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Editor’s Note On The Cover

July 2017
WHAT’S INSIDE...

Ellen Goldstein, Editor

This month, we welcome summer in Buffalo with a 
huge embrace! Camp Centerland is open at the JCC, 
as is the outdoor pool, and other summer camps are 
welcoming campers, too. 

This month in the Jewish Journal, we are highlighting 
the many areas of Jewish education and experience 
that are found in our community. We begin on the 
cover and pages 4-6 with essays by the 2017 graduating 
Seniors of the Bureau of Jewish Education’s Hebrew 
High about what influenced who they are as Jews 
today.  Please take the time to read these excellent 
pieces and catch a glimpse of the impact that Hebrew 
High has had on these gorgeous teens.  

Steve Weiss tells us on page 3 about a new tzedakah 
opportunity which is creating camper scholarships at 
Camp Seneca Lake.  On page 9, you can learn how the 
national Hillel Ezra Fellowships are impacting Hillel 
in Buffalo. Read about Buffalo college students at 
the national AJC Global Forum on page 8; reflect on 
your relationship with Rabbi Shay Mintz as you read 
the tributes to the late Buffalo Jewish educator on 
page 12, and join us in welcoming  Susan Goldberg 
Schwartz as Director of Adult Learning at the Bureau 
of Jewish Education. Enjoy the photos taken at the 
Kadimah Dinner, which paid tribute to Avy Sterman in 
June, then call him to congratulate him on how much 
he has done for Kadimah Academy.  

The overall vision this issue reflects is the dynamic 
Jewish education landscape in our Buffalo Jewish 
Community, and at so many places, agencies and 
synagogues.  

And speaking of learning, I am going to be boning 
up on botany during this summer’s Garden Walks, as 
well as continuing to read about Israel’s Six-Day War 
in 1967, and David Grossman’s latest book and recent 
Man Booker Prize winner, A Horse Walks into a Bar. 
Wishing you a rejuvenating summer.  

Ellen Goldstein - Editor
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Camp is a Key to the Jewish Future
in our community who 
couldn’t afford the 
expense of overnight 
Jewish summer camp. 
After all, the experience 
and the benefits 
shouldn’t be reserved 
only for those who can 
afford it, particularly 
since Jewish camping 
is arguably one of the 
most important acts of 
Jewish continuity. 

Fast forward a few 
years, and the proof is 
in the pudding. Nearly 
25% of the CSL campers 
reside in Buffalo, and 
yet there was minimal 
scholarship funding 
being provided for 
Buffalo campers. Until 
now. Recently, a few of 
us got together with 
the Foundation for 
Jewish Philanthropies 

By Steven J. Weiss

Jewish camping is seen by many as a key 
to the Jewish future. In fact, research has 
indicated that this is where young people 
find Jewish role models and create enduring 
Jewish friendships. It’s also where they forge 
vital, lifelong connections to their essential 
Jewishness and begin their own Jewish journeys. 
You needn’t look very far to see that the notion 
of camp is a Jewish concept, remembering that 
the Israelites spent 40 years camping as they 
wandered in the desert, sans the ropes courses, 
waterfront and amanut.

Several years ago Camp Lakeland closed and 
the property in Franklinville, NY was sold. As sad 
and disappointing as this was, our community 
then embarked on a regional collaboration by 
promoting Camp Seneca Lake (CSL), a Jewish 
camp operated out of the Rochester JCC. Looking 
at the current success of CSL, and considering the 
struggles of Camp Lakeland in its waning years, 
one could argue that the closure of Lakeland and 
the collaboration with Rochester could have and 
probably should have happened years earlier (and 
might we consider this result for other of our 

fledgling organizations?).
When Lakeland was in its heyday, a 

robust Camp Lakeland Association existed 
to raise funds for scholarships for those 

and raised close to $15,000 to seed a 
fund that will be used to send Buffalo 
kids to CSL. The scholarship fund 
will be maintained by the Rochester 
JCC. Thank you to all of those who 
contributed, and if you’d like to make 
a donation please contact Ellen Weiss 
at erweiss1@gmail.com or CSL Camp 
Director Aaron Cantor at acantor@
jccrochester.org. 

The benefits of Jewish camping 
experiences are truly endless and the 
recently created scholarship fund is a 
way to preserve that opportunity for 
those in our community who need it, 
despite the absence of a Buffalo camp. 
To those of you who “get” Jewish 
sleep-away camp, whether you are 
previously associated with Lakeland 
or currently involved with CSL, you’ll 
know what I mean by “Anderson’s at 
9.” 

Steven Weiss is President of the 
Buffalo Jewish Federation’s Board of 
Governors.

SAVE THE DATE!  
9-25-17

Campaign for Jewish Buffalo Kick-Off Event  

5:30 PM
Hyatt Regency Buffalo
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Zachary Bloom 

Last summer I had the honor of 
volunteering at the Jewish Family 
Services’ Immigrant and Refugee 
Services. While interning there, I 
performed many different jobs, such 
as helping refugee children register for 
school and obtaining working papers for 
refugees. I was able to work alongside a 
fantastic staff who were very warm and 
supportive. They put many long hours 
into their work and were completely 
dedicated to refugees on their cases. 
Being a social worker at Jewish Family 
Services seemed like a very difficult job, 
but a necessary one for our community. 

From personal experience, I can 
definitely say that being an intern at 
Jewish Family Services is not an easy 
job either. Many times I faced language 
barriers with the refugees while trying to 
communicate important information to 
them. I was also put into many situations 
I have never been in before with only my 
own devices to help me. This experience 
really taught me the importance of 
non-verbal communication and how to 
think on my feet. Interning at the Jewish 
Family Services’ Immigrant and Refugee 
Services was one of the most interesting 
experiences I have ever had and I really 
hope we can all appreciate what they do 
for the community. 

Hebrew High Reflections... changed me for the better. Because of 
youth group, I know where I stand when 
it comes to my interaction with the local 
Jewish community and have learned how 
to be a true leader. Being a part of the 
youth group board for four out of five 
years also meant that I was a consistent 
participant of NFTY-NEL events and 
through these events further found what 
I stand for, my beliefs, and of course, 
some of my best friends. Through NEL 
I have made friendships that will never 
die, though our time has been short and 
we rarely see each other for most of the 
year. 

Because of these three wonderful 
places and the experiences I have had 
growing up, I know that I will be better 
off for the rest of my life. The experiences 
I lived through will follow me for the rest 
of my journey and will influence all of 
the decisions I make from here on out. I 
am sad to be leaving, but it is bittersweet 
as I know I will be moving on to other 
great things but never losing the pieces 
of myself that NEL, religious school, and 
Hebrew High were able to help me find.

Sophia Kaplan

I was immersed in my Jewish 
community at a very young age at the 
Jewish Community Center. I grew up 
going to Sunday school and temple, with 
my mother reminding me that having a 
Jewish community is important. And I 
did have one, a small one, but I didn’t yet 
understand what the big deal was about 
having a Jewish community. Not until I 
entered NFTY.

In NFTY, I met people from Rochester, 
Ohio, and Canada and it was a crazy 
experience to see all of the similarities 
we had. I loved being in a room of people 
who would understand what I meant by 
“Yom Kippur” and I liked not having to 
explain everything when talking about 
my religion. 

I liked sharing one of the most 
important aspects of my life. Even 
at this young age, in seventh grade 
when I was first introduced to NFTY, I 
loved discussing Judaism- sharing my 

Molly Brownstein

There is an idea in Judaism that all 
Jews have a light within them that guides 
them closer to their spirituality, their 
culture, and their history. And while 
most search for this light, many will 
never find it. For me, I am convinced that 
my light came in the form of Kadimah 
Academy. My education was not only 
fundamental to developing my Jewish 
identity, but it also ignited within me a 
passion for learning and for Israel. These 
passions were further realized through 
my participation in Hebrew High and 
USY, specifically in my role as the Tzafon 
Region USY President this past year.

These three experiences collectively 
have influenced my decision to study 
abroad next year in Israel on Nativ. 
This program will be an opportunity to 
further discover my heritage and make 
connections with other Jews from across 
the globe. But, before I embark on this 
journey, I would like to take the time 
to reflect on where my light has led me 
most recently.

This past year, at the international USY 
convention, a friend and I stood on our 
chairs and chanted Adon Olam at the top 
of our lungs. As I hovered above everyone 
who was seated—and being the tallest 
person in the room is an experience in 
itself for me—I was instantly struck by 
the sea of kippahs below. Hundreds of 
Jews, dressed in tefillin, were all singing 
together in joy. This moment, and other 
moments like this, are novelties for me 
because I currently attend public school 
where I am the only Jew. Without USY 
and Hebrew High, and Kadimah for 
starting it all, I would not have the same 
enthusiasm for Judaism because I simply 
would have never had the exposure.

I am eternally grateful to the Buffalo 
Jewish community for giving me the 
foundation necessary to grow into the 
person and the Jew that I am today. I 
feel very privileged to stand here before 
you. And my hope is that I may be a 

pillar of the community who inspires 
other Jewish teens to find their light 
and to follow it wherever it may lead. I 
know that next year when I go on Nativ, 
I will be packing all my memories and 
knowledge in my suitcase.

Alex Kane

Reflecting back on my youth 
and growing up as part of the Jewish 
community, I remember always feeling 
like I finally found my place in the world. 
Attending religious school on Sunday 
mornings never seemed to be fun but 
it got easier to attend as I got older 
and enjoyed being there more. I found 
myself back in the building as a madricha 
my eighth grade year, which has truly 
helped to shape my life thus far. Without 
becoming a madricha, I definitely would 
not be the Jew that I am today. For this, 
I can thank all of the teachers at Temple 
Beth Zion religious school who have 
not only taught me, but continue to 
teach the next generation and make the 
experience all the more worthwhile. 

Not only has religious school shaped 
me, it led me to take classes at Hebrew 
High. Spending my Wednesday nights 
out in Amherst, most definitely after 
some sort of sports practice, I found 
myself among other teens who wanted to 
continue learning and continue actively 
practicing their religion in some way. 
Through Hebrew High I made wondrous 
friends and reconnected with some that I 
had lost touch with. While reconnecting 
with my friends and solidifying new 
friendships was great, it also helped me 
to continue my Jewish education and 
secure my Jewish identity, knowing I was 
participating in something other than 
youth group to keep my mind active 
and knowledgeable about the one thing 
that has always made me different: my 
Judaism. 

