recreation and 

educational programs. Nominees for 
this award must have contributed a 
minimum of 10 years of service to 
Disabled Sports USA or one of its 
local chapters.

The Jim Winthers Volunteer Award is 
named in honor of Jim Winthers, a World 
War II veteran who was a member of the 
U.S. 10th Mountain Division- the Skiing 
10th- an elite group specifically trained 

for alpine warfare. He eventually became 
a pioneer in teaching adaptive skiing, 
beginning with two friends who became 
amputees in the war. Winthers taught 
them to ski on one leg using techniques 
he saw in Europe. Winthers, with the 
support of other veterans, founded 
Disabled Sports USA in 1967.

Goodwin has made significant 

Steve  Goodwin ( foreground) on hill last winter with student, one of the Walter Reed Wounded 
Warriors Franz Walkup and Steve’s friend and Paralympian 3 Tracker Ralph Green.

Steve Goodwin with DSUSA Immediate Past 
President Bob  Meserve and Executive Director 
Kirk Bauer

Building Friendship through Women’s Multicultural Group
By Mara Koven-Gelman, Director 

Jewish Community Relations 
Council

The Buffalo Women’s Multicultural Group 
has only met twice, but members of this group 
from diverse countries, backgrounds and 
faiths are becoming fast friends. It began as 
an idea of Deborah Greitzer, board member 
of Congregation Beth Abraham (where the 
meetings take place) and violinist in the 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra. Deborah, 
a previous immigration lawyer, enjoyed 
attending interfaith and multicultural 
events and wanted to start a monthly group. 
She shared the idea with Susan Schwartz, 
director of Adult Engagement at the Center 
for Jewish Engagement and Learning and 
me, the director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council.

Deborah and I started searching for 

personal contributions to Disabled 
Sports USA and has secured important 
sponsorships and grants dollars in 
support of the organization and the 
overall mission. Goodwin entered the 
financial services industry in 1982 
when he joined John Hancock’s Buffalo 
Agency. He founded the Goodwin 
Insurance Agency in 1987, which 
recently celebrated its 30th Anniversary.  
A frequent industry speaker, his industry 
achievements include being a 35 Year 
Life and Qualifying Member of the 
Million Dollar Round Table as well as a 
member of John Hancock’s Hall of Fame.

His professional work as an insurance 

women from a range of backgrounds who would be open to joining 
the group. Everyone contacted was excited to be invited. There was no 
agenda and they let the group decide what it wanted to be.  “Our goal 

was bringing women together to share and learn 
from each other,” said Deborah. The group decided its 
current size is optimal and will not be expanding at 
this time.

The August meeting’s theme was sharing an artifact 
(its meaning, story) from one’s culture with the group. 
Women brought family photographs, jewelry, food, 
music and ritual objects. To be respectful of all dietary 
needs, only vegetarian food was served. 

The group includes the following backgrounds and 
countries/culture: Muslim, Hindu, Catholic, Unitarian 
Universalist, Protestant, Jewish, Sikh, Burmese, 
Turkish, Indian, African-American, Rwandan, American, 
Canadian, and Puerto Rican. The group congratulated 
a woman from Burma who recently became a U.S. 
citizen and celebrated another newcomer pursuing a 
graduate degree.

Several participants shared their gratitude for 
this group. Despite the challenges of relocating 
and immigration from other countries and juggling 
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executive, along with being an adaptive 
ski instructor led to an invitation to 
attend his first Ski Spectacular in 
2002– attending both a PSIA member 
participating in clinics and as a special 
guest of  The Hartford. It was there that 
Goodwin’s commitment to DSUSA was 
cemented.  He joined the DSUSA Board 
in June 2004 and served until 2017. 
Goodwin is a PSIA Level 3 Certified 
Adaptive Ski Instructor and specializes 
in teaching sit (mono) skiing. He has 
been a coach, mentor, and trainer 
with the Lounsbury Adaptive Sports 
Program since 1997, celebrating his 20th 
anniversary of volunteerism there. 

To learn more about the Disabled 
Sports USA and the Jim Winthers Award, 
visit http://www.disabledsportsusa.org/
sports/adaptive-sports-awards/.

family and work responsibilities, one 
woman said, “I feel so fortunate to be 
with you tonight, to learn from you 
and share my story.” After hearing the 
stories, memories and eating delicious 
food, it was clear how many cultural 
similarities the women shared. One 
example was that most cultural and 
religious groups organize events 
around the family and community.  
“The theme of belonging is consistent 
and strong,” reflected a participant. 

Phyllis Steinberg summed up 
the experience this way: “During a 
time when so much in our country 
is divisive, it is not only refreshing 
but enlightening to meet with such a 
wonderful group of women from so 
many different backgrounds who want 
to share what’s important in their lives 
while listening and learning from each 
other. What’s so impressive is how our 
values and ideals are so similar.”

Goodwin has made 
important personal 

contributions to 
Disabled Sports 

USA and has 
secured significant 
sponsorships and 
grants dollars in 

support of the 
organization and the 

overall mission.

http://www.disabledsportsusa.org/sports/adaptive-sports-awards/
http://www.disabledsportsusa.org/sports/adaptive-sports-awards/
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Preparing for Community Event on October 18: David Feurstein, Rabbi 
Jonathan Freirich, Mara Koven-Gelman and Dick Lipsitz, gather at the Buffalo 
Jewish Federation to finalize plans for their October 18th program focusing on 
“Intolerance and Hate.” 

Thursday, Oct. 18, 7:00 PM
Unitarian Universalist Church of Amherst
6320 Main Street, Williamsville, NY 14221

In this time of division and divisive public discourse we need 
to work more than ever to understand each other and find 
common ground.

Please join us as we look at hate and bigotry and how  
we might overcome it together, with an esteemed panel.

 Panelists:
– US Congressman Brian Higgins

– Richard Lipsitz, WNY Area Labor Federation

– Rabbi Jonathan Freirich, Temple Beth Zion

Moderator: – Judge Lisa Bloch Rodwin

SPONSORS:

Powered by

IntoleranceIntolerance

Current Threats and Their Roots

&& HATE:HATE:

Refreshments after 
Discussion

The program begins at 7 pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church on Main Street 
in Williamsville. There is no charge to attend and a reception will follow. Program 
sponsors include The Western New York Labor Federation, NAACP, Temple Beth Zion 
and the Jewish Community Relations Council.

Intolerance & Hate:  
Current Threats and Their Roots
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Apple Dumplings  
& Yom Tov Memories

By Robin Kurss
When my mom was a little girl, she used to love getting an apple in Temple 

at Simchat Torah services.
When I was little, I can remember having the same experience at Ahavas Achim-

Lubavitch Shul, placing an apple on the top of a stick which held a flag and parading 
around the shul.  Apples are a favorite this time of year, for so many reasons…hope 
you’ll enjoy them in these easy to make dumplings!

Apple Dumplings 
makes 6

1 recipe for a double crust pie dough
6 granny smith apples, peeled and cored

1/2 stick of butter
¾ c brown sugar

For Sauce:
½ stick butter

1 Tbsp. cinnamon
3 cups water

2 c white sugar
1 tsp vanilla

Dumplings:
Preheat oven to 400.  Grease a 9 x 13 pan. Roll dough into a rectangle and 

cut into 6 squares.  Place a cored apple in the middle of each square. Into 
the core, place a dot of butter and some brown sugar. Sprinkle the rest of the 
brown sugar over the apples and sprinkle with cinnamon, too.  Wet the edges 
of the pastry and, one by one, bring each of the 4 points to the center of the 
apple.  Pinch the sides together to seal well.  Place each apple in the pan.

Sauce:
Combine all sauce ingredients in a saucepan and boil until sugar has 

dissolved. Pour sauce over apples and bake 50-60 minutes until golden. To 
serve, place each apple in a bowl and drizzle sauce over….gild the lily with 
ice cream and/or whipped  cream!

E S S E N  ‘ N  F R E S S E N

Change the Way You See

Sara Sirkin, M.D. 
2441 Sheridan Drive 

(716) 836-8700

www.atwaleye.com

Your Complete 
Family Eye Care Center

• New Patients Always Welcome
• Routine Eye Exams for All Ages
• Laser Vision Correction
• Cataract & Glaucoma Evaluations
• Large Selection of Designer 
  Frames & Sunglasses
• Contact Lens Exams & Fittings
• We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Sara Sirkin, 
M.D.
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Seventy for Seventy?
Cantor Arlene Frank 

Aggghhh, slogans! What is it about slogans? They promise so much and 
usually do not deliver. For instance, when I think of famous slogans, I think 
of let’s say, the lottery… “A Dollar and a Dream”… oh my, what winner of the 
lottery ever just showed up one day with just a one time, single dollar bet? Or 
“You Gotta Be In It To Win It!” Really, what are the chances of that? One in a 
zillion? 

and worked hard on itinerary, details, 
price point and getting the word out.

The concept of “Seventy At Seventy” 
is history now! The idea was embraced 
by the community! Except, now there are 
80+ of us Buffalonians (my husband and 
I included) participating on this Buffalo 
Israel Experience together. The original 
visionaries were shocked by the response! 
Was it the timing? Was it the creative/
boutique like itinerary?  Or was it that our 
warm hamishe Buffalo Jewish community 
just really wanted to be together for this 
experience?  

At this writing, the energy is high with 
planning. On the beaten path and off 
the beaten path itinerary options have 

been selected, preliminary schmoozing 
meetings at quirky locations such as local 
breweries have already taken place here 
in Buffalo, and our suggested packing lists 
have been received. So, off we all go!  Kol 

Hakavod to the Buffalo Jewish Federation 
for its foresight to make this community 
wide trip available. My husband, Michael 
and I are delighted to be participants.