Along with Hebrew High and religious 
school, there was also youth group and 
NFTY-NEL. Both of these groups have 

The ten high school seniors 
pictured on the front cover graduated 
from Hebrew High in May. At their 
graduation ceremony, they each 
reflected on their Jewish lives today, 
and the path they took to arrive 
here. The students, in alphabetical 
order, represent a beautiful mirror 
of Jewish young people, committed 
to living important Jewish lives as 
they continue in college and beyond. 
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Through USY, I learned the value of 
inclusivity and commitment; through 
AMHSI, I learned the value of knowledge 
and perseverance; through Hebrew High, 
I learned the value of community and 
engagement. I feel privileged for the 
opportunities these organizations have 
provided me with, and owe most of my 
confidence as a Jewish, and teen, leader 
to those opportunities. If someone had 
approached me at the beginning of my 
high school career and told me that when 
I graduated high school I would have 
served on an International Board, and 
studied abroad in Israel for 4 months, I 
would have looked at them extremely 
puzzled. Yet now as I reminisce on my 
life as a Jew, I feel proud of what I have 
accomplished, and as I look forward, I 
am excited for what is to come. Most 
importantly however, I know that 
whatever my future holds, I will take with 
me the prized values I have learned, and 
use them to become the best Jew, person, 
and ‘menschette’, I can be.

Erin Lippa

Every summer for nine summers I 
attended Camp Ramah in Canada. 
The moment I exit the bus, I fill with 
excitement. The sight of the brown, 
wooden cabins with the signature red 
roofs, the beautiful waterfront, and 
the view of my friends waiting for me 
makes the experience all the better. We 
participated in Hebrew learning, sports, 
hobbies, and water front activities daily. 
On Fridays, we ended our day early 
to prepare for Shabbat. Attending a 
Conservative Jewish camp, allowed me 
to be exposed to the Jewish religion in 
a different way that being at home with 
distractions. 

The friends that I have made 
throughout my camp experience have 
helped infuse different traditions of 
Judaism. Some are more religious, and 
some less, each teaching the customs 
that they perform every week. All of these 
Jewish people living in the same vicinity 
form a community. A bond that can’t be 
broken. We all feel the same way about 

views and hearing others’- and having 
serious discussions on moral issues. I 
loved seeing everyone else enjoy it as 
well. It was completely different from 
school, where every eighth grader was 
apathetic towards everything including 
the Holocaust.

After this introduction to NFTY, my 
relationship to the Jewish community 
was forever changed. I felt the networks 
forming with everything I did. It 
reignited my interest in Israel, it made 
me want to be involved at temple and go 
to services, it’s what drove me to come to 
Hebrew High every week even when I was 
swamped with homework, and it’s what 
helped me grow into my morals, political 
views, and standings. Without all of that, 
I would be a much different person.

Leah Kramer

Every Sunday as a 5 year old, I was 
allotted a 50 cent allowance by my 
parents. I treasured the two quarters with 
every morsel of my tiny body, as they 
depicted a future full of independence, 
and the freedom to buy as much candy as 
my heart desired. However, despite how 
much I wanted to keep those two quarters 
for myself, each Sunday I would give 
one of my precious coins to my Hebrew 
School Tzdekah Fund. While watching my 
hard earned change fall out of my hand 
and into the Tzdekah box was not easy, 
it showed me the importance of giving 
back to one’s community. Furthermore, 
this weekly ritual marked the beginning 
of core values being instilled within me 
due to a Jewish experience. 

As I grew up, my Jewish experiences 
broadened from Gesher Hebrew School 
to United Synagogue Youth (USY), 
Alexander Muss High School in Israel 
(AMHSI), and Hebrew High. These 
organizations allowed me to engage with 
other Jewish teens, and further discover 
the other Jewish values that began to 
shape my character. While each of these 
organizations differed in their structure, 
they all shared the similarity of growing 
Jewish leaders through the strengthening 
of Jewish values.
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Hebrew High Reflections (cont’d)
this place that brought us all together, 
that taught and continues to teach us so 
much about Judaism and ourselves. Also, 
living with eleven other girls in the same 
cabin allowed me to prepare to deal with 
living with other people such as college 
roommates. This is very important as 
I start my college career. Being able to 
understand how my roommate lives will 
allow me to be able to not get upset when 
she is messy or loud. Additionally, I will 
have these friends forever. Every time I 
visit one of their cities, I will always have 
a place to call home and someone to turn 
to. The connections and experiences I 
have had with them make our bond 
stronger. Camp Ramah in Canada has 
done so much for me and will continue 
to do more.

Nicholas Lowinger

Throughout my life there have been 
multiple experiences that have helped 
shaped my Judaism into what it is today. 
The first and most major experience that 
shaped my Judaism was Kadimah. I went 
to Kadimah from kindergarten all the 
way up to 8th grade, and I’ve had some 
of the most incredible times of my life. 
Kadimah gave me my roots to Judaism 
and educated me on Jewish history, 
prayer and Hebrew. Kadimah wasn’t only 
a school to me, it was my home, and 
it’s where I’ve made friendships that 
will last a lifetime. Instead of going to 
Washington, D.C. like a normal 8th grade 
class trip, we went to Israel, a place 
where I’ve been taught so much about 
but never before had experienced.  It 
made everything I had learned come to 
life before my eyes and I got to share 
my experiences with my classmates. 
Kadimah truly set me on my path to 
become more religious and who I am 
today.

The second major experience that has 
shaped my Judaism is NCSY. NCSY is an 
Orthodox youth group that accepts Jews 
from all different sects. I went to my first 
convention last spring and I only knew 

one person that was going.  Immediately 
when I came, I was welcomed with open 
arms. During that one convention I was 
inspired to go deeper into my Judaism to 
find out who I was. It was then that I met 
other teens who were going on the same 
summer program as I was and I felt like 
I was already a part of the family. During 
that summer, I went to Israel on an 
advocacy trip and I made it my mission 
to learn something new every day. I came 
across things that I had never seen before, 
and made long lasting experiences with 
my NCSY family. I became more religious 
and more involved with NCSY that I 
started going to all of the events. I know 
that what I’ve learned from NCSY has 
definitely impacted my life and that I will 
continue to grow.

Eva Muir

In the fall of 2013, while at an event 
for the North American Federation of 
Temple Youth (NFTY), I was introduced 
to a social justice program called Mitzvah 
Corps. Essentially, this program is for 
Jewish teens to volunteer and to meet 
others from across the country. I decided 
that Mitzvah Corps was an opportunity I 
could not pass up. From there, I applied 
for scholarships and saved money to 
make the trip happen. And it did happen.

The following summer, after 
continuing to raise money so I could 
participate in Mitzvah Corps again, I 
traveled to New Orleans, Louisiana. In 
the two weeks I spent there, I learned a 
lifetime’s worth of lessons. On our first 
full day, 30 Jewish teens rode a bus to 
the Lower Ninth Ward, the poorest part 
of New Orleans and the section that 
was most affected by Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005. Four others and I went to the 
future home of Jonathan and Elizabeth, a 
couple who wished to restore a beautiful 
historic house that had been abandoned 
for 27 years. From the driveway, I saw 
an overgrown garden, debris covering 
the pavement, and an inspiring couple. 
Jonathan and Elizabeth simply wanted 

to make this place their home because 
they saw the potential in a community 
that had been deprived of love. For many 
hours, I worked in intense Louisiana heat 
pulling weeds, removing glass shards 
from the yard, and eventually finding a 
pathway hidden under “artifacts” and 
“novelty items” carried there by the 
storm. 

After being in Louisiana, my 
connection with Judaism has grown 
stronger. The fundamental social value 
of Judaism, Gemilut Hasadim—hands-
on acts of loving kindness—has shown 
me that actions matter. Since Mitzvah 
Corps, I have lobbied for Climate Change 
alongside my state representatives, 
voiced my opinion about gun control, and 
led programs on topics such as domestic 
abuse and houselessness, a term I use in 
place of homelessness.

Jonathan and Elizabeth showed me 
that a home is much more than a house. 
My home is my family, my friends, and all 
of my surroundings. It was in New Orleans 
that I learned that it does not matter 
where you come from, you can still make 
positive change wherever you happen 
to be. If it wasn’t for Judaism, I would 
not be the person I am today, because I 
would not be exposed to such wonderful 
experiences and opportunities.

Jared Wallenfels

I found myself in South Dakota as 
part of the United Synagogue Youth on 
Wheels program in the summer of 2015. 
USY on Wheels is a summer trip during 
which teens travel on a bus across the 
country for 6 1/2 weeks. We stopped at 
landmarks in 27 states. We did this while 
living Jewishly, eating only kosher meals 
and praying twice daily.

Congregation B’Nai Isaac has eight 
members. It’s the only conservative 
synagogue in Aberdeen, South Dakota.  
Actually, it’s the only conservative 
congregation in all of South Dakota. They 
have not been able to make a minyan 
since World War I. One of the most 
meaningful experiences of my life was 
being able to help them. The 48 people 

in my group allowed them to make a 
minyan; it was their largest service ever. 
We brought ruach to their community 
that brought some of the members to 
tears. I am sure they will remember that 
for a long time.   

It will hard for me leave the USY 
community when I go to college, but 
my Jewish identity will never leave me. I 
plan to use the knowledge and leadership 
skills I have gained to become actively 
involved with Hillel and Jewish campus 
life at the University of Maryland.

Ben Wolfson

For the last three years, I have 
volunteered every Tuesday afternoon at 
Congregation Shir Shalom’s 
religious school.  I was a student at the 
same religious school from kindergarten 
to seventh grade, culminating with my 
Bar Mitzvah early in my eighth grade 
year. As a student, I viewed attending 
religious School as just something I had 
to get through in order to achieve the 
goal of becoming Bar Mitzvah.

When I was in tenth grade, my parents 
urged me to be a Teacher’s Assistant at 
the school, and I reluctantly agreed.  I 
was assigned to work with sixth and 
seventh graders, and help them learn 
the Hebrew language and other aspects 
of Jewish traditions. Most of my job 
required monitoring the class while the 
teacher, Mr. Horowitz, would teach the 
students.  

Although the class was geared for 
the younger kids in the class, I began 
learning an immense amount on topics I 
had previously ignored.  I tried my best to 
help engage the students and make sure 
they were gaining knowledge from the 
class. I learned the students’ names and 
attempted to strike up conversation with 
them before class began. 

My time helping the class has taught 
me how to listen, engage, and interact 
with different age groups. I took on a 
leadership role in my Jewish life that I 
hope to continue as I become involved 
in college at the University of Michigan.
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AJC Global Forum
Thirteen students from the Buffalo 

area attended the AJC Global Forum 
in Washington, D.C. in early June, 
thanks to support from the Benderson 
Family. Here are reactions to the 
event from three of them.  