The Frank family - Rebecca, Michael,  Arlene and Sandra

Well, there has been a creative slogan 
making its way around the Buffalo Jewish 
community lately! Perhaps you’ve heard 
it, “Seventy at Seventy!” The creative 
minds at Buffalo Jewish Federation 
thought boldly in “A Dollar and a Dream” 
sort of way and said, “What if we tried, 
just tried, to get seventy Buffalonians 
to go on an Israel Experience together 
on the commemorative 70th anniversary 
year of Israel’s birth? We’ll call it “Seventy 
at Seventy.” There has never been that 
many people sign up for any previous 
Buffalo Israel excursions, so this was a 
bold step forward. Ha! But, just remember 
that “You Gotta Be In It To Win It!”  So 
they launched this pipe dream; mobilized 
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Buffalo’s Best 
mouth-watering 

N.Y. bagels since 1976 
homemade shmears

deli sandwiches  •  soups  •  salads
fi nest dark roasted coffees  •  fresh-baked bagels

 signature tuna fi sh  •  and more!

MARSHALL’S PLAZA   2130 Delaware Ave, Buffalo   716.874.1800
4498 MAIN ST.    Snyder, NY 14226   716.839.2222

DASH’S PLAZA    100 A Plaza Dr, Williamsville    716.639.1000

WWW.BAGELJAYS.COM   Pickup & Dropoff 
service available

Let us do the work! 
SHIVAH PLATTERS
KIDDUSH PLATTERS
N.Y. WEDDING BRUNCHES

Join our new 
VIP mobile club! 

Text BAGELVIP 
to 51660

JCRC members attend 
Ahmadiyyaa Muslim 
Interfaith Dinner

Buffalo Jewish Federation has had a 
good relationship with the Ahmadiyyaa 
Music Community for many years, 
centered in Niagara Falls. JCRC 
Co-Chairs Nina Lukin and Ted Steinberg 
attended this “interfaith” Eid Al Adha 
dinner, which was an opportunity to 
break bread with friends, neighbors, 
and leaders of the local religious 
communities, with the hope of getting 
to know one another better, making new 
friends and strengthening bonds with 
other residents of this country.
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Buffalo Jewish Service Corps 
By Steven Schwartz

Winter snow storms, house and apartment fires, tornadoes, transportation accidents, 
flooding, factory fires, power outages, and water contamination—these are some of the 
natural and man-made disasters that have hit Western New York in the recent past.
The Buffalo Jewish Services Corps (BJSC) was formed in 2016 to provide humanitarian 
support following these acute disasters or periods of prolonged need in greater 
community. Over 70 members of the Jewish community have participated in education, 
training, preparedness, cleanup and prevention activities.

In conjunction with Nickel City Jews, 
the BJSC will sponsor a New York State 
Citizens Preparedness Corps presentation 
on Monday, October 22, 2018 from  
7 pm-8:30 pm at the Jewish Community 
Center Holland Building 787 Delaware Ave, 
Buffalo, NY 14209. The program will be held 
at the Leonard & Ellen Freed Conference 
Room and will present ways for families 
to prepare, respond and recover from 
local disasters. To attend, please RSVP to 
Jake Katz at jykatz@gmail.com or Steven 
Schwartz at stevens@localnet.com.

Future efforts will include assisting 
the Red Cross, as a Partner Agency, in 
sheltering during local disasters, recovery 
and cleanup efforts, and smoke alarm 

installation. Annual trainings will be 
provided on disaster preparedness, 
sheltering, psychological first aid and CPR/
AED in conjunction with the Red Cross 
and the Niagara Frontier Islamic Society.  
Contact joan@buffalojewishfederation.
com to get on the mailing list notifications.  
To participate in the future planning 
efforts contact stevens@localnet.com. 

The BJSC seeks opportunities for Tikkun 
Olam (repairing the world) through the 
Jewish values of generosity (nedivut), 
compassion (rachamim), kindness (chesed), 
respect (kavod), responsibility (achrayut) 
and justice (tzedek). 

We are all responsible one for each 
other—Kol Yisrael Aravim Zeh b’Zeh.

mailto:jykatz@gmail.com
mailto:stevens@localnet.com
mailto:joan@buffalojewishfederation.com
mailto:joan@buffalojewishfederation.com
mailto:stevens@localnet.com
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Nickel City Jews: 
Continuing Our Good Work

KENNY CARPETS AND FLOORS

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
PAY NO INTEREST UNTIL 2019*

www.kennycarpets.com

1.  WNYs largest volume � ooring chain, our selection is overwhelming, 
our volume saves you lots of money. 

2.  Serving WNY since 1960, no one has our experience in installing 
carpet and � oors.

3.  Our sta�  averages 19 years of experience - no one will serve you better.
4.  We stock more carpet, wood, laminate, and vinyl than any store. Buy 

today, Install Tomorrow.
5.  Our prices are signi� cantly lower than any Outlet, Home Center or 

Store. Ask about our low price guarantee!!

*to quali� ed buyers

TOP 5 REASONS YOU MUST 
COME TO KENNY CARPETS:

REMEMBER ... 
DO THE KENNY!

HOURS: M-F 9-8, SAT 10-5, SUN 12-5

7600 Transit Rd. 
(Opposite Eastern Hills Mall) 

631-0028
3240 Transit Rd.

(at Seneca Creek)
656-0426

2995 Sheridan Dr.
(at Niagara Falls Blvd. next to 

Northtown Plaza)
836-8100

By Jake Katz, Nickel City Jews Co-President
It has been a fantastic 9 months at the helm of Nickel City Jews (NCJ) alongside 

my amazing Co-President Gabby Balderman. Gabby’s energy and passion for 
Jewish Buffalo is a huge asset to NCJ and I’m happy to call her my friend. 

When Gabby and I first sat down at the 
beginning of the year with the previous 
past presidents, Dave Lefkowitz and 
Sheri Rodman, we agreed that Nickel 
City Jews has to be forward thinking and 
innovative to make sure that all the work 
that had been done in the previous years 

One of my favorite roles with NCJ is to 
meet new young adults; some have lived 
in Buffalo always, some are returning 
after having lived elsewhere, and some 
are newcomers here for work, graduate 
school or a professional opportunity. 
It is very rewarding to see a growing 

continued. So, in partnership with our 
amazing Executive Committee, Gabby 
and I have continued our mission to 
help young adults build their personal 
networks in Jewish Buffalo and to help 
them find ways to grow Jewishly in 
personally relevant and meaningful ways.  

We are committed to meeting and 
engaging with people in settings that 
help strengthen relationships and we do 
not preach our own preconceived notions 
or definitions about what being Jewish 
today should look like. Our success with 
ongoing larger events, new projects like 
Nickel City Minyan and our ongoing 
series of Mini-events (conceived and 
hosted by our constituents) allows us 
to reach people in our community that 
might not have otherwise been involved. 
Much of our success is due to the deep 
connections and relationships that have 
been formed within our network of 
communities. 

enthusiasm for a city that I have so 
much belief in and this opportunity to 
make new friends and connections is the 
greatest gift of Nickel City Jews.

Celebrating the beautiful Buffalo Summer at NCJ’s End of Summer Hertel Bar Crawl,  (from left) with 
mini Event host Danielle Shatkin, Jake Katz, Oren Sudai, Ben Schiller, Eric Niles, Morgan Smith.
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370 VIRGINIA STREET   BUFFALO   14201
www.facebook.com/bettysbuffalo

www.bettysbuffalo.com
362-0633

•  Globally 
Inspired 

•  Moderately 
Priced 

•  Eclectic 
Cuisine

• Quirky Digs

• Funky Staff

• Local Art

WEEKEND BRUNCH: Sat. & Sun.

BREAKFAST & LUNCH: Tues.-Fri.

DINNER: Tues.-Sat.

Asa Ransom House
Family Owned & Operated Since 1975

10529 Main St. (Rt. 5) 
Clarence, NY

(716)759-2315
1-800-841-2340

www.asaransom.com

NEW FALL MENU
With Small Plates Section

Reserve your 
Holiday Party

Serving Lunch 
on Wednesday

High Tea
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

          

          Gift Certifi cates

Sponsored by Law Office of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO 
in October to Repair the World

Lindy Says: 
If you complain about sexual harassment and are terminated, call us.

5»

1»

4»

2»

3»

E-mail your answers to ellen@buffalojewishfederation.org
In September, Rick Grossman, Ellen & Steve Lippa, Carol Schmeidler, Ginger Maiman, 

Linda Boxer, Ethel Melzer and Joan Alexander correctly identified the beautiful new 
Ellen Steinfeld sculpture in honor of the Benderson Family that graces an outdoor wall 

at the renovated JCC’s Holland Family Building.  

Where is this found 
in WNY?  

The first 5 people to correctly 
identify the location and the 

person will win a $10 lunch to 
the JCC’s Rogue Cellar at the 
Myers Family Tel Aviv Café, 

which is now open.

WHERE IN  JBFLO ?

The Federation’s biggest, most exciting event of the year is coming up 
Thursday, October 11—The Kick –Off Event for the Campaign for Jewish 
Buffalo. It’s an opportunity to get your Tzedakah-giving going early in 
the New Year! CNN’s David Gregory is the featured speaker, and the cost 
is now $95/person. You can call 204-2245 to register today or go to www.
buffalojewishfederation.org.   

Help your friends at the Jewish Discovery Center open their new 
Learning Center Sunday, October 14 from noon to 3:30 pm at 831 Maple 
Road. RSVP to 400-1550 or rabbigreenberg@jewishdiscovery.org. 

Don’t miss this timely panel discussion  on “Hate & Intolerance: Current 
Threats and their Roots,” sponsored by the JCRC Thursday, October 18 
at 7:00 pm at the Unitarian Church in Williamsville, 6320 Main Street. 
Hear from Congressman Higgins, Assemblyment Peoples-Stokes, Rabbi 
Freirich and Labor Leader Richard Lipsitz, moderated by Judge Lisa 
Rodwin. Free!  

Support the 35th Annual Gay & Lesbian Younth Services GAYLA Tuesday, 
October 30 from 6-9:00 pm at Babeville/ Asbury Hall. Tickets can be 
purchased at www.glyswny.org.

80+ members of our Buffalo Jewish Community are traveling to Israel 
this month. Why not give one or two of them $1 or $2 for tzedakah 
while they are there. The custom is good luck for you, good luck for 
them, and tzedakah for a worthy person in Israel! Call the Federation 
office at 204-2241 if you need some help.

C O M M U N I T Y T I K K U N  O L A M

mailto:ellen@buffalojewishfederation.org
http://www.buffalojewishfederation.org
http://www.buffalojewishfederation.org
mailto:rabbigreenberg@jewishdiscovery.org
http://www.glyswny.org
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OPEN YEAR ROUND

T | W 11am to 9pm
TH | F | S 11am to 11pm

SUN 10am to 9pm

LOCALGRILLE
.COM
8230 WEHRLE DR.
WILL IAMSVILLE
(716) 529.3429

CATERING
( 7 1 6 )  3 3 9 . 9 1 9 5

TU
E 

- S
UN

FULL PATIO IN ADDITION
TO RULE 26 LOCATED
IN THE DOME - open seasonally only.

Serving our community since 1982
Lunch, dinner & catering

Visit our website check out our daily specials!
www.LebrosRestaurant.com

716-688-0404
330 Campbell Blvd. Getzville, NY

5841 Transit Road, East Amherst • 716-688-4479
Open for lunch every day at 11:30 am • www.yolobuffalony.com

15% OFF
Your Food Bill 

Up to $15
Not valid on Holidays or with 

any other offers. One per table. 

Expires 10/31/18

WEEKLY SPECIALS

5841 Transit Road, East Amherst • 716-688-4479

Bring Your 
Own Bottle
Tuesday

5841 Transit Road, East Amherst • 716-688-44795841 Transit Road, East Amherst • 716-688-4479

Craft Cocktail 
Night in the Burbs

Wednesday

5841 Transit Road, East Amherst • 716-688-44795841 Transit Road, East Amherst • 716-688-4479

Night in the Burbs
Half Price

Bottles of Wine
Thursday

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Craft Cocktail 
Night in the BurbsNight in the Burbs

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Half Price
Bottles of WineBottles of Wine

Bring Your Craft Cocktail 

BYOB

Buff alo’s Steakhouse 
Since 1969

3999 Maple Rd, Amherst 
Corner of Maple & N. Bailey 

(near Blvd. Mall)

www.scotchnsirloinrestaurant.net

Early Bird Special
M-Sat 4:30 - 6

Game Night Specials

837-4900

Open for Lunch!
Serving Monday-Friday

11:30am-3pm

Buy One Lunch Entrée, 
Get a Second Free!

(Up to $10 Value)
Not valid with other off ers or 
Simply Certifi cates. Valid on 
lunch only. Expires 10/31/18

$1500 Off
Buy One Dinner Entrée at 

Regular Price and Get Up to 
$15 OFF with the Purchase 
of  a 2nd Dinner Entrée of  

Equal of  Lesser Value
Not valid with other off ers or 
Simply Certifi cates. Valid on 
dinner only. Expires 10/31/18

Enjoy the Tradition of  Ireland at

Casual Atmosphere Serving a Mix of  
Traditional Irish & American Fare

5601 MAIN STREET  •  WILLIAMSVILLE  •  716-626-2670

• 24 Beer Taps • Local Craft Brews • 
• Large Screen TVs •

• Party & Meeting Rooms • 
• Live Music • Sunday Brunch •
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Buffalo Jewish Federation
2640 North Forest Road	
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241  
www.buffalojewishfederation.org
Rob Goldberg - CEO & Executive Director
Steven J. Weiss - President

Center for Jewish Learning & 
Engagement
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
www.buffalojewishfederation.org
Stacy Block - President
Evie Weinstein - Administrator

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary - Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski - Director

Department of Jewish Thought 
712 Clemens Hall - University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695   
Email: jewish-studies@buffalo.edu
www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu
Dr. Sergey Dolgopolski, Chair

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Lynn Catalano - Managing Director
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Elaine Kellick, Annette Magid, Mickey 
Savit, and Rhonda Wise- Co-Presidents

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Judith Katzenelson Brownstein- President

Hillel of Buffalo
Campus Center of Jewish Life
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite #101B 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 
Rabbi Sara Rich - Director
Dr. Jeffrey Lackner - President
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.hrcbuffalo.org  
Mara Koven-Gelman- Executive Director
Rachel Kranitz McPhee - President

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-688-4033 
Richard Zakalik - Executive Director
Susan Freed-Oestreicher - President

Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
831 Maple Road 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And 
Erie County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger - Executive Director
Blaine Schwartz - Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Kathleen Haggerty - Property Manager
Shawn Frier - President

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi - Director
Charlotte Gendler, President

Kadimah Academy
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 
www.kadimah.org  
Fran Paskowitz - Principal
Jonathan Epstein - President

Kosher Meals on Wheels
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
Tel 716 639-7600
www.koshermow.com
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski - Director
Jeffery Pasler – President

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz - Principal
Jonathan Gellman - President

Jewish Community Organizations 
in Western New York

S Y N A G O G U E S O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”

A Shopping Experience Like No Other
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One Stop Jewish Buffalo
A free website updated weekly about all 
that’s happening in Jewish Buffalo
Nathan Sull - Publisher
Aaron Sull - Editor
www.OneStopJewishBuffalo.com

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311
www.weinbergcampus.org  
Robert Mayer- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Yad B’Yad
TEL 716-204-5380
www.yadbyad.org
Cindi Mikulik - Director
Robin Raphael - Chair

Western New York  
Synagogues and Temples
Chabad House of Buffalo 
(unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham 
(Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Arlene Frank
Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Bruce Corris - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah (Reform)
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Enid Edelman, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-8059
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion  
(Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Rabbi Ori Bergman
Jeff Schapiro - President
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Saranac Synagogue (Orthodox)
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www.SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek (Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Samuel Barth
Cantor Mark Spindler
Andy Gewurz - President
Kim Jones - Administrator
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion (Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Jonathan Freirich
Cantor Penny Myers
Amy Schaefer - Temple Administrator
Julie Dressler Weinberg - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El (Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Rabbi Ellen Franke
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
William Bell - President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

Temple Emanu-El (Reform)
124 Bank Street
Batavia, NY 14020
TEL 585-343-7027
Stan Schumann -  President

The Family Shul (Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo (Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Eliezar Marcus
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York 
will no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.  

If you plan to be away from your permanent address and will 
have your first class mail forwarded to your temporary address and 
would like to continue to receive the Jewish Journal over the winter 
or the summer, please call Joan Kwiatkowski at 716-204-2242 to 
give us your “temporary” address.  Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!
Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202
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Reading by 
Author Howard 

Wolf at CBA, 
October 14

After a summer hiatus, the Vintage 
Jewish Movie Group will reconvene, 
starting, Sunday October 7.  The movie 
group has been in existence for more 
than 4 years, having screened more than 
30 films with strong Jewish content,   The 
films are of the older variety and many 
are not readily available on DVD, online or 
at the library,     All films are shown (once 
a month) at congregation Beth Abraham, 
1073 Elmwood Ave, at 5:00 PM (unless 
otherwise noted).   There is no admission 
charge and refreshments are provided.   
For discussion and socialization after 
the film, members of the group usually 
gather at a neighborhood restaurant in 
the Elmwood Village.

For information on the Vintage Jewish 
Movie group please visit the CBA website at 
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Howard R. Wolf, Emeritus Professor and 
Senior Fellow in the English Dept. at UB, 
author of the novel Broadway Serenade, 
the play Home at the End of the Day, 
travel essays Far-Away Places, and many 
other books, will read from a series of 
“mourning letters” for his father, written 
in South Africa, where he was a Fulbright 
Scholar in 1988 and more recently for 
his brother who passed away in August.  
These letters were for Howard a form of 
“shivah” and their reading is meant to 
evoke a lively discussion of the Jewish 
traditions of mourning, both ancient and 
modern. The program will include musical 
accompaniment (secular and sacred) 
by Marty Kerker and will take place at 
Congregation Beth Abraham, 1073 Elmwood 
Ave. Sunday, October 14 at 7:30PM.   

Buffalo Vintage 
Jewish Movie 

Group Resumes 
in October

Celebrating the Life of 
Milton Weiser

By Carl Weiser

More than a hundred people 
gathered July 21 to celebrate the 
life of Milton M. Weiser – scientist, 
artist, intellectual, father, researcher, 
husband, gastroenterologist and 
philanthropist.  The former chairman 
of the Gastroenterology Department 
at Buffalo General Medical Center, 
Weiser died Dec. 14, 2017. To celebrate 
his life, his family and friends and 
those touched by his life gathered 
at the Buffalo Arts Studio on Main 
St., where Weiser had maintained his 
studio for several decades. 