The AJC Global Forum was an 
incredible experience. Being able to 
hear from world leaders such as the 
President of Cyprus and the President of 
Romania, as well as Skyping with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
is something I never imagined I’d 
get the opportunity to do. Delving 
further into conversations with world-
renowned experts on topics such as ISIS 
activity in Syria, and Zionism and the 
contemporary case for Israel, made me 
begin to think about how I can bring this 
new knowledge to the UB campus, as 
well as the Buffalo Jewish Community. 
AJC’s bipartisan stance allows for all 
leaders and people of the world to be 
accepted and welcome to express their 
views. AJC’s goals are about principles 
and ideals that are not polarized; they 

understand that in order 
to gain the largest 
amount of success, 
they need support of 
both sides. Watching 
everyone work together 
to create an inclusive, 
safe community for the 
Jewish people globally, 
I left the conference 
feeling energized and 
empowered to continue 
that spirit here in 
Buffalo.

Nicole Bard, University 
at Buffalo – Senior

I found the AJC 
Global Forum to be an 
incredibly informative 
and educational 
experience. There was a 
lot of discussion about 
the BDS movement and 
how to address it on 
campus. By hearing from 

had the opportunity to participate 
in this forum.

Alexander Shapiro, University at 
Buffalo – Sophomore

Attending the AJC Global Forum 
was an amazing opportunity 
that I am very thankful I got to 
experience. Upon return from the 
Global Forum, I am feeling more 
refreshed and inspired to speak 
up for Israel, the Jewish people, 
and also other injustices that are 
happening world wide. I loved 
the focus of Israel throughout 
the conference, and I especially 
enjoyed listening to the speakers 
and their various opinions and 
stances on global issues as well 
as issues related to the conflict 
in the Middle East. I look forward 
to putting what I learned in 
those short few days to use and 
responding to comments but also 
starting discussions about Israel 
and Judaism on my campus and 
also in my everyday life.

Sydney Bluman, Buffalo State 
College - Senior

leaders of AJC, the US government, and the world, as well as the 
advocacy training component of the conference, I gained a better 
understanding of what it takes to combat anti-Semitism  at a 
national and international level. My favorite panel was Black-
Jewish relations and Coalition building. I’m grateful for having 

Some of the members of Buffalo’s student delegation to the AJC Global 
Forum in June in Washington, D.C.
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Landscape Hardscape Irrigation

Custom Design & Installation

FREE ESTIMATES 741-8468
8600 Roll Road • Clarence Center, New York 14032 • greenviewteam.com

finest mouth-watering n.y. bagels since 1976 • homemade shmears • deli sandwiches • soups • salads

MARSHALL’S PLAZA
2130 Delaware Ave, Buffalo

716.874.1800

DASH’S PLAZA
100 A Plaza Dr, Williamsville

716.639.1000

NOW OPEN
4498 Main St, Snyder, NY 14226

716.839.2222

www.bageljays.com  

finest dark roasted coffees • fresh-baked bagels • signature tuna fish • and more!

Pickup & Dropoff  
service available

Let Us Do the Work!

Shivah Platters
Kiddush Platters

N.Y. Wedding Brunches

Remember how bagels 
used to taste?

That’s what you’ll taste today 
at Bagel Jay’s, consistently 

delicious deli favorites 
in every bite.

Hillel International’s 
Ezra Fellowship  
Expands to Buffalo  

In an ongoing 
effort to recruit 
and train 
young Jewish 
professionals on 
campus and help 
students explore 
their Jewish 
identities, Hillel 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
will expand its 
Ezra Fellowship 
to bring 15 
new fellows 
to campuses across the country this 
fall, including Hillel of Buffalo.  Logan 
Woodard will be the Buffalo Hillel Ezra 
Fellow, working with Rabbi Sara Rich, 
Buffalo Hillel’s new director.  Ezra Fellows 
are young professionals with a passion 
for Jewish education who, through the 
full-time, paid fellowship, receive up 
to three years of training in pluralistic 
Jewish education, including seminars 
in experiential Jewish education and 
professional career coaching. 

“I am excited to meet and engage 
with students and learn of the 
Jewish concepts and ideas that 

excite them. I look forward to deep-
ening and expanding my own Jewish 

knowledge too,” said Woodard.  
While working as Hillel professionals 

on campus, Ezra Fellows learn to infuse 
their Jewish knowledge into day-to-day 
programs and interactions, including 
informal conversations with students, 
organizing weekly Shabbat dinners or 
launching new educational and outreach 
programs. 

 “Ezra Fellows bring Judaism off 
the page and into the everyday life of 
their campus communities. They learn 
innovative ways to bring students to a 
new appreciation of what it means to 
be Jewish in the 21st century, and show 
them why their Jewishness is something 
to celebrate,” said Laura Yares, Director of 
Educational Research and Innovation at 
Hillel International. “The fellows are able 
to engage with students through Jewish 
teachings, and increase the level of Jewish 
education at the campus Hillels where 
they work, creating the foundation for a 
lifetime of Jewish leadership.” The Ezra 
Fellowship is supported in part by the 
Maimonides Fund.

Logan Woodard
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Israeli Art at CEPA 
Gallery June 29

By Elizabeth Licata, Buffalo Spree

It’s rarely possible for artists to make work uninflected by the nature of their 
sociopolitical surroundings, especially when those surroundings are as geopolitically 
charged as the Middle East. In an ongoing series that—over the next six months—will 
include a rotating group of artists, CEPA Gallery presents the first installment: Place 
Relations: Identity in Contemporary Israeli Avant-Garde Art.

Working in (mostly) still 
photography and video, the artists 
employ traditional documentary 
practices, fictional narrative, 
dramatic portraiture, performance, 
and other strategies to explore 
personal and political identity in 
uneasy times. This is the kind of 
project CEPA does best; it’s a wide-
ranging and fascinating window 
into conceptual art as a global 
practice, as well as a survey of how 
artists interpret political upheaval. 

Thankfully, humor often 
alleviates tension, as in the work 
of Tamy Ben-Tor, who uses over-
the-top costumes and makeup for 
her character-driven performances 
and videos. Adi Ness’s large-
scale photographs are somber in 
nature, but they immediately 
appeal through their use of 
familiar iconography, as in “The 
Last Supper Before Going Out to 
Battle,” (pictured above) which 
presents fourteen young Israeli 
soldiers seated at a long table in 
the postures we know so well. Other 
Nes images draw similarly upon 
mythological, art historical, and 
biblical imagery. Additional artists 

include Omer Fast, Guy Ben-Ner, Keren 
Cytter, Yael Bartana, Re’em Aharoni, and 
Barak Zemer. Not all of the artists make 
work that might be considered ripped from 
the headlines. Cytter’s videos, for example, 
include more personal matter; the artist 
explores relationships in a highly stylized 
manner, based on cinematic and literary 
classics. Ben-Nur includes his family 
members in absurd adaptations of classic 
works of literature.

This is not a political show as much as it is 
an opportunity to experience different world 
views and different aesthetic possibilities 
from a compelling group of artists. There 
is no statement here, but there could be 
a conversation. Place Relations: Identity 
in Contemporary Israeli Avant-Garde Art 
runs through 2017 at the Market Arcade, 617 
Main Street, Buffalo NY.

Adi Ness’s “The Last Supper Before Going Out To Battle.”

Re’em Aharoni: Self Portraits

REALTY USA
6000 Sheridan Drive | Williamsville, NY

716.634.4200   cell: 716.480.2196
ssilverberg@realtyusa.com

Your Neighbor, Your Realtor

Sheryl 
Kardaman Silverberg
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Thank you 
for your generous support  

of the Annual Campaign for 
Jewish Buffalo.

We will publish the Honor Roll thanking 
all donors to the 2017 Campaign for Jewish 
Buffalo at our Campaign Kick-Off Dinner 
Monday, September 25 and in the Jewish 
Journal of WNY. Your name will appear exactly 
as it did last year unless otherwise requested.  
Should you wish to make any changes, please 
contact our Campaign Director Randi Morkisz 
at rmorkisz@jfedbflo.com or 716-204-2245.  
Your gift helps so many here in Buffalo, in 
Israel and throughout the world!  Thank you!
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Rabbi Shay Mintz (1937-2017) Rabbi Perry Netter  
Remembers  
his friend,  
Rabbi Shay Mintz

This is a note Rabbi Netter sent to 
Temple Beth Tzedek members when 
Rabbi Mintz died in June.  

It is with a profound sense of 
sadness that I announce the passing 
on Shabbat of Rabbi Shay Mintz, a 
foundational pillar of the Buffalo 
Jewish Community.  

The prayer known for its first 
word, Tzidkatkha, which is recited 
at Shabbat Minhah, was written to 
commemorate the lives of three 
great Jewish leaders who died on 
Shabbat: Joseph, Moses and King 
David.  Rabbi Mintz now joins the list 
of great Jewish leaders who passed 
on Shabbat.

Many in our community carry with 
them the memories of important and 
transformational events in their lives 
that are bound up with Rabbi Mintz.  
He is remembered for running the 
religious school, and the overflow 
Yontiff service, and for his work with 
Hillel.  So many of the stories I am 
told of significant experiences with 
Rabbi Mintz include trips to Israel 
with him, or being in the basement 
on High Holidays, and so many other 
moments.  He had a profound impact 
on the lives of so many.

And he had the amazing capacity 
for remembering everyone by their 
Hebrew names.

Two months ago Safi and I 
were going to a place in Netanya, 
on the coast between Tel Aviv and 
Haifa.  I got lost and had to turn 
around.  I looked up at the street 
sign to discover that I was turning 
on Binyamin Mintz street.  Binyamin 
Mintz was Shay’s beloved father, a 
member of the first government of 
Israel and the Minister in charge of 
the Post Office.  Rabbi Mintz was 
born into a family of Jewish “royalty.”

He was brilliant, learned, 
passionate, erudite, gentle with a 
great sense of humor.  All of us who 
knew Rabbi Mintz, who learned at 
his feet, who were touched by his 
gentle soul, are privileged.  He will 
be sorely missed.

Yehi Zikhro Barukh. May his 
memory be a blessing.

Rabbi Shay Mintz (z”l) passed away 
last month in Jerusalem. A Jewish 
educator and spiritual leader, he 
spent more than 40 years in Buffalo 
as part of our community. He was 
the son of Benyamin and Chedva 
Mintz who immigrated to Israel from 
Poland in 1925. He was born in Tel 
Aviv, served as a chaplain with the 
Israeli Defense Forces, and graduated 
from Jerusalem Rabbinical School in 
1960.  His father was a member of 
the first Knesset after Israel won 
independence in 1948, and later went 
on to be vice speaker of the Knesset.  
A few years ago, Shay published a 
book about the career and other 
accomplishments of his father, which 
is currently only available in Hebrew; 
a translation to English is in progress. 