Amid a display of dozens of his 
paintings, he was honored by former 
medical colleagues, neighbors – 
including former Mayor Tony Masiello 
– his children and grandchildren. One 
speaker at the event hadn’t even 
known Weiser but was so moved by 
his art he felt compelled to speak and 
declare Weiser’s work “transcendent.”  

Friends and co-workers 
remembered him as a kind and 
generous supervisor and doctor, as 
well as a pioneer for several medical 
procedures including the “Weiser 

Self Portrait by Milton M. Weiser

method” for separating cells.   His widow, 
Helen Weiser, read a poem about him; his 
granddaughter Lila and son Dan performed a 
flute and piano duet; and his granddaughters 
Sophie and Emma performed “My Funny 
Valentine,” Milton and Helen’s song. 

DNA Testing for Genealogy
The Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Buffalo will offer a program on DNA 
Testing for genealogy featuring Jay Sage 
Monday, October 15 at the Audubon 
Library, 350 John James Audubon Drive.  
Doors open at 6:15.  

With the incredible drop in the cost of 
DNA sequencing, DNA testing is now not 
only affordable but has become wildly 
popular. After presenting the basic biology 
behind DNA testing, Sage will discuss the 
types of tests and the role that they can 
play in genealogical research. Examples, 
including case studies from his own 
testing, will illustrate how conclusions 
can properly be drawn from test results, 
with an emphasis on the appropriate uses 
of the tests and on what can and cannot 
be learned from them.

Jay Sage retired as a physicist from MIT 
Lincoln Laboratory to pursue his interest 
in Jewish genealogy. He currently serves 
as vice president of the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical 

Societies (IAJGS). He is a past president 
of the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Boston, He was one of the chairs 
of the international conference on Jewish 
genealogy when it was held in Boston 
in 2013 and will be co-chair of the 2019 
conference in Cleveland.

http://www.congregationbethabraham.net
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Dr. Barnett A. Slepian:  
Continuing the Legacy

By Reine Hauser

Shockingly, it’s been twenty years since the death of Dr. Barnett Slepian. A celebration of 
his life and work, open to all, will be held Thursday, November 1st at 7 pm, at Congregation 
Shir Shalom, 4660 Sheridan Dr.

Dr. Slepian was a physician who cared 
deeply about our community. Serving 
at Buffalo General, Millard Fillmore and 
Children’s Hospitals, he also had his own 
private obstetrical practice and worked in 
several area clinics. Both compassionate 
and brave, he provided the full range 
of gynecological care for women, which 
included surgical abortion.

Barnett Slepian’s early life wouldn’t 
necessarily have indicated his later success. 
Grandson of a Russian Jewish immigrant 
(who started out selling shoelaces from a 
pushcart in Boston,) his grandfather sent all 
five of his sons to Harvard, at a time when 
admittance for Jews was demonstrably 
more difficult. Barnett’s father Philip, (one 
of those Harvard graduates) insisted that 
his own three sons would be doctors, or 
failing that, Ph.Ds.

Barnett’s ultimate success did not come 
easily to him. After a stint at a community 
college, he transferred to the University of 
Denver and majored in zoology. Rejected by 
US medical schools (prevalent at the time, 
when 2 out of 3 applicants experienced a 
similar fate,) Barnett studied for a year in 
Belgium, then enrolled at the Autonomous 
University for Medicine in Guadalajara, 
Mexico.

During medical school, he took time out 
every few semesters to work as a cab driver, 
to clean barns at a ranch, and to work at 
the VA hospital in Reno, NV. There he lived 
with his sister, Serena, a widow with two 
young daughters who was herself working 
as a waitress and blackjack dealer.

Upon graduation, Slepian moved to 
Buffalo for his medical residency, and 
married Lynne Breitbart, a registered nurse.  
Shortly thereafter, he opened an OB-GYN 
practice.

Providing the usual gynecological and 
obstetrical services: delivering babies, 
providing contraceptives, treating a variety 
of gynecological maladies like infections 
and cancer, Slepian also performed 
abortions. Roe v. Wade had become Federal 
law in 1973, after all, and by now it was 
more than ten years later.

On October 23, 1998, Slepian was 
assassinated by an anti-Choice sniper 
hiding in the woods behind his home. 

It was a Friday evening, and he had just 
returned home from observing his father’s 
yahrzeit at Temple Beth Am (now Temple 
Shir Shalom.) His wife, Lynne, and four 
sons, Andrew, Brian, Michael and Philip 
were all home. He was 51 years old.

Dr. Slepian performed abortions because 
he believed it was necessary for women 
to have a choice when faced with an 
unintended pregnancy. He remembered 
when women died from unsafe, illegal 
abortions.

In the wake of his murder, the Dr. Barnett 
A. Slepian Memorial Fund was created 
to honor his memory and continue his 
work. Funds are used to provide grants to 
physicians and medical students to defray 
expenses of obtaining training in abortion 
technique training. They are committed to 
include abortion in their medical practice, 
who view the option of abortion as an 
integral part of comprehensive care for 
women, and who refuse to allow political 
and religious extremists to dictate patient 
care. Thanks to the Slepian Fund, many 
women throughout the country have 
access to safe abortion in their time of 
need. 

If you wish to advance this important 
work, you may make a donation to:

Dr. Barnett A. Slepian Memorial Fund, 
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo, 
Suite 525, 726 Exchange St., Buffalo, NY 
14210.

Reine Hauser is Director of Advancement 
of Planned Parenthood, Central & Western 
New York.

Dr. Barnett Slepian

LOCAL DELIVERY 7 DAYS PER WEEK

STOCK UP FOR FOOTBALL TAILGATING

GIFT IDEAS
Buy Wine Club Memberships

Gift Baskets Available

Shop
Online

BOURBON

C L U B

DELIVERY
MON-SAT 12:00 - 7:30PM

SUN 1:00 - 4:30PM
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Jewish Community Inclusion Mini-Series 
on Vision and Hearing Impairments

CONGREGATION SHIR SHALOM

Congregation Shir Shalom • 4660 Sheridan Drive , Williamsville, NY 14221
716.633.8877 • shirshalombuffalo.org

Open to the community!

GANAINU PRESCHOOL 
PROGRAM
 AT SHIR SHALOM

For 2, 3 & 4 year olds
(Parents, grandparents & caregivers are welcome to attend)

Opening session Sunday, October 21, 2018
9:00am to 10:45am 

Activities, stories, crafts, music and snacks make this morning most special!
The program will be led by Ashirah Lazarus Klein.

Registration is required. There is a fee. Program meets monthly.
Please call the Religious School Office for information or to register.

We welcome you to join 
your family and friends 
for Tot Shabbat with  
PJ Library.  

Our clergy and staff 
will lead us in a Tot’s 
Service and celebration 
of Sukkot. 

A complimentary Pizza 
Dinner will follow. 
Please RSVP to the 
Temple Office.

Joyful singing, crafts, 
story time and more!  
Make new friends and 
catch the Shabbat spirit! 
Open to the community.

Tot Shabbat  	 with PJ Library

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 • 6:00PM

Congregation Shir Shalom
4660 Sheridan Drive 
Williamsville, NY 14221
716.633.8877
shirshalombuffalo.org

Meet the Author of  
“The Larkin Company”

The Sisterhood of Temple Beth Zion 
will present guest speaker, Shane E. 
Stephenson, author of The Larkin 
Company Tuesday, October 16 at 6:30 pm 
at the Broder Center. Mr. Stephenson will 
speak about his newest book that is filled 
with 175 images of the Larkin Company, 
from the Hydraulic neighborhood to 
the buildings, including the Larkin 
Administration Building. 

The Larkin Company was one of 
the premier mail order houses in the 
country behind only Sears, Roebuck and 
Company in profits and product diversity. 
Stephenson will discuss what brought 
about the growth of the company and 
also the decline of the company. 

Shane Stephenson is the Director of 
Museum Collections at the Buffalo and 
Erie County Naval and Military Park. This 
event is free and open to everyone. Dessert 
reception to follow. RSVPs appreciated to 
halli.glina@gmail.com. Shane E. Stephenson, author of “The Larkin 

Company”

By Janet Gunner

Yad B’Yad, Temple Beth Tzedek Kesher 
Inclusion and the Jewish Community 
Inclusion Task Force are pleased to present 
a Jewish Community Inclusion Mini-
Series on Vision Impairments, Thursday, 
October 18, and Hearing Impairments 
Tuesday, October 23 from 6:30-8 PM at 
the Weinberg Campus, Meadows, second 
floor lounge.

This two-part series will educate with 
experts on vision and hearing medical 
conditions and community resources 
with words of Torah and insights from 
area rabbis.  Each program will conclude 
with a Q & A session and discussion 
with vital input from the audience to 
identify proactive steps Jewish community 
organizations should take to remove 
vision and hearing barriers to inclusion.  

The vision impairments panel will 
feature Rabbi Samuel Barth (Temple Beth 
Tzedek), Dr. Philip Niles (ophthalmologist, 
vitreo-retinal specialist) and Dr. James 
Simmons (low vision rehabilitation 
optometrist, Olmsted Center for Sight).  The 
hearing impairments panel will feature 
Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein (Congregation 

Shir Shalom), Dr. Joel Bernstein (ENT-
otolaryngologist) and Pamela Kefi 
(executive director, Deaf Access Services).  

The series will take place at the 
Weinberg Campus to help facilitate 
attendance by residents who may be 
experiencing diminishing vision and 
hearing and may have difficulty traveling.  
Our goal is for the Jewish community to 
come to Weinberg.  We will try to arrange 
transportation and sign language services 
for community members requested by 
October 4.  

Informed by the series, we will then 
work to develop effective approaches 
for individual accommodation requests 
and proactive Jewish community 
accessibility steps.  Possible steps 
include training, continuing education, 
accessible transportation, materials and 
communications and publication of Jewish 
organization inclusion resources. We look 
forward to learning from our community 
members, experts, leaders and volunteers 
on the best approaches for a fully inclusive 
vibrant Jewish community. 

For more information please contact Cindi 
Mikulik: cindi@buffalojewishfederation.org 
or Janet Gunner: janetgunner@gmail.com.

mailto:halli.glina@gmail.com
mailto:cindi@buffalojewishfederation.org
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S Y N A G O G U E S

TBZ Achim to hear Dr. Robert Kaprove 
October 14

TBZ Religious School October Mitzvah Project

Seeking Housemate(s) 
for Jewish Group Home

Planned for 2019

Three Buffalo area Jewish community 
families are actively planning a Jewish 
group home to open in 2019 for their three 
sons in their twenties. The families are 
looking for a fourth housemate or possibly 
three housemates to complete a single 
Jewish group home or a Jewish two three-
bedroom apartment duplex respectively. 
This 2019 Jewish group home, along 
with the Women’s Jewish group home in 
Amherst that opened in 2007 and other 
future anticipated Jewish group homes, is 
part of the Jewish Community Inclusion 
Task Force vision of a fully inclusive Jewish 
community. The families hope that Jews 
with disabilities will be embraced by the 
Jewish community as full participating 
and contributing community members 
with the Jewish community providing a 
secondary layer of support for this most 
vulnerable sector of our population as an 
enduring commitment. 

For more information please contact 
Janet Gunner: janetgunner@gmail.com, 
716-536-0454.

The Brotherhood of Temple Beth Zion will hold its October Achim program Sunday, 
October 14 at 10:00 am at the lounge in the Meadows Building, located on the second 
floor, at the Weinberg Campus. The featured speaker will be Dr. Robert Kaprove, a 
renowned local physician who will discuss organ transplantation and his own experience 
as a kidney transplant recipient. 

During October, the Religious School of Temple Beth Zion will collect items for 
and prepare “Blessing Bags.” Basic toiletries, water, food and items for warmth will be 
packaged in ziplock bags. These Blessing Bags are hwung on clotheslines in areas where 
those in need can access them. The TBZ Religious School will supply the bags to the Pride 
Alliance of D’Youville College who will add them to their clotheslines this winter. 

KOT Amiel Bakehila

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (KOT) will again welcome an educational team from Israel on 
October 19. The group, sponsored by Amiel Bakehila, visited Buffalo in the spring.  During 
this trip, the visitors will again spend the weekend with the Buffalo Jewish community. 
On Friday evening their visit will be coordinated with the Shabbat Project at KOT, and 
includes a catered dinner following services. 

The KOT Social Action committee completed its book drive for the Children’s Center in 
the Erie County Family Court. More than 300 books were collected for distribution to the 
children who go through the court system. For more information about social action projects 
at KOT email phyllismksteinberg@gmail.com

Other events, learning opportunities and fundraisers are planned throughout the year. For 
more information email oribergman@gmail.com

SISTERHOOD 
FALL RUMMAGE 

SALE 
AT SHIR SHALOM

Sunday, October 14, 2018 
from 9:00am to 12:00pm

$1.00 Admission

12:00pm to 1:30pm $10 bag sale

Everyone is welcome!!!

Congregation Shir Shalom
4660 Sheridan Drive 

Williamsville, NY 14221
716.633.8877

shirshalombuffalo.org

Achim is a monthly program for 
the benefit of the residents, and their 
guests, at the Weinberg Campus and 
is open to the public at no cost. All 
are welcome and questions will be 
encouraged. 

For further information, please 
contact Ken Graber, at 681-9885, 
Kamas5@aol.com.

mailto:phyllismksteinberg@gmail.com
mailto:oribergman@gmail.com
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C A L E N D A R

October 1
Shemini Atzeret celebrated

October 2
Simchat Torah celebrated

October 4- 28
The Strudel Lady opens and runs  
at the Jewish Repertory Theatre

Tix: 716-650-7626 or 888-718-4253

October 7
Suzuki Violin Event  

at the JCC/Lippman Lounge   
Benderson Building

2:00 pm  
RSVP to Katie Wzontek  204-2084

October 11
Buffalo Jewish Federation  
Campaign Kick Off Event

Featuring CNN’s David Gregory  
5:30 pm

Hyatt Regency Buffalo
$95  

Call 204-2245 or  
www.buffalojewishfederation.org 

October 14
Jewish Discovery Center’s  

NEW Learning Center Opening
12:00 noon-3:30 pm   

831 Maple Road   
RSVP rabbigreenberg@jewishdiscovery.org 

or 400-1550

Dr. Howard Wolf reads from 
“Mourning Letters”

7:30 pm  
Congregation Beth Abraham  

1073 Elmwood Avenue

October 18
Intolerance & Hate:  

Current Threats and their Roots     
Unitarian Universalist Church  

6320 Main Street
7:00 pm

Jewish Community program  
on Vision Impairment

6:30- 8:00 pm  
Weinberg Campus, Meadows Lounge

October 22
Department of Jewish Thought  
Lecture - Prof. David Patterson:  

The Singularity of the Holocaust
7:30 pm    

UB North Campus/120 Clemens

October 23
Department of Jewish Thought  
Lecture- Prof. David Patterson

12:15 pm    
UB North Campus/120 Clemens

Jewish Community program  
on Hearing Impairment

6:30- 8:00 pm  
Weinberg Campus, Meadows Lounge

October 24
Buffalo Israel Experience begins  
Runs through November 2 or later

November 1
Dr. Barnett Slepian 20th Anniversary 

Memorial Service
7:00 pm 

Congregation Shir Shalom

http://www.buffalojewishfederation.org
mailto:rabbigreenberg@jewishdiscovery.org
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WINE, SPIRITS & BREWS

LOCAL DELIVERY
7 DAYS PER WEEK

STOCK UP FOR FOOTBALL TAILGATING

GIFT IDEAS
Buy Wine Club Memberships

Gift Baskets Available

Shop
Online

BOURBON

C L U B
DELIVERY

MON-SAT 12:00 - 7:30PM
SUN 1:00 - 4:30PM

716.322.5396

Paradise wine offers a wide and affordable 
selection of sustainably farmed wines from small 
wineries and micro distillery spirits. 

15% OFF on cases, mix or match 
 Free tasting every Friday 4:30-6:30

• 1/2 priced bottled wine  - TUESDAYS

• Join the Irishman Whiskey Club
   - Whiskey Features Each Wednesday 
   - Monthly Whiskey Events

• 24 Beer Taps including Local Breweries
• Bloody Mary Bar
   - Saturday & Sunday until 3pm

• Regular Menu and serving Brunch
   - Sunday from 11am until 2pm

5 6 0 1  M A I N  S T R E ET   •   W I L L I A M S V I L L E   •   7 1 6 - 6 2 6 - 2 67 0

U-PICK APPLES AND PUMPKINS

PUMPKIN FIESTA

HAUNTED HAYRIDES

JUMPING PILLOW

PETTING ZOO

WINERY AND BREWERY

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

716.772.2211

WWW.BECKERFARMS.COM

Vizcarra VineyardsVizcarra Vineyards

To place a 
birth, 

engagement, 
wedding, 

retirement, 
b’nai mitzvah, 
anniversary, 
graduation, 
death notice 
or memorial: 

Contact
 Cindy Oppenheimer 

at 
716-308-4843

coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.com 

Cost for this special notice
 is $36.
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PAUL YOUNG, MD ~ SINUS & ALLERGY CENTER 
832.8500  |  4955 NORTH BAILEY AVE., SUITE 202  |  AMHERST, NY 14226

www.paulyoungmd.com

Introducing the new,
state-of-the-art 

Family Testing, Treatment,
& Education Center
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A G E N C I E S

HADASSAH INSTALLS LEADERSHIP TEAM
Buffalo Hadassah ‘s 2019 Leadership team–Elaine Kellick, Annette Magid and Rhonda 

Wise–will be installed at a luncheon Tuesday, October 9th at Milos restaurant. Guest 
speakers will be local artists Evette Slaughter and Enid Edelman, who will discuss their 
art.  As always a kosher lunch will be provided on request.  RSVP to phyllismksteinberg@
gmail.com. 

November 18, the Buffalo Jewish Federation and Buffalo Hadassah are 
co-sponsoring a panel discussion about the relationship between American Jews and 
Israel at 2:00 pm at the Benderson JCC. The panelists will be Rabbi Sara Rich, Leslie 
Kramer and Rabbi Jonathan Frierich. The moderator will be Rob Goldberg. 