Rabbi Mintz came to the United States 
in 1965 to South Bend, Indiana, where 
he worked as the principal of United 
Hebrew School and also lectured on 
Judaic Studies at the University of Notre 
Dame.  While in South Bend, he met his 
wife, Lila Mintz (Podolsky/Katz) (z”l) 
who was widowed several years earlier 
after a tragic car accident took the lives 
of her husband and oldest son.  Shay 
and Lila married on March 2, 1969, in 
South Bend, a loving union that would 
last 46 years until Lila’s passing in 2015.  
Shay fully embraced his new family and 
together Shay and Lila continued to raise 
three children, Martin L Katz, Ronald M 
Katz, and Sharon F (Katz) Dubrow.

In 1970, Rabbi Mintz brought his 
family to Buffalo to accept a position, 
offered by Rabbi Isaac Klein, as the 
educational director of Temple Shaarey 
Zedek.  Rabbi Mintz was also involved in 
the Hebrew schools at Temple Beth El and 
Temple Sinai, and he later established 
the United Junior High School that 
brought teen-aged students together 
from all three synagogues.  He created 
an innovative and creative curriculum of 
study that included the Arts and Shabbat 
retreats to beautiful camp settings, in 
addition to traditional studies.  This 
type of creativity was a staple of Rabbi 
Mintz’s life work.  Many students 
who passed through these schools 
credit Rabbi Mintz for their spiritual 
grounding, and many later sought him 
to officiate at ceremonies marking their 
family’s lifecycle milestones even after 
they moved from Buffalo.

In 1986, Shay became the director 
of Hillel at the University at Buffalo. 

Rabbi Shay Mintz

Portrait of Rabbi Shay Mintz created 
by UB Alumnus Scott Herman that 
adorned a Memory Book he created 
on the occasion of Shay’s 25th 
Anniversary with Hillel

He served in that position for 14 years, 
after which he continued to lead High 
Holiday services that attracted current 
and former students, and community 
members.  From his early Hebrew School 
days through UB Hillel, Rabbi Mintz 
led vibrant services with purpose and 
feeling, and connected personally with 
those assembled for prayer.  Rabbi Mintz 
remained strongly connected to Israel 
throughout his life in the United States.  
He and Lila led groups to tour Israel, 
an experience that many recount as a 
highlight of their life.  In recent years, 
Shay and Lila spent several months 
each year, scheduled around Jewish 
holidays, in Jerusalem.  Rabbi Mintz 
cared deeply for Judaism, Israel, and for 
all humankind.

Rabbi Mintz is survived by his three 
children: Martin L Katz (married to Beth 
Katz) of Larkspur, California, Ronald M 

Katz (married to Ellen Katz) of Fairfax, 
Virginia, and Sharon F (Katz) Dubrow 
of Arlington, Virginia.  Lila predeceased 
her devoted husband less than two years 
ago.  They were the proud Saba and 
Grandma of ten grandchildren: Joel, 
Talia, Aaron, Ethan, Hannah, Rebecca, 
Maya, Deena, Rachel, and Nathan; and 
two great-grandchildren, Rosie and 
Millie.

Memorial donations may be 
sent to The Foundation for Jewish 
Philanthropies, 2640 North Forest 
Rd, Amherst, NY 14068 for funds to 
publish the book about Rabbi Mintz’s 
father in English, and also for Israel 
trip scholarships. A memorial service 
in Buffalo to celebrate the life of Rabbi 
Shay Mintz, will be announced at a 
later date. Read the obituary in The 
Buffalo News: http://buffalonews.
com/2017/06/10/rabbi-shay-e-mintz-
80-jewish-educator-spiritual-leader/

Sharon Katz Dubrow provided most of 
the information for this article.  

Lila and Shay Mintz
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Gazpacho for the 4th!

Small Business Administration  
Honors Amherst Memorial Chapel

The United States Small 
Business Administration 
and SCORE Buffalo 
Niagara honored Amherst 
Memorial Chapel with 
a Small Business of the 
Year Award.   Nominated 
by M&T Bank, Mitchell 
Steinhorn, accepted the 
award for Western New 
York’s only locally-owned 
Jewish funeral home. 
Mr. Steinhorn purchased 

the facility in early 2016. 
Amherst Memorial Chapel 
is a full service Jewish 
Funeral Home that was built 
specifically to accommodate 
all Jewish practices, 
whether Orthodox, 
Traditional, Conservative, 
Reconstructive or Reform. 
It is the only funeral home 
in Buffalo, NY with a 
Mikvah for the traditional 
Tahara.

By Robin Kurss
Here’s a great recipe for the 4th of July, easy to take on a picnic or to serve at 

home....chilled or room temperature.

My Favorite Gazpacho-serves 6

4 c tomato juice ( I use V-8)
1 onion, chopped

1 green pepper, chopped
1 yellow pepper, chopped

1 cucumber, seeded and chopped
2 scallions, chopped

3 large tomatoes, chopped
1 c corn kernals (optional)

2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 jalapeno, minced (optional)

2 Tbsp honey
1/4 c lemon juice
1/4 c lime juice

2 Tbsp red wine vinegar
1/4 c basil, chopped

1/4 c parsley, chopped
1/4 c olive oil

salt and pepper to taste

You can either hand chop veggies or pulse in a food processor to the rough 
chop stage. I like the soup to be chunky, not pureed. Mix all ingredients and 
chill overnight. Enjoy!

2500 Kensington Avenue 
Amherst, NY 14226 

716.839.1700 
www.gr8look.com

Dr. Samuel Shatkin Jr., Certified by the American Board of Plastic Surgery
Dr. Todd E. Shatkin, Member of the American Dental Association

5195 Main Street  
(in the Wyndam Garden Hotel)

Williamsville, NY 14221
716.GR8.SKIN (478.7546) 

www.spabuffalo.com

“one gr8 look is worth
a thousand words”

• Plastic Surgery
• Advanced Skincare
• Massage Therapy
• Cosmetic Dermatology

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Implant Dentistry
• Mini Dental Implants
• Invisible Orthodontics

Offering Expertise In:

5462 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221
Office: 716-932-5300

nothnagle.com
jshubert@nothnagle.com

Joanne B. Shubert
Associate Real Estate Broker, SRES

Cell: 716-866-8505

I Don’t Just List, I Sell

Mitchell Steinhorn
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Marci Birzon 
Remembered

The annual BBYO Celebration of Teen 
Leadership took place on Monday, June 
5, in Vaughan, Ontario.  BBYO alumni 
including Ken Polk of Buffalo and Yehuda 
Kochanowski of Toronto presented the 
Award for Outstanding BBYO Leadership in 
Memory of Marci Birzon, who passed away 
25 years ago.  Aaron Rubinoff of Toronto 
won this year’s award.

Kochanowski and Polk have presented 
the award on behalf of the Birzon family 
a number of times, but were especially 
honored to attend this year given that 
2017 was the 25th time the award has been 
presented.  Polk shared memories with 
the 250 attendees from three of Marci’s 
friends, along with comments from her 
sister, Kathy Birzon Kule, of Florida, and 
her brother, Keith Birzon, of Buffalo. A 
donation was also given to BBYO from 
Marci’s parents, Jerry and Gloria Birzon.

Keith Birzon said, “I would like to extend 
my appreciation to two of Marci’s dear 
friends, Ken and Yehuda. For a part of the 
last 25 years these two have dedicated 
themselves to give out this special BBYO 
Leadership Award in Marci’s memory. Ken 
and Yehuda are a reflection of what kind 
of person Marci was. I am so honored that 
these guys were part of Marci’s life. I can’t 
thank them enough. Every time I see them 
they remind me of Marci.”

Marci grew up as an active BBYO 
member and later became an advisor.  
The leadership award was created and 
originally given to members in Buffalo but 
has continued in the Lake Ontario Region 
after Buffalo chapters closed.

BBYO alumni from Buffalo and Toronto in 
attendance on June 5th at the BBYO leadership 
award ceremony

On April 27, 2017, New York State 
Assemblyman Sean Ryan announced at 
the JCC of Greater Buffalo, Holland Family 
location, that the 2017-2018 New York State 
Budget includes $25 million to fund a grant 
program to finance safety and security 
upgrades at religious schools, community 
centers, and day care centers that are at risk 
of being targeted for hate crime attacks. 

 Incidents of hate crimes and threats 
directed at Jewish, Muslim and LGBTQ 
community Centers, as well as religious 
schools and day care centers have 
increased at alarming rates in the last year. 
From January to March of this year, dozens 
of threatening phone calls were made to 
Jewish community and day care centers 
and Jewish schools throughout the country, 
including the Jewish Community Center 
locations in Buffalo and Amherst. The Anti-
Defamation League estimates that there 
has been an 86% increase in anti-semitic 
attacks on Jews and Jewish institutions 
so far this year. Incidents of hate crimes 

against Muslims have also risen sharply. 
According to the most recently available 
FBI hate crime statistics, hate crime attacks 

LGBTQ people, especially transgender 
individuals, have also spiked recent 
months. According to data from the 

Ryan Announces $25 Million To Fund  
Safety And Security Upgrades

“The $25 million in funding will create a competitive 
grant program to provide for safety and security projects 
at nonpublic religious schools, community centers and 
day care facilities at  risk of hate crime attacks because 
of their ideology, beliefs or mission. The risk assessment 
of the eligible facilities will include consideration of the 
vulnerabilities of the organization based on its location, 
membership, and potential consequences of a hate 
crime attack at the facility. The grant program will be 
administered by the Division of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Services.”

against Muslims jumped from 154 to 257 
between 2014 and 2015. 

 Hate crime attacks and threats against 

FBI, LGBTQ people are more likely to 
be targets of hate crimes than any 
other minority group. In February, 
LBGTQ community centers in Los 
Angeles and Milwaukee were targeted 
by vandals who spray-painted anti-
LGBTQ messages of hate. In March, a 
Universalist Church in New Orleans 
had a brick thrown through one of 
its windows just days after the church 
hosted a town hall meeting to discuss 
violence against transgender people. 
Also in March, a LGBTQ community 
center in Washington DC was broken 
into by an individual, who then 
assaulted a staff member, then fled 
while saying he would return to 
kill someone. All of these incidents 
demonstrate a profound need to project 
individuals who are targets of hate 
crime attacks. 

Assemblyman Sean Ryan said 
“There has been an alarming rise in 
the number of attacks targeting people 
of the Jewish and Muslim faiths, as 
well as LBGTQ people in recent years, 
and especially the last few months. 
This critical funding will ensure that 
facilities across New York State that are 
at risk of hate crime attacks are properly 
protected with the most up-to-date 
safety and security infrastructure. This 
funding will help give peace of mind 
to millions of New Yorkers who simply 
just want to live their lives.”

Yehuda 
Kochanowski 
(left) and 
Aaron Rubinoff 
(center), both  
of Toronto, and 
Ken Polk (right) 
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Sponsored by /Dw 2IˋFe of Lindy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

5 THINGS YOU CAN DO 
in July to repair the world

dy Korn, PLLC - www.lkorn-law.com

Where is this found  
in WNY?  

The first 5 people to 
correctly identify the 

location and the person 
will win a $10 lunch  

to the JCC’s NEW  
Tel Aviv Café.  

E-mail your answers to  
egoldstein@jfedbflo.com

In July, Myra Horowitz and Marcia Weiss identified the photo of the Ner 
Tamid in Temple Beth Tzedek’s Social Hall. It formerly was located at Temple 
Beth El and was donated by Alan and Ellen Bernstein in memory of their 
daughter, Anne Bernstein.  

Make a gift to the Jewish Federation Cemetery Corporation in 
honor of your parents, grandparents, or any other important person in your 
life. The Cemetery Corporation maintains and repairs several Buffalo Jewish 
cemeteries and your help is greatly needed.  Go to www.jfedbflo.com  and click 
on “Federation Cemetery Corporation” or call 716-204-2246.

Wines in the Wild @ Buffalo Zoo July 19.  Sponsored by the Buffalo Zoo 
ProZoo Board and the Women’s Board, guests must be 21 and over to attend.  
$45 and up.  Buffalo Zoo, 300 Parkside Ave.  Call Jessica Ritch -716-995-6133 
or buy tickets at www.buffalozoo.org.  

Team Up with Congregation Shir Shalom and the Jewish Federation 
for Walk Off Hunger July 29, and try to beat the best fundraiser around—
Jennie Pohl!   This Fundraiser benefits The Food Bank of WNY, and takes place 
at Island Park in Williamsville from 10:00am -2:00 pm. There is a fee. Call 
716-935-6717 or email jhayes@foodbankwny.org. 

Arts and Culture in Public Places invites you to attend the Annual 
Glen Park Art Festival in the Village of Williamsville, presented 
Saturday, July 29th and Sunday, July 30th on Glen Avenue between Mill and 
Rock Streets with free admission.  Enjoy great food, crafts and fine art from 
10am-5pm with a Pre-Art Concert on Friday evening, July 28that 7:00 PM.  

Don’t Miss Buffalo C.A.R.E.S Animal Rescue Boozicle Benefit  
July 30 from 3:00-7:00 pm. It benefits Buffalo C.A.R.E.S Animal Rescue, 
features music and drink and takes place at Buffalo Iron Works, 49 Illinois St. 
in downtown Buffalo.  $20 admission.  

WHERE IN  JBFLO ?

Small Law Firm
1904 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202

K I M M I  O T T
C E R T I F I E D  I N S T R U C TO R

M O V E  W E L L
F E E L  W E L L  •  B E  W E L L

T R A N S F O R M  YO U R  B O DY 

W I T H  P I L AT E S

C A L L  T O D A Y,  Y O U R 
F I R S T  L E S S O N  I S  F R E E !

• S m a l l  g r o u p  c l a s s e s

• T h e r a p y  b a l l  s e s s i o n s

•  P r i v a t e  p i l a t e s

I n  t h e  v i l l a g e  G l e n

1 6 2  M i l l  S t . ,  W i l l i a m s v i l l e

7 1 6 . 7 9 1 . 9 0 8 8

O T T F I T . C O M

Lindy Says: 
Do you need time off to care for a sick or injured loved one? 

You employer may be required to acommodate you.
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Community Relations Stepping Up
Federation’s new Community 

Relations initiative has taken a giant 
leap in the past several months. The 
overriding goal of this new effort 
is to represent the Buffalo Jewish 
community by building meaningful 
and collaborative relationships with 
other faith, ethnic and cultural 
communities toward the goal of 
building a more civil society. 

Federation has been able to raise 
significant funds toward community 
relations which will enable the hiring of 

a dedicated professional this fall. In the 
meantime, staff members at Federation 
have been creating a variety of new 
efforts.

One of the most exciting is a Clergy 
Interfaith Trip to Israel in December. 
Working in partnership with the 
NFJC (National Federation for Just 
Communities), the purpose of the trip 
is to engage a cadre of local clergy in an 
open-minded and holistic exploration of 
the challenges facing Israel, while at the 
same time enabling them to partake of 

a spiritually meaningful journey to the 
Holy Land. The trip will be led by several 
extraordinary faith leaders: Bishop 
Darius G. Pridgen, community leader 
and organizer who serves as the Senior 
Pastor of True Bethel Baptist Church;   
Pastor Craig D. Pridgen, leaders of 
True Bethel Baptist Church in Niagara 

Falls; Sister Margaret  Carney, president 
emeritus of the Franciscan Institute of 
St. Bonaventure; and Rabbi Sara Rich, 
incoming Executive Director of the 
Hillel of Buffalo and former Director 
of Education of Princeton University’s 
Center for Jewish Life.  The trip will be 
staffed by Lana Benatovich, President 
of the National Federation of Just 
Communities of Western New York and 
Mara Koven-Gelman, the Director of The 
Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo. To 
date, 12 clergy from throughout Western 
New York have agreed to participate. 

Finally, Federation is pleased to be 
joining Congregation Shir Shalom which 
is a co-host of the 10th Annual Walk 
Off Hunger this July in Island Park.  
Federation is proud to be a Gold  Sponsor 
of the event.  You can read more about 
the origins of Walk Off Hunger and the 
leadership of Gary Bluestein on page 22.

If you would like more information 
about our Community Relations 
initiative, please contact Ellen Goldstein 
at 716-204-2243.

2017 Interfaith Mission to Israel
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F A R M E R S  M A R K E T S

FARMERS
& ARTISANS

Artisan Bakery
& Local Foods Market

Bringing you local fresh 
produce and delicious 

prepared foods
4557 Main Street, Snyder, 
NY 14226  ~  716-633-2830

farmersandartisans.com
“Your connection

to NY family farms”

…the closer the hen house
 …the fresher the egg®

For four generations our family has been proud to bring you the 
freshest locally produced eggs in Western & Central New York

Producer of

Kreher FAMILY FARMS
Founded 1924

SUMMER HOURS MAY 1 - OCTOBER 31
Wholesale: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 3:30 am - 7 am

Retail: Sunday thru Friday 7 am - 6 pm
Saturday 6 am - 6 pm

WINTER HOURS 
Retail: Saturdays 6 am - Noon

FLEA MARKET HOURS MAY - OCTOBER 
7 am - 5 pm Saturday and Sunday

1443-1517 CLINTON ST., BUFFALO, NY 14206
SHARON BALDI, MANAGER

(716) 822-2466  |  SHRN.SWN@GMAIL.COM
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Buffalo Jewish Federation
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2241  
www.jfedbflo.com
Rob Goldberg - CEO & Executive Director
Steven J. Weiss- President

Bureau of Jewish Education 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-5380 
www.bjebuffalo.org  
Jill Komm - Executive Director
Michael Berger - President

Chabad House of Buffalo 
2450 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-688-1642 
www.chabadbuffalo.com
Rabbi Moshe Gurary - Director

Chai Early Childhood Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716 580-4600
www.chainursery.com
Chani Labkovski -Director

Department of Jewish Thought 
712 Clemens Hall - University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY 14260 
TEL 716-645-3695  Email: jewish-
studies@buffalo.edu
http://www.jewishstudies.buffalo.edu/
Dr. Sergey Dolgopolski, Chair

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068 
TEL 716-204-1133
www.jewishphilanthropies.org
Peter Fleischmann- Director & CEO
Ray Fink- President

Hadassah
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-5260
buffalohadassah@gmail.com
Marlene Katzel - Co-President
Maxine Seller - Co-President

Hebrew Benevolent Loan Association
2640 North Forest Road in FJP offices
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-204-0542
Sam Golden- Loan Officer
Linda S. Boxer- President

Hillel of Buffalo Campus Foundation 
for Jewish Life 
520 Lee Entrance/UB Commons 
Suite # 210 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-645-8787 
Rabbi Sara Rich - Director
www.hillelofbuffalo.org 

Holocaust Resource Center 
336 Harris Hill Road, Suite 302
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL: 716-634-9535
www.hrcbuffalo.org
Pieter Weinrieb- President
Mara Koven-Gelman- Executive Director

Jewish Community Center of Greater 
Buffalo, Inc. 
Benderson Family Building 
2640 North Forest Road 
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-688-4033 
Richard Zakalik - Executive Director
Susan Freed-Oestreicher - President

Holland Family Building 
787 Delaware Avenue   
Buffalo, NY  14209
TEL 716-886-3145
www.jccbuffalo.org
 
Jewish Discovery Center
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
212 Exeter Rd. 
Williamsville, NY 14221 (office)
TEL: 716-639-7600
TEL: 716-632-0467
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
www.jewishdiscovery.org

Jewish Family Service Of Buffalo And 
Erie County 
70 Barker Street   
Buffalo, NY  14209 
TEL 716-883-1914
www.jfsbuffalo.org 
Marlene Schillinger - Executive Director
Blaine Schwartz - Chair

Jewish Federation Apartments 
275 Essjay Road   
Williamsville, NY  14221 
TEL 716-631-8471 
www.jewishfederationapartments.org
Karen Greenspan - President
Kathleen Haggerty - Property Manager

Jewish Federation Cemetery 
Corporation, Inc.
2640 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-204-2246 
www.jfedbflo.com
Deborah Pivarsi - Director
Charlotte Gendler -  President

Kadimah Academy
1085 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY  14226
TEL 716-836-6903 
www.kadimah.org  
Einav Symons - Head of School
Alan Rosenhoch - President

Ohr Temimim School
411 John James Audubon Parkway 
W. Amherst, NY  14228
TEL 716-568-0226 
www.ohrtemimimschool.com
Rabbi Shmuel Shanowitz - Principal
Jonathan Gellman - President

Weinberg Campus
2700 North Forest Road
Getzville, NY  14068
TEL 716-639-3311
www.weinbergcampus.org  
Robert Mayer- President & CEO
Kenneth Rogers- Chairman of the Board 
of Directors

Jewish Community Agencies 
in Western New York

S Y N A G O G U E S A G E N C I E S

Great room • Media room • Wifi • Fitness center 
Data center • Beauty salon • Laundry facilities 
Full time social worker • Activities • Transportation 
24 hour emergency maintenance • Two elevators • Library 
Computer room • Pool table • Emergency medical call 
system • Chapel • Card room • Large screen tv

Jewish 
Federation 
Apartments

Jewish Federation Apartments
275 Essjay Road
Williamsville, NY 14221

For application information please call 716-631-8471
www.JewishFederationApartments.org

Open to all religious denominations

Watch your favorite shows with your 
new friends on our big screen TV!