For more information email mseller@buffalo.edu

LECTURES BY TWO DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS 
OF JEWISH THOUGHT AT UB IN OCTOBER

On October 11 at 2:00 pm the Department of Jewish Thought and the Department of 
Philosophy will be hosting one of the leading scholars of medieval Jewish Philosophy, 
Professor Tamar Rudavsky. Prof Rudavsky is Professor of Philosophy and Director of the 
Melton Center for Jewish Studies at The Ohio State University. Her newest book, Jewish 
Philosophy in the Middle Ages: Science, Rationalism and Religion, is forthcoming with Oxford 
University Press. She will be speaking on “Atomistic Conceptions of Time: Al-Ghazali, 
Maimonides and Husserl.” The location for the lecture will be announced shortly.​

will give a public lecture 
on “The Singularity of the 
Holocaust.” On Tuesday, 
October 23, at 12:15 pm, 
in room 120 Clemens (UB 
North Campus), Professor 
Patterson will give a second 
talk on his most recent 
book, The Holocaust and 
the Non-representable: 
Literary and Photographic 
Transcendence (2018).  

In New York City, 
on October 7-8, UB’s 
Department of Jewish 
Thought is co-sponsoring 
a two-day international, 
interdisciplinary workshop 
at the Center for Jewish 
History and Yeshivat 
Maharat entitled “Devotion 
and Relativity, Text and 
Context: New Frontiers 
of Jewish Literacy.” This 
workshop will engage 
academic scholars as well as 
rabbis from US, Israel, and 
Europe in order to conceive 
new way of advancing Jewish 
Literacy on communal and 
academic levels. 

The public is invited 
and welcomed to all these 
events. For inquires and 
additional information 
please call the Department 
of Jewish Thought office, 
716-645-8491.

Professor David Patterson, 
Holocaust Studies, University 
of Texas at Dallas

Tamar Rudavsky, Jewish 
Studies, Ohio State 
University

On October 22-23 the Department of Jewish 
Thought, with additional funding from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, will be hosting 
Professor David Paterson, a leading Holocaust 
scholar, who will give two talks.  

David Patterson holds the Hillel A. Feinberg Chair 
in Holocaust Studies, Ackerman Center for Holocaust 
Studies, at the University of Texas at Dallas.  A winner 
of the National Jewish Book Award, the Koret Jewish 
Book Award, and the Holocaust Scholars’ Eternal 
Flame Award, he has published more than 35 books 
and more than 200 articles, essays, and book chapters 
on topics in literature, philosophy, the Holocaust, 
and Jewish studies.  His most recent books include 
Portraits: Elie Wiesel’s Hasidic Legacy (forthcoming), 
The Holocaust and the Non-Representable (2018), 
Anti-Semitism and Its Metaphysical Origins (2015), 
Genocide in Jewish Thought (2012), and A Genealogy 
of Evil: Anti-Semitism from Nazism to Islamic Jihad 
(2010).

On Monday, October 22, at 7:30 pm, in room 120 
Clemens (UB North Campus), Professor Patterson 

Trimester 1:  November 7, 2018 - December 19, 2018  
(no classes on 11/21)
Trimester 2:  January 9, 2019 - February 13, 2019
Trimester 3:  March 6, 2019 - April 17, 2019 (no classes on 3/20)

One session: $180.00
Two sessions: $360.00

Three sessions: $500.00
**Students may register for one, two or three trimesters

Each week will be broken into two periods. First period will bring 
together teens of the same grade level for a core curricular experience.  
Second period will offer electives with many interesting course choices.  

Hebrew High is now a part of our community’s 
new Center for Jewish Engagement and Learning.  The Center for Jewish Engagement 
and Learning is both the next iteration of Buffalo’s Bureau for Jewish Education 
(which officially closed its doors this summer) and an outgrowth of the Buffalo 
Jewish Federation’s engagement strategy.  Built upon a foundation of engagement 
principles, the mission of The Center for Jewish Engagement and Learning is 
three-fold: 1) to engage and connect with individuals and families; 2) to create 
opportunities for meaningful, purposeful and relevant Jewish exploration, and, 3) 
to amplify the good work of partner agencies and synagogues.  As part of this new 
Center, Hebrew High will be working towards a focus on engaging with teens to 
design meaningful and relevant opportunities for Jewish exploration and learning.

Wednesday evenings 
6:30 pm-8:30 pm 

JCC of Greater Buffalo, Benderson Building
2640 North Forest Road, Getzville

Core Courses 
Grade 8:  

Jewish Values Experience 
Instructor: Alyssa Strang

Grade 9:  
For Real Talk

Instructors: Rob Goldberg and 
Miriam Abramovich

Grade 10:  
Confirmation Class

Instructors: Rabbi Jonathan 
Freirich, Rabbi Alexander 

Lazarus- Klein,  
Rabbi Samuel Barth

Grade 11:  
The Torah of Texting

Instructor: Betsy Abramson

Grade 12:  
Packing your Jewish Suitcase 

for College
Instructor: Logan Woodard

Electives
Google News and Twitter Today

Instructor: Betsy Abramson

Jewish Story Telling
Instructor: Nancy Fernandez

Sculpture, Israeli Style
Instructor: Cathy Shuman Miller

Real Questions, Honest Answers
Instructor: Brocha Leah Greenberg

Jewish Zumba
Instructor: Erika Ruiz

Navigating your Jewish Identity in Social Media
Instructor: Nancy Fernandez 

Upcycle for Good 
Instructor: Laurie Greenspan

Jewish Independent Film
Instructor: Nancy Fernandez

Jewish Ceramics
Instructor:  Nicole Bard

Hidden Judaism in Pop Culture
Instructor: Rick Weiss

The full Hebrew High Course Catalog and Registration can be found 
online: www.buffalojewishfederation.org/teen-engagement/ 

Questions? Contact Rob Taylor, Hebrew High Manager  
at rtaylor@buffalojewishfederation.org

mailto:phyllismksteinberg@gmail.com
mailto:phyllismksteinberg@gmail.com
mailto:mseller@buffalo.edu
http://www.buffalojewishfederation.org/teen-engagement/
mailto:rtaylor@buffalojewishfederation.org
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AUCTION FOR JEWISH EDUCATION

Featuring Comedian Marc Weiner!
(As seen on Saturday Night Live and Nickelodeon)

Sunday November 4th, 2018
411 J.J. Audubon Parkway

Amherst, NY 14228

BS”D

  COMEDY,   
COCKTAILS 
    AND CANAPÉS 

Couvert: $25 reserve by October 26th
or $30 at the door

Doors Open ~ 6:30pm 
Drawing at 8:30pm

All door tickets include one free $10 Auction ticket!
Prizes include: 
Trip to Israel ~ Orlando Getaway ~ Diamond Jewelry ~ Designer Bags ~ Upscale Judaica 

To RSVP or for more info call/text Mushki Gellman (716)777-0114
Purchase tickets on www.jewishedauction.org

Catering by: A. Tapp Creations
Desserts by:  BK Gourmet (BVK)

All proceeds to benefi t Ohr Temimim ~ Jewish Heritage Day School
Adults only please 18+
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A G E N C I E S

HILLEL OF BUFFALO 
ANNOUNCES NEW 

BOARD
Rabbi Sara Rich, Executive Director for 

Hillel of Buffalo, recently announced the 
newly formed board of directors for the 
organization. 

Based in The UB Commons, located 
on the North Campus of the University, 
Hillel of Buffalo’s mission is to 
strengthen Jewish life across campuses 
in the greater Buffalo area.

 Dr. Jeffrey Lackner 
President of the Hillel of Buffalo Board of Directors

The president of the Board of Directors 
is Dr. Jeffrey Lackner, Professor and 
Director of the Behavioral Medicine 
Clinic at UB. Vice Presidents are 
Hadar Borden, Director of Blackstone 
Launchpad at UB, and Marc Adler, 
founder of Why Not Marketing, LLC. 
Treasurer of the Board is Dr. Jeffrey 
Goldberg DDS PLLC.The remaining 
board members are

Dr. Philip Glick, Professor of Surgery 
in the Jacobs School of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences (UB)

Dr. Iris Danziger, Board Certified 
Otolaryngologist

Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein, rabbi of 
Congregation Shir Shalom 

Laura Hemlock, Planning Executive 
for UJA-Federation of New York, and

Dr. Alex Green, Assistant Professor 
and Director of Undergraduate Studies 
in the Department of Jewish Thought 
(UB). 

For more information about 
Hillel of Buffalo visit their website, 
HillelofBuffalo.org or contact them at 
716.616.0083.

5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE | WILLIAMSVILLE | 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE  WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

Schedule an adult new patient 
Exam, Cleaning and X-ray. 
Receive a complimentary 

Exam, Cleaning and X-ray for your child.
UNINSURED NEW PATIENTS ONLY

Dr. Gerhard Falk of Buffalo recently 
published his 27th book, Religion and 
Social Change: The Influence of Religion 
on American Culture. This book was 
written in response to a recent survey 
which concluded that agnosticism and 
atheism are gaining more adherents 
than ever before in American history and 
that attendance at religious services is 
declining.

By reviewing 11 American institutions 
Dr. Falk found that religion will 
undoubtedly continue to have a major 
influence on American life despite the 
current rejection of religion by numerous 
citizens. These aspects of American 
culture include the family, education, 
government, the economy, philanthropy 
(love of man), music, the media, social 
movements, politics, social stratification 
and the military.  In addition, the book 
includes a chapter on “The American 
Life Cycle” and a chapter on “Religion as 
Justification for Immoral Conduct.”

An example of the influence of 
religion is its influence on government. 
Although government is prohibited by 

Dr. Falk’s new Book on Religion Published

the 1st Amendment to the Constitution to 
become involved in religion in any manner, 

it turns out that our paper money 
is inscribed with “In God We Trust,” 
and that ,in addition, some paper 
money carries the slogan “Annuit 
Coeptis” or “He(God) favors our 
endeavors”. 