*Jewish Federation Apartments does not discriminate on the basis of handicapped status in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally assisted program and activities.

Rent assisted apartments for seniors & mobility-impaired adults
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Yad B’Yad
A program of the Bureau of Jewish
Education
TEL 716-204-5380
www.yadbyad.org
Cindi Mikulik - Director
Laurie Criden - Chair

Western New York  
Synagogues and Temples

Chabad House of Buffalo (unaffiliated)
2450 North. Forest Rd,
Getzville, NY 14068
TEL 716-688-1642
www.chabadbuffalo.com

Congregation Beth Abraham 
(Conservative)
1073 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14222
www.congregationbethabraham.net

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
(Conservative)
1641 North Forest Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221
TEL 716-689-8203
office@bnaishalombuffalo.org
www.bnaishalombuffalo.org

Congregation Hesed Abraham
215 Hall Ave
Jamestown, NY  14701
Rabbi Allen Podet
TEL 716-484-1800

Congregation Shir Shalom  
(Reform/ Reconstructionist)
4660 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY  14221
TEL 716-633-8877
Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein
Cantor Arlene Frank
Joanne Marquisee - Executive Director
Todd Sugarman - President
www.shirshalombuffalo.org

Congregation Havurah
6320 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221
Bernard Schenkler, President
Annette Pinder, Membership Chair
TEL 716-689-2256
www.congregationhavurah.org
info@congregationhavurah.org

Kehillat Ohr Tzion (Modern Orthodox)
879 Hopkins Rd 
Williamsville, NY 14221
Jeff Schapiro - President
jeffs@verizon.net
http://ohrtzion.org/kot

Knesset Center (Orthodox)
500 Starin Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14214
TEL 716-832-5063
Rabbi Shmaryahu Charitonow
www.chabad.org

Saranac Synagogue  
(Orthodox)
President - Shmuel Rashkin 
Vice President - Reuven Alt
Gabbai David Kunkel
85 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo New York 14216
TEL 716 876 1284
www.SaranacSynagogue.org

Temple Beth Tzedek  
(Conservative)
621 Getzville Road
Amherst, NY  14226
Rabbi Perry Netter
Cantor Mark Spindler
Lisa Wallenfels - President
TEL 716- 838-3232
www.btzbuffalo.org

Temple Beth Zion  
(Reform)
Sanctuary: 805 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14209  
Religious School and Offices:  
700 Sweet Home Road
Amherst, NY 14226
Rabbi Jonathan Freirich
Rabbi Adam Scheldt
Cantor Penny Myers
Amy Schaefer - Temple Administrator
miriam treger honig - President
TEL 716-836-6565
www.tbz.org 

Temple Beth El  
(Reform)
720 Ashland Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY  14301
Rabbi Ellen Franke
Cantorial Soloist Barry Rose
William Bell - President
TEL 716-282-2717
www.niagarafallstemple.com

Temple Emanu-El  
(Reform)
124 Bank Street
Batavia, NY 14020
TEL 585-343-7027
Stan Schumann -  President

The Family Shul  
(Unaffiliated)
757 Hopkins Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Heschel Greenberg
Rabbi Laizer Labkovski
716-639-7600  

Young Israel of Greater Buffalo 
(Orthodox)
105 Maple Road
Williamsville, NY  14221
Rabbi Eliezar Marcus
Richard G. Berger- President
TEL 716-634-0212
www.yibuffalo.org 

A G E N C I E S

Due to postal regulations, the Jewish Journal of Western New York will 
no longer be forwarded to “temporary change” addresses.   If you plan to 
be away from your permanent address and will have your first class mail 

forwarded to your temporary address and would like to continue to receive 
the Jewish Journal over the winter or the summer, please call Nadine Ryback 

at 716-204-2248 to give us your “temporary” address.   Thank you!  

Attention Snowbirds!
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9160 Transit Road, East Amherst • 636-1803

Grover’s, formerly Grover Cleveland’s hunting lodge, 
is famous for its tasty, behemoth burgers. Especially 

hungry guests can order the “Bruiser”—an oversized 
certified Angus ground beef patty with Cajun spice, sautéed 

onions, and crumbled blue cheese on a buttered roll. BAR & GRILL

GROVER’S

Voted Buffalo’s BEST Burger 3 Years Running!

Ice Cream Custard • WOW COW • Frozen Yogurt
Homemade Ice Cream Cakes • Gluten Free Cones

With Purchase of One Regular Combo Meal. 
With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10/30/17

ICE CREAM CAKES 
for any occasion

Pautler’s for Lunch: Salads • Burgers • Hot Dogs
                             Fresh Beef on Weck & More!

Pautler’s Drive-In
6343 Transit Road  Near Casey • East Amherst

636-1690
Open 7 Days a Week at 11am

FREE REG. CUSTARD 
ICE CREAM CONE

The traveling food truck is available upon request
for local sporting events, football games, local festivals, 

various fundraisers or private functions.
CALL (716) 283-1232

8500 Niagara Falls Blvd

(716) 297-1641
3024 Pine Avenue

(716) 285-0410
621 10th Street

(Inside NFMMC)

2720 Military Rd.

(716) 297-3947
Fashion Outlets of NF NY

(1900 Military Rd.)
Coming Spring 2017
4700 Military Rd. @ Rt. 31

2248 Niagara Road

(716) 731-5346
2970 Saunders Settlement Rd.

(716) 731-5151

                        Great Dates Still Available - Now thru July 16
$46 to $56

Evening show arrival 6pm - Show Time 7:30pm
Matinée Show arrival 1pm - Show Time 2:30pm

Call 395-3207 for Reservations
204 Como Park Blvd., Cheektowaga, NY

at BOBBY  J’S

Desiderio’s
Dinner Theater
presents...
NEIL SIMON’S Comedy Drama

“PROPOSALS”
Directed by JAY DESIDERIO
A nostalgic memory play which looks back on the events of a summer in the 1950’s, 
when nine people unexpectedly converged on a family’s tranquil cottage. Their peace 
and solitude soon diminishes as each character sorts out their tangled lives and loves.

Open 7 Days
Lunch & Dinner

Mon-� ur 11am-10pm
Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

6011 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221
716.633.8432 | 716.633.8517

www.eaglehouseonline.com

Party Rooms 
Available for 
6-60 guests

Unique 
Gatherings 
in Historic 

Setting
Brunch, Lunch, 

Dinner, Cocktails

Open 7 Days



July 2017 | www.jfedbflo.com   21

Dining Guide

Specializing in Mediterranean Cuisine
Vegetarian Menu • Award Winning Homemade Soups!

Call Us to Cater Your Next Event                
Drop Off Catering & Free Delivery....Downtown Only

2 Locations
111 Genesee St, Ste 103

Buffalo
436.2084

8071/2                       Millersport Hwy
Amherst
446.9715

NataliesEatery.com5526 Main Street • Williamsville • Muscarellaspizzeria.com
716-204-9020

WE DELIVER 
within 3 miles • $3.00 Additional Charge
Open 7 Days a Week 11am – 10pm

Family Owned & Operated

$200 Off
ANY LARGE PIZZA

Expires 9/30/17

716.626.9333
5507 Main St., Williamsville 14221 | www.glenparktavern.com

  Established

1887

An Original 1887 
American Tavern

Tavern Faves and Comfort Food
Soup and Salad
Carving Station

Burgers and Sandwiches
Steaks and Seafood

Featuring
ALL NEW DAY MENU

$10 OFF DINNER
Dine-In Only

 On orders of $40 or more.
Excludes Tax & Tip • Expires 7/31/17

Must present coupon.
Not valid with other offers

www.mytomatopie.com

We Look Forward to Seeing You!
(In Tops Plaza)  3035 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst      838.0969

$5 OFF LUNCH
Dine-In Only

 On orders of $20 or more.
Excludes Tax & Tip • Expires 7/31/17

Must present coupon.
Not valid with other offers

$10 OFF DINNER

www.mytomatopie.com

$5 OFF LUNCH
Dine-In Only

Buffalo’s Steakhouse 
Since 1969

3999 Maple Rd, Amherst 
Corner of Maple & N. Bailey 

(near Blvd. Mall)

www.scotchnsirloinrestaurant.net

Your Place for Fine 
Food, Drinks & Sports

837-4900

Open for Lunch!
Serving Monday-Friday

11:30am-3pm

Buy One Lunch Entrée, 
Get a Second Free!

(Up to $10 Value)
Not valid with other offers or 
Simply Certificates. Valid on 

lunch only. Expires 7/31/17

$1500 Off
Buy One Dinner Entrée at 

Regular Price and Get Up to 
$15 OFF with the Purchase 
of  a 2nd Dinner Entrée of  

Equal of  Lesser Value
Not valid with other offers or 
Simply Certificates. Valid on 
dinner only. Expires 7/31/17
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David Safir:  
Coaching Teens for 

Maccabi Games 
Ten local teenagers are preparing 

for an athletic competition August 
6th-11th in Albany in which everyone 
goes home a winner. The Jewish 
Community Center Maccabi Games 
revolve around team and individual 
contests, but focus even more on tikkun 
olam (repairing the world), a general 
emphasis on health and fitness and 
the richness of a communal Jewish 
experience.

“They feel like they’re part of 
something larger than themselves,” said 
Patricia Simonson, Associate Executive 
Director of the Greater Buffalo JCC and 
coordinator of the local Maccabi effort. 
“It’s a great, well-rounded experience 
for them.”

This year’s local contingent includes 
swimmers Nikita Andriyets, Ben 
Chukhanenko, John Gorgush, Isabella 
Rubin and Emma Wexler, along with 
golfer Gabe Schulefand. The local 
basketball team includes Jacob 
Adelman, Ethan Neu, Gilad Symons, 
Zachary Goodman and three players 
from Rochester.

In addition to the sports events, there 
will be an elaborate opening ceremony, 
opportunities for the Jewish teens to 
meet young people from other cities 
and countries, and a day dedicated 
to preparing and delivering meals for 
needy families in and around Albany.

Buffalo-area teams participated 
previously in San Antonio, southern 
California, Stamford, Connecticut and 
other host cities, said David Safir, coach 
of the local basketball squad. Safir, 
a life-long member of Congregation 
Shir Shalom, agreed to tackle that 
responsibility at the urging of his son 
Jonathan in 2006. “When your kid asks 
you to do something, you find a way to 
make it happen,” Safir said. “It’s a way 
of giving back.” Jonathan went on to 
play basketball at Vassar College, and is 
now Director of Basketball Operations 
at Columbia University. At the same 
time, players lacking basic basketball 
skills are just as welcome to take part. 
“They come out and they play,” David 
Safir said. “It’s wide open. It’s about the 
experience.””

Celebrate SHABBAT  
with SHIR SHALOM!

Join Congregation Shir Shalom for our first outdoor 
service under the tent on Friday, July 7th! 

•  Erev Shabbat Service at 6:00pm outdoors, weather permitting.

•  Kickoff Summer BBQ at 7:00pm. Please bring a parve side dish 
or salad to share. RSVP to the Temple Office at 633.8877 by 
July 5th.

•  Celebrate our 5 year anniversary as Congregation Shir Shalom!

•  Join us as we honor Alexa Zappia and Rocks of Unity in the 
Cantor Susan Wehle Memorial Garden.

•  An Oneg Shabbat will follow the BBQ and is sponsored by Shari 
Jo Reich and Sheryl Duquette in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Lillian Duquette.

COME AND CELEBRATE SHABBAT WITH US!!!

Gary Bluestein: 
Feeding The Hungry
Shortly after joining the board of the 

Food Bank of Western New York, Gary 
Bluestein decided to organize a community 
walk to raise funds for the needy.  Food 
Bank officials welcomed his initiative and 
said they would be pleased if the event 
raised $1,500. Instead, it netted $36,000 
and quickly became a key element in the 
group’s effort to feed the needy.

In nine years, the Walk Off Hunger and 
Summerfest has raised a total of nearly 
$600,000 and provided about 2.9 million 
meals to needy persons through 41 agencies 
across Western New York.  Bluestein, who 
has been chair or co-chair of each of the 
walks, said he expects this year’s program 
-- scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
July 29th -- to provide another $100,000, the 
largest one-year total ever.

A long-time member of Congregation Shir 
Shalom and a member of the Temple’s Board 
of Trustees, Bluestein said his idea took off 
because of strong support from individuals, 
businesses and houses of worship.  “I enjoy 
fundraising, and I wanted to do it for an 
organization that means a lot to me,” said 
Bluestein, an attorney who represents 
clients with tax difficulties. “I’d rather tackle 
something significant, and make a difference, 
than just be a board member.”

The event was initially sponsored and 
held at Temple Beth Am -- now Shir Shalom 
-- but was later moved to Island Park in 
Williamsville  and	 co-sponsored	 by	 Calvary	
Episcopal Church. The two-mile walk is 
followed by musical entertainment, children’s 
activities, food and raffles.  Bluestein said 
Shir Shalom Rabbi Alexander Lazarus-Klein 
and Shir Shalom leaders Todd Sugarman, 
Ralph Kushner and Bruce Corris were 
especially instrumental in the program’s 
growth.

Rabbi Lazarus-Klein said it is “inspiring” 
to see the commitment and spirit of the 
participants. “Feeding the hungry is not only 
a basic Jewish value, but also a basic human 
value,” he said. “Gary has not only helped 
stem hunger in this area, but he has created 
community. Kol HaKavod (all the honor) 
to Gary and all that he has been able to 
accomplish in this area.”

More information about the Walk and about 
the Food Bank of WNY is available at www.
foodbankwny.org. 

CO-HOSTED BY 
CONGREGATION SHIR SHALOM

GOLD SPONSOR - BUFFALO JEWISH FEDERATION

Shir Shalom Spotlight 
By Peter Simon 
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Rabbi Perry Netter honored by  
Beth Tzedek, Shabbat, July 29

TISHA B’AV – THE NINTH OF AV

Movie Night, No Popcorn
Monday, July 31, 7 PM

Sisterhood Chapel, 805 Delaware Ave.
The Ninth of Av is the worst day on the Jewish Calendar: the day on which both 

ancient Temples in Jerusalem were destroyed, the opening of the First Crusade, and 
the day on which the Spanish Expulsion began.

Jews traditionally commemorate this day with fasting and reading of 
Lamentations. Contemporary Reform Jews seldom take note of this mid-summer 
holy day. This year we gather to reflect on the past, and see how we might learn 
from our experiences of difficulty to make a better future.

Please join Rabbi Jonathan to view and then discuss “The Gatekeepers”, a 
profound reflection on the consequences of right and wrong as Israeli counter-
intelligence services attempt to combat terrorism.

No refreshments will be served in honor of the fasting of the Ninth of Av.

On July 29, 2017 during Shabbat morning 
services, Beth Tzedek will be honoring 
Rabbi Perry Netter on his final Shabbat 
as our rabbi and spiritual leader of the 
highest caliber, as he retires and makes 
Aliyah to live in Zicharon Yaakov, Israel, 
with his wife, Safi, and children, Nadav and 
Sivan.  Rabbi Netter has touched so many 
people with his passion for Torah and 
Israel, his compassion, warmth and humor, 
his magnificent sermons and teachings, 

and his pastoral skills. There will be a 
special Kiddush sponsored by the Board 
of Directors in gratitude and appreciation 
for his visionary dedication to Temple Beth 
Tzedek and the Buffalo Jewish community. 
We will be wishing Rabbi Netter and 
his beloved family a rich and full life of 
health and well-being in Eretz Y’Israel, 
with the hope of seeing them again soon 
— Lehitraot!

USY Seniors

Molly Brownstein, Ben Geist, Leah Kramer, Ben Wolfson and Jared Wallenfels at a recent USY event.
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Regular opportunities to dine and discuss. Talmud Lunches, Jolt of Judaism, and our exciting 
Torah Study on Shabbat mornings.

Deli Judaism
Tuesdays, July 25, August 29
Noon – 1:00 PM
Joe’s Deli, 534 Elmwood Ave.
What does Judaism say about…?
We start with Torah and Talmud and we end 
up in the Big Bang and Evolution?
Could happen! Have an opinion – bring it! 
No prerequisites – everyone welcome.
Materials provided. No host lunch.

Torah Study
Saturday mornings
9:15 – 10:15 AM
Temple Beth Zion, 805 Delaware Ave.
TBZ’s clergy delve into the week’s reading 
from Torah, the Five Books of Moses. Learned 
and open-ended, join this group and discuss 
how our ancient texts still bring meaning 
to our Twenty-First Century lives. Coffee 
provided.

Looking for something that’s not here? 
Let us know by e-mailing Rabbi Jonathan 
(rabbifreirich@tbz.org.)

Spirited Jewish Chats with TBZ

Jolt of Judaism
Thursdays, July 13, August 17
Noon – 1 PM
The SPoT, 1406 Hertel Ave.
Have a burning Jewish question and a mid-
day need for caffeine?
Join the Jolt of Judaism and discuss any and 
all topics from a Jewish perspective over 
wake-up beverages and light lunches. Rabbi 
Jonathan will hold the Jolt of Judaism open 
forum on any topic you suggest, so send 
questions and topics for discussion to Rabbi 
Jonathan Freirich at rabbifreirich@tbz.org.
Open to all! No host refreshments.

Talmud Talk
Tuesdays, August 8, September 5
Noon – 1:00 PM
Milos, 5877 Main St., Williamsville
All our Judaism, especially Reform Judaism, 
starts in the Talmud. 
Everyone welcome – we are all beginners in 
the ocean of Jewish learning. 
Materials provided. No host lunch.

Temple Beth Zion  
Sisterhood Hosts  

38th Annual Merrill Molien 
Haven House Scholarship Luncheon 

Tuesday, July 18, Noon
Broder Center, 700 Sweet Home Road

Temple Beth Zion Summer Celebration
The premier social event of the summer!

Save Monday, August 14, for the Temple 
Beth Zion Summer Celebration featuring 
the 19th annual Golf Tournament and 7th 
annual Wine Tour. 

This event raises vital funds for 
education programs at TBZ. The day 
begins at Transit Valley Country Club with 
a fabulous lunch on the newly renovated 
outdoor patio. At noon, those on the Wine 
Tour board a luxury air-conditioned coach 
to tour wineries in Niagara County. Temple 
sommelier Mark Criden leads this popular 
tour.

The Golf Tournament has a 12:30 
shotgun start with 18 holes on this 
premier golf course. Our golfers love the 
“best in foursome” format that allows 

them to play their own ball. 
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres follow 

the Wine Tour and Golf Tournament. The 
event is capped off with a delicious dinner 
and rousing auctions in the country club 
dining room.

David Goldberg and Sandy Schechter 
are Chairs of this amazing and highly 
successful event. Join us for the wine 
adventure (space is limited), on the golf 
course, or just come for cocktails and 
dinner. 

If you are interested in participating and/
or being a sponsor for this event, please 
contact Julie Feldman at (716) 836-6565, 
Ext. 134.

Want to help us help Haven House? 
Here’s how:

• Join us for an interesting speaker, a delicious lunch and our fabulous basket 
auction. All proceeds to benefit an educational scholarship for victims of domestic 
violence.

• Join us and bring friends. Tables for eight may be reserved by calling Marilyn 
Schillroth at 832-4757 by July 10.

• If you would like to bring a dish or dessert for the luncheon, contact Lynn Klein 
at 689-9207 or Mary Anne Clarke at 633-9190.

• Bring an item or items from the Haven House Wish List (see below). Even if you 
are unable to attend the luncheon, we welcome donations for Haven House. Please 
bring items to the Broder Center prior to July 18.

Seating is by advance purchase reservation only and tickets are $36 for Double Chai 
Patrons, $18 for Chai Patrons or $15 for Patrons. Reservations are required by Monday, 
July 10. Please mail your check to Marilyn Schillroth, 116 Hilton Boulevard, Amherst, NY 
14226).

Haven House Wish List
New baby toys (newborn to 2 years old), slippers, hair products, conditioner, 

sunscreen, coloring books, pens, folders, sunscreen, hand soap, hand sanitizer, small 
kitchen appliances/kitchen items, gift Cards. Haven House welcomes any donations of 
new items for women and children.

“Exploring” (& More)  with PALS
Douglas Love, Director of Explore & More Children’s Museum, came to visit PALS at 

TBZ in June.  The children had fun expressing themselves through movement. Through 
their Tzedakah Fund, PALS presented Mr. Love with a check for $360 for the new museum.  their Tzedakah Fund, PALS presented Mr. Love with a check for $360 for the new museum.  



S Y N A G O G U E S

July 2017| www.jfedbflo.com   25

S Y N A G O G U E S

It’s been a very busy few months 
at KOT with dinners, luncheons and 
simchas. 	With	all	the	preparations	
for Passover, members of KOT 
really appreciated having Shabbat 
dinner at the shul three days 
before	the	first	seder.  	The	dinner	
was well attended as everyone 
relaxed and enjoyed each other’s 
company. 	