Furthermore, elected and 
appointed political office holders 
end the oath of office with the 
phrase “so help me God”. In 
the armed services, clergy of all 
denominations serve as chaplains 
and U.S. military cemeteries and 
graves exhibit the Star of David, 
The Cross and the Buddhist circle.

Dr. Falk found that a good 
number of atheists send their 
children to religious instruction “to 
give them a moral compass,” and 
that many non-observant Jews and 
Christians nevertheless get married 
and buried in religious ceremonies, 
and also give gifts to their relatives 
on Chanukah and Christmas.

The book is available from 
Algora Publishing Co. 

Dr. Gerhard Falk
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PHOTOGRAPHS FROM 
NEAR AND FAR

Raymond L. Fink, President, and the Board of Trustees of 
the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies cordially invite you to attend the 

107 th  Annual Meeting & Reception
Thursday, November 8, 2018

7:00 pm Annual Meeting
Dessert Reception to follow

Temple Beth Tzedek
1675 North Forest Road, Williamsville, New York

2640 North Forest Rd., Getzville, NY 14068 Free and open to the community Dietary Laws observed

A show by Lawrence Ross at JCC on exhibit 
through October 31

The Bunis Family Art Gallery, located in 
the Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo Benderson Family Building is the 
setting for a solo exhibit by photographer 
Lawrence M. Ross. The exhibit entitled, 
“Photographs From Near And Far”, is on 
view through October 30.

The exhibit features more than 
thirty photographs, mostly taken 
while traveling. “These photographs 
are from near and far, and some may 
appear familiar as all photographs share 
certain common traits—composition, 
color, perspective, shadow and light,” 
says Ross. “A good photograph should 
capture the viewer’s attention and seize 
the imagination, rivet you in place, hint 
at a hidden story, or inspire thought.”

Ross was encouraged by his family 
and friends to create an exhibit of his 
photographs. Being a member at the 

Jewish Community Center, 
he was familiar with the 
Bunis Family Art Gallery 
on the second floor and 
approached the Director 
of Cultural Arts, Katie 
Wzontek to express his 
interest in having an 
exhibit. “Ross’s images 
capture the landscape, 
architecture, and culture, 
beautifully blending travel 
and street photography,” 
says Wzontek. “He 
has a natural eye for 
photography, and his 
photographs are carefully 
framed creating interesting 
composition and balance. 
I am excited to have the 
opportunity to work with 
a longtime member of the 
JCC and help showcase his 
work to the community.”

Lawrence M. Ross is a Member 
of the law firm Hurwitz & Fine, 
P.C., where the focus of his business 
and corporate law practice are 
health law, taxation, and employee 
benefits counseling. Ross has more 
than 25 years of experience before 
state and federal healthcare and 
tax agencies including the Internal 
Revenue Service, the New York State 
Departments of Health, Education, 
Insurance and Taxation and Finance, 
and the Federal and New York State 
Department of Labor. Ross serves  
on the Board of Directors of the Gow 
School and the Amherst Central 
Alumni Foundation, Inc. and 
previously served as President of 
Kadimah School of Buffalo, on the 
Board of Directors of the Buffalo/
Niagara Chapter of the American 
Jewish Committee and SUNY 
Buffalo Law Alumni Association.

Gallery admission is free and the 
gallery is open during JCC business 
hours, 7 days a week. For more 
information, visit jccbuffalo.org or 
contact Katie Wzontek at 716-204-
2084 or Kwzontek@jccbuffalo.org.

mailto:Kwzontek@jccbuffalo.org


There's 
something 

about the  JCC Happening in October at the 

Box office: 716-650-7626      Showclix box office: 888-718-4253
Group & student discounts available! www.jewishrepertorytheatre.com

Sun 8:00am - 6:00pm

Mon-Thurs 5:30am - 9:30pm

Friday 5:30am - 7:00pm

Sat 8:00am - 6:00pm

JCC HoursHolland Family Building

Buffalo
787 Delaware Ave
at Summer Street
886-3145

Hb

Buffalo

Benderson Family Building

Amherst
2640 North Forest Rd
adjacent to UB North
688-4033

Bb

Amherst

Our job is your well-being!

Personal Training and Private Swim Lessons

OPTIONS INCLUDE:
1 on 1 (Land & Water),

Small Group (Land & Water), 
Pilates, Semi-Private Pilates

and Tabata Bootcamp™

Join us for Hands-on family fun with instruments!

Children will have the opportunity to see, play 
and hear instruments provided by Wrona’s House 
of Violins at an Instrument Petting Zoo, create a 

music-inspired craft, and participate in a concert exploring sounds and emotions
with Suzuki Violinists of WNY.

Free event, RSVP required 204-2084

Sunday, October 7, 2:00-3:30pm

Explore Music with

        The 
Strudel
     Lady

World 
Premiere!

Flu season is right around the corner. Beat the bug!
Bb

Amherst

Flu Vaccinations
through Rite Aid

Wednesday, Oct. 17
9:00am–1:00pm

Bring your insurance card! Most insurance plans accepted as payment (BC/BS, IHA, 
Univera, Cigna, MVP, Medicare, Excellus and Aetna). For those without insurance, there 

will be a small associated cost.

Hb

Buffalo

Flu Vaccinations
through Rite Aid

Monday, Oct. 15
10:00am–2:00pm

GET YOUR
FLU

SHOT

Shemini Atzeret
 Monday, October 1
  Fitness/Aquatics/Kids Place/Early Childhood open
	 	 Offices	closed

Simchat Torah
 Tuesday, October 2
  Fitness/Aquatics/Kids Place/Early Childhood open
	 	 Offices	closed

HOLIDAY HOURS

Call or come in to learn more!

By Shirl Solomon
October 4-28, 2018

Bb

Amherst
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Exploring Music with  
Suzuki Violinists of WNY – 

Sunday October 7
The Jewish Community Center of 

Greater Buffalo Cultural Arts department 
and Suzuki Violinists of WNY will present 
an afternoon of hands-on family fun with 
instruments! On Sunday October 7, 2018 
from 2:00 – 3:30 pm in the Lippman 
Lounge of the JCC Benderson Family 
Building, children will have the chance to 
hold a violin bow, make music on a violin 
and interact with performers from Suzuki 
Violinists of WNY at an “Instrument Petting 
Zoo,” enjoy fun instruments provided by 
Wrona’s House of Violins, followed by a 
concert exploring sounds and emotions! 
Children will also be able to make a 
music-inspired craft and be encouraged to 
play along during the concert. 

“Exposure to orchestral instruments 
in a fun, interactive way can help to 
build a lifelong interest in music and 
develop  Yetzirah-Creativity,” says Katie 
Wzontek Director of Cultural Arts at the 
JCC. “Our interactive programs are a 
great place for children and their parents, 
grandparents or caregivers to share special 
moments together. These programs are 
open to the entire community and are 
a perfect way to meet and engage with 
other families while making memories 
with your own,” says Wzontek.

Eloisa Raffel founded Suzuki Violinists 
of WNY in 2006. She is regarded as one 
of the foremost teachers of Suzuki in the 
region. She began as a Suzuki student 
herself in her native Brazil at age 5, has 
studied and performed in 23 countries 
around the world, and now has two 
flourishing studios in North Buffalo and 
Williamsville. 

“Our mission is to inspire and develop 
great hearts and minds through the 
learning and appreciation of music”, 
says Raffel. “We are a diverse community 
and believe that making music together 
develops creativity, emotion and an 
understanding of different cultures. ‘From 
children to children’ is one of our mottos. 
The more our children appreciate and 
help each other the better our world will 
become, and since music is a universal 
language, it is the perfect medium for 
that.”

The JCC and Suzuki Violinists of WNY 
are presenting this event in participation 
with “Kids Music Day”. This special day was 
established three years ago by the  Keep 
Music Alive non-profit organization, and 
last year more than 420 music schools 
and organizations, in the US and Canada, 
participated in “Kids Music Day”.

This free event is sponsored by Wrona’s 
House of Violins, located in Lewiston, 
NY and is open to the community. 
RSVP required, 204-2084. For more 
information contact Katie Wzontek, 
Cultural Arts Director at Kwzontek@
jccbuffalo.org

Do you have a few free hours each week?
Do you like Reading?
Do you like children?
If you answered “yes” to all these 
questions, why not consider be-
coming a volunteer with the Buf-
falo Jewish Coalition for Literacy? 
This Federation-sponsored pro-
gram takes place at Buffalo Pub-
lic School #80, where you would 
help a child from pre-school-4th 
grade with reading skills.

Interested?  
Call Ellen Goldstein at 716-204-2243 
or ellen@buffalojewishfederation.org.  

mailto:Kwzontek@jccbuffalo.org
mailto:Kwzontek@jccbuffalo.org
mailto:ellen@buffalojewishfederation.org


Get a check up 
from the neck up.

 Don't let worries, anger, sorrow or stress keep you 
or someone you know from enjoying life. 

is National Depression Screening Day.October 
 11th

Please call 716.636.3055, Ext. 3129 
to set your appointment. 
 
All sessions conducted 
 by a licensed therapist. Sessions last 15 minutes.

Depression is a common and treatable 
mood disorder, and not a normal part of 
aging. 
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park school

6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY | 716.634.4200   cell: 716.480.2196
SherylSilverberg@howardhanna.com

Sheryl Kardaman Silverberg
SRES, ABR

Your Neighbor, Your Realtor

KADIMAH ALUMNA PROFILE:

Ella Kesaiva, 2008
By Beth Steinberg

Ask a class of young children what they want to be when they grow up and you will 
hear from aspiring dancers, singers, doctors, lawyers, magicians, veterinarians, teachers, 
airplane pilots, and private detectives. What you probably won’t hear is “International 
Counter-terrorism Expert.” But, that is the path one of our graduates is realizing, and she 
credits much of her preparation to her experiences at Kadimah.

While at Princeton, Ella worked at the Center 
for Jewish Life and partook of worship and 
other activities there and at Chabad.

Following college graduation, Ella 
began her graduate studies, focusing on 
international security, and specializing 
in counter-terrorism.  She received her 
master’s degree just a few months ago and 
started working for a federal contractor 
in DC that specializes in complex defense 
contracts.  She plans to eventually move 
into intelligence work, focusing on counter-
terrorism operations. 

Ella says her experience at Kadimah truly 
shaped her entire future and the Jewish person 
she is now. The quality and individualized 
nature of academics at Kadimah set her up 
on the path to achieving all her academic and 
career goals. The exposure to various Jewish 
experiences that she received influenced her 
current Jewish practices and shaped the pride 
she feels as an active representative of the 
Jewish community. Again, in her own words, 
“I will forever be grateful to my Kadimah 
family for having made my experience there 
so fruitful and meaningful to me.”

Beth Steinberg is a teacher at Kadimah 
School.  

Ella Kesaiva is a proud graduate 
of Kadimah’s Class of 2008. She 
received her Bachelor’s in Politics 
from Princeton University and 
recently received her Master’s in 
International Affairs from the 
School of International Service (SIS) 
at American University.

We asked Ella to reflect on 
the significance of her Kadimah 
education on her life.  In her 
own words: “The entirety of my 
trajectory was heavily influenced by 
my experiences at Kadimah. I was 
raised by a single Russian-Jewish 
mother who worked at the school, 
and through Kadimah, my mother 
and I were able to find a home within 
the Jewish community in Buffalo. I 
attended the school from 1st to 8th 
grade and as a result was exposed to 
not only a stellar general education 
but a very fulfilling Jewish education 
as well.”  She recalls her exposure to 
a wide range of interpretations of 
the Torah and what it means to be 
a practicing Jew in modern society.

Ella asserts that the quality of 
the general education she received 
was also key in preparing her for 
her future academic endeavors. 
After graduating from Kadimah, 
she was able to test into Advanced 
English and Math in high school.  
Her Hebrew was strong enough so 
that she was not required to take a 
second language.  These advantages 
allowed Ella to complete eleven (yes, 
ELEVEN!) AP courses by the time 
she graduated from high school.

When Ella arrived at Princeton, 
the Hebrew skills she had retained 
from Kadimah were good enough for 
her to enroll directly in Advanced 
Hebrew. It was then that she began 
studying Mandarin Chinese.

She completed her Bachelor’s in 
Politics, focusing on International 
Relations. She also completed three 
minors in East Asian Studies, Near 
Eastern Studies, and Judaic Studies.  

Ella Kesaiva
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J E W S  I N  T H E  N E W S

Campaign for Jewish Buffalo Premier Dinner: 8/30/18
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J E W S  I N  T H E  N E W S

Re-Dedication of JCC Holland Family Building: 8/19/18
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J E W S  I N  T H E  N E W S

Temple Beth Tzedek’s Gala honoring Harvey Sanders: 8/26/18
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(NOT) THE LAST WORD

Reflections on Israel at 70

US. There are beautiful first-class hotels. 
We stayed in contemporary buildings via 
Airbnb.

The shops were crowded. A nearby 
outdoor market was jammed before 
Shabbat with people, cars, bicycles, 
scooters all riding by. It was a kind 
of chaos that worked. Yet despite the 
prosperity, not all citizens have benefited 
equally; there is some poverty and some 
are just getting by.

tunnels, kites, etc. Thankfully, the type 
of terrorism on the streets that we were 
concerned about in the past has not 
been a concern for many years now.

Challenges
The greatest and universal concern 

is Iran. We were told that Israel took 
military action in Syria because of 
its fear of Iran. Shia-majority Iran is 
believed to be engaged in a world-wide 
battle for supremacy between Shia and 
Sunni Muslims. And now, Russia has 
added another concern.

The Palestinians present a long-
lasting problem/dilemma. Most Israelis 
made clear they want peace but don’t see 
a real partner as Hamas in Gaza makes 
its hostile intentions clear. Israelis do 
not seem terribly concerned about the 
West Bank Palestinians because they 
now lack external sponsors. By contrast, 
Hamas in Gaza is seen as a terrorist 
organization supported by Iran.

Some Israelis are deeply concerned 
about the behavior of the Jewish settlers 
on the West Bank. With Netanyahu in 
charge, they don’t think it will change.

We knew that demographics were 
of concern–with respect to the future 
population. We were told that the 
birthrate in Israel, including that of the 

ultra-Orthodox plus immigration, is 
believed to exceed the Palestinian birth 
rate, which has fallen somewhat because 
of the relative prosperity in the West 
Bank.

There was also concern about support 
from the US. They see college campuses 
where Israel is singled out among all 
other nations. Anti-Semitism is surely 
on the rise in the US and many places 
around the globe.

The Future
The miracle of Israel is clear; the 

cohesion of the people was also clear. 
We saw joy among those living there. 
Yet, there is total awareness of the 
enemies that surround the country. 
Israel was magnetic and I felt deeply 
connected to it. It is booming, yet has 
internal challenges. It lives in a hostile 
environment, yet has managed to prevail 
and remains a safe haven for Jews. The 
future cannot be known, but if the past 
is any predictor, against all odds, Israel 
came into being and thrives. My deepest 
hope is for a long peaceful future ahead.

Dr. Leonard Katz is an Emeritus 
Professor of Medicine at SUNY at 
Buffalo’s Jacobs School of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences.  

ByIt was our children Susie’s and Jeff’s connection with an Israeli charity, One 
Family, that led to a short trip to Israel this past April with our children and 
their spouses: my wife, Judy and me, Jeffrey and Susie Katz, Linda and Arthur 
Kaminsky and Andrew and Stephanie Katz. This was not a sight-seeing trip; we 
met with many people-- family, friends and many others, celebrated holidays 
and more, learning at every turn.  The trip affected me deeply. Although I had 
visited Israel ten times in the past, this trip was different. 

Major Holidays while in Israel
We were fortunate to have been in 

Israel for the two major holidays, one day 
after the other. Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s 
Memorial Day (April 18), engages the 
entire country. For two minutes in the 
evening and again the next morning, 
the country came to a standstill. The 
siren blew and all cars, buses, people 
stood silent to recall those lost to war 
and those lost to terrorism; everyone 
has been affected. We attended a very 
emotional gathering of One Family 
with about 400 others. (The One Family 
charity serves families who have lost 
someone to terrorism. Some children 
are taken for a two-week holiday, along 
with counselors and therapists to the 
Canadian camp, Timberland. This year, 
32 children will be going to camp.)

The following day, April 19, was Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 70th birthday in 
2018. There was massive celebration 
everywhere with music, dancing, 
fireworks. In Tel Aviv, the streets were 
packed especially after the national TV 
celebration. People were all over the 
city until way into the morning; young 
people were there without parental 
supervision. It was totally safe. The 
miracle of Israel was palpable. We know 
the history of the beginning and the 
role that many American Jews played, 
among them Bill Horowitz, Judy’s dad, 
who smuggled gun-making machinery 
to the country before independence.

The Country
Today Israel is booming, and you can 

see cranes everywhere. Judy and I were 
first in Israel on our honeymoon in 
1958.  Since then, enormous change has 
emerged over the years.  The skyline of 
Tel Aviv now looks like those of other 
great cities around the world. A subway 
in Tel Aviv and a high-speed train 
between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv are in 
the works. High-tech is the driver; the 
Israeli tech industry rivals that of the 

By  Dr. Leonard Katz

Israel was magnetic and I felt 
deeply connected to it.  

It is booming, yet has internal 
challenges. It lives in a hostile 
environment, yet has managed 
to prevail and remains a safe 

haven for Jews.

Security
There was and still is universal 

conscription; it is a way of life and a 
viewed as superb training ground for 
future occupations. We were told that 
companies looking for the most talented 
and brightest know where to readily find 
them. Judy’s family in Kfar Vitkin is an 
example; military service and careers are 
part of their lives. One cousin is currently 
in charge of high-tech flight simulation. 
When ready, she will surely be a top 
candidate for positions in technology.

Security has changed over the years. 
In the past, we saw soldiers with guns 
everywhere. That is no longer so. We 
learned the policy had changed, and 
soldiers no longer take their weapons 
home. Now the country feels extremely 
safe. While in Tel Aviv, I saw no military 
weapons except at the entrance to some 
sort of military base. While in Jerusalem, 
during the holidays, military personnel 
were seen posted strategically in the 
event of an incident (there has been 
rumors).

High-tech gives Israel a military edge 
but the challenge continues – rockets, 

Dr. Leonard Katz



Great room • Media room • Wifi • Fitness center 
Data center • Beauty salon • Laundry facilities 
Full time social worker • Activities • Transportation 
24 hour emergency maintenance • Two elevators • Library 
Computer room • Pool table • Emergency medical call 
system • Chapel • Card room • Large screen tv

Jewish 
Federation 
Apartments

Jewish Federation Apartments
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

For application information please call 716-631-8471
www.JewishFederationApartments.org

Open to all religious denominations

Watch your favorite shows with your 
new friends on our big screen TV!

*Jewish Federation Apartments does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted program and activities.

Rent assisted apartments for seniors & mobility-impaired adults
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