On April 22, KOT celebrated 
the bris of Jake Alexander Kaplan. 
Family and friends from Long 
Island and Toronto joined the 
KOT	 family	 in	 the	 celebration.  	
His parents Aaron and Jessica 
Kaplan, sponsored a delicious 
luncheon after the bris. Another 
wonderful event, a simchat bat, 
was celebrated on May 6 for 
Claire	Emma	Haccoun. 	Family	and	
friends from Chicago, Montreal 
and New York City as well as 
KOT members were overjoyed to 
welcome another new member 
to	 the	 kehillah.  	 Claire’s	 parents,	
Laurent Haccoun and Sophia 

Spring Activities at Kehillat Ohr Tzion
the ceremony enjoyed a festive meal 
together. 	In	the	evening	Lag	B’omer	was	
celebrated by KOT at a barbecue at the 
home	of	Barb	and	Mark	Chazen. 	

Dr. Zev Minkoff and Eva Lana 
Reichenberg were married at the KOT 
synagogue on May 28.

The Kehillat Ohr Tzion family 
celebrated Hannah Freundel becoming 
a bat mitzvah on June 10. 

On Sunday, July 2 at 11:30 am, KOT 
will host a going away party for our 
Rabbi Joshua Strosberg, Andrea and their 
children	Maayan	 and	Yonah.  	Although	
our congregation and the Buffalo Jewish 
community are sad to see them leave, 
we all want to wish them well in their 
exciting new endeavors where Rabbi 
Strosberg will be teaching at the Farber 
Hebrew	Day	School	in	Detroit,	Michigan. 	

The summer months will also be busy 
as KOT welcomes a new rabbi in August 
and plans for an art auction on September 
10.   For more information about KOT 
contact President Jeff Schapiro at jefrs@
verizon.net

A Wing and a Prayer
Tuesday, July 25, 7 PM

Anchor Bar, 1047 Main St.

A minister and a rabbi walk into a bar for some wings, in 
search of…a punchline? Join Rev. Lee Miller and Rabbi Jonathan 
Freirich for an informal evening of meaningful chit chat and tasty 
refreshments, along with your Temple Beth Zion friends. No formal 
collars or white shirts for these two clergy – relax! Opening topic 
for the evening: Spirituality and Action – what action in the world 
does a rich religious life demand of us? 

PALS 2017
Registration is now open  

for Summer PALS. 

Plans for the summer include weekly cooking, art projects, 
music and field trips. Six weeks of Monday/Wednesday/Friday 
camp are available for 3, 4 and 5 year olds. Tuesday/Thursday 
camp is available for children ages 18—24 months. The first week 
of Summer PALS begins July 10.

For the fall, we encourage you take advantage of our early 
registration discount. Applications received by May 31 will lock 
in current year pricing. Call Melissa Milch at (716) 836-6565 for 
complete details. 

Balderman, sponsored another 
delicious luncheon.

Another wonderful KOT simcha 
was held on May 14 as Karen and 
Joel Marks celebrated their wedding 
under the chupah accompanied by 
their handsome sons, Asher and 
Ben.  	 Rabbi	 Strosberg	 performed	
the ceremony and Andrea Strosberg 
played the violin as they were 
escorted	to	the	chupah. 	All	those	in	
attendance sang, danced and after 

Rabbi Josh Strosberg
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July 1   
Canada Day-  

Canada’s 150th birthday  
celebrated

July 4
U.S. Independence Day celebrated!  

Our country is 241 years old!

July 7 
PJ Library’s Shabbat Hop  

in the City.   
5:45pm.  Temple Beth Zion.   

Contact Mandy Weiss  
at mweiss@jfedbflo.com  

or call 716-241-4221.

July 18
TBZ Sisterhood’s Haven House  

Scholarship Luncheon.   
12:00 noon.   

Broder Building,  
700 Sweet Home Rd.  
Call 716-826-6565.  

July 25
 Buffalo Hadassah Card Party  

@ Canterbury Woods.
Contact 

 buffalohadassah@gmail.com  
or call 716-688-5260.

  July 25
 Interfaith Study with TBZ at 

 “A Wing & A Prayer.”   
7:00 pm,  Anchor Bar,  

1047 Main Street

July 29
 Special Service  

at Temple Beth Tzedek  
honoring Rabbi Netter at Shabbat 

morning services. 
 

Walk Off Hunger,  
benefitting the Food %anN oI :1<.   

10am- 2pm.  Island Park,  
Williamsville.   

Co-Sponsored by  
Congregation Shir Shalom.    

Call the Food Bank at  
716-935-6717  

for more information. 

July 31 
TBZ Movie Night  

to honor Tisha b’ Av.  
Movie - No Popcorn. 7:00 pm.   

805 Delaware Ave.   
Call 716-836-6565.  

Change the Way You See

Sara Sirkin, M.D. 
2441 Sheridan Drive 

(716) 836-8700

www.atwaleye.com

Your Complete 
Family Eye Care Center

• New Patients Always Welcome
• Routine Eye Exams for All Ages
• Laser Vision Correction
• Cataract & Glaucoma Evaluations
• Large Selection of Designer 
  Frames & Sunglasses
• Contact Lens Exams & Fittings
• We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Sara Sirkin, 
M.D.

FOR AD INFORMATION 
CALL CYNTHIA AT 972-2240

The August issue featuresAll About 
Women

coppenheimer@jewishjournalwny.com
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THE BJE WELCOMES  
SUSAN GOLDBERG SCHWARTZ

Susan Goldberg Schwartz is very 
excited to join the Bureau of Jewish 
Education as Director of Adult 
Learning.  She brings an extensive 
knowledge of and experience in the 
local Jewish Community, national 
recognition for her decades of 
work and leadership in Jewish 
Lifelong Learning, as well as a 
strong connection to Israel.  Since 
her return to Buffalo from Israel in 
the fall of 1989, Susan immersed 
herself in the Jewish community, 
teaching 3 & 4 year olds in pre-
school and Hebrew in the Religious 
School at the former Temple Beth 
Am, working summers at Camp 
Centerland, and leading music 
for Congregation Havurah. Susan 
has served as the Director of Early 
Childhood Services at the JCC – 
Holland Family Building and was 
the Executive Director of Hillel of 
Buffalo, providing cultural, spiritual, 
educational and social programs 
for Jewish university students in 
the Western New York area.  Most 
recently, Susan completed 16 years 
as the Director of Lifelong Learning 
at Temple Beth Zion, where she was 
responsible for all aspects of Jewish 
learning, from preschool, religious 
school, youth and adult learning.

Susan is passionate about 
Lifelong Jewish learning and 
practices what she teaches.  She 
has continued her personal Jewish 
learning through informal and 
formal Torah study, attendance 
at national Jewish conferences 
and participation in Jewish 
leadership training through The 

Mussar Institute.  Susan is a Mussar course 
facilitator, and serves in leadership positions 
on a number of committees at the Mussar 
Institute.

 “We are thrilled to welcome Susan to the 
BJE,” said Jill Komm, Executive Director.  “Her 
experience and passion for Jewish learning 
will enhance our programs tremendously.”

Susan is happily married to Steven 
Schwartz, mother of two adult children 
and is most proud to be grandma to Liora! 
For more information on Adult Learning 
opportunities at the Bureau of Jewish 
Education, please contact Susan at 716-204-
5380, susan@bjebuffalo.org, or visit www.
bjebuffalo.org/adulted.  

Susan Goldberg Schwartz

StraussGroup is introducing a new concept of recruiting

Full Service Staffi ng at Half the Price

www.revtalent.com   716.436.6699
CAL L  FOR  FREE  PROPOSAL
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Jewish Repertory Theatre Announces 2017/2018 Season
 The Jewish Repertory Theatre has announced its 2017/18 season. “This season we 

are looking forward to bringing back a couple of “old” friends – VISITING MR. GREEN 
and ROSE - who helped us start our JRT journey as well as SIGHT UNSEEN, which along 
with BROOKLYN BOY and COLLECTED STORIES will be the third Donald  Margulies 
play that we have produced,” says Saul Elkin, JRT Founding Artistic Director. “These 
are productions that we first presented in other Buffalo theatres before we had a home 
of our own. Revisiting these wonderful stories and characters in our own theatre space 
is an exciting venture which we are pleased to offer our audiences.”

TRAVEL WITH THE JCC…
TO THE  

CORNING MUSEUM OF GLASS Trip
At the Corning Museum of Glass, glass isn’t just for looking at or through.

At this museum, you can explore, research, touch, work with, and interact with glass.

Travel by Coach Bus Guided Tour
Time to shop!

Lunch voucher included

Wednesday, August 2, 2017
$125 / $115 JCC member discount

Bus will leave the JCC Benderson Family Building at 9:00 AM
Paid Registrations by July 21, 2017

For more information contact: Karla Wiseman at 204-2257 or kwiseman@jccbuffalo.org

VISITING MR. GREEN  
By Jeff Baron

October 19 – November 12, 
2017

In 2017 the theatre world will celebrate 
20 years of this much-loved and awarded 
play which has been produced more 
than 500 times in 46 countries and in 
23 languages. Mr. Green, an elderly, 
retired dry cleaner wanders into New 
York traffic and is almost hit by a car 
driven by Ross Gardiner, a 29-year-old 
corporate executive. The young man is 
given a community service of helping 

the recent widower once a week for six 
months. What starts as a comedy about 
two men who do not want to be in the 
same room together becomes a gripping, 
moving drama as they get to know each 
other, and open old wounds they’ve been 
hiding and nursing for years.

Directed by Steve Vaughan. Starring 
Saul Elkin and Nick Stevens.

ROSE 
By Martin Sherman

FebrXary � ȝ ��� ����

This story chronicles the life of a 
remarkable woman who traveled from 

a tiny Russian village to the Warsaw 
Ghetto, to a ship called The Exodus, and 
finally to the boardwalks of Atlantic City, 
the Arizona Canyons, and salsa-flavored 
nights in Miami Beach. ROSE, by the 
author of Bent and played by Olympia 
Dukakis at the Royal National Theatre 
in London and at New York’s Lincoln 
Center, is a vivid portrait of a feisty 
Jewish woman, and a reminder of events 
that shaped the 20th century.

Directed by Saul Elkin. Starring Tina 
Rausa.

SIGHT UNSEEN,  
%< DonaOd MargXOies

April 19 – May 13, 2018
Jonathan Waxman is a superstar 

artist, so popular that collectors will 
buy his work “sight unseen.”� Winner 
of the 1991-92 Obie Award for Best New 
American Play, SIGHT UNSEEN poses 
questions about art, money, love, and 
inspiration and the ways in which they 

are inextricably entangled. 
Directed by Saul Elkin. Starring 

Connie Caldwell, Josie DiVincenzo, 
David Lundy and Peter Palmisano.

The Jewish Repertory Theatre of 
Western New York is a program of the 
JCC of Greater Buffalo.  

All productions take place at The 
Maxine and Robert Seller Theatre, JCC 
Benderson Family Building at 2640 
North Forest Road, Amherst, NY. For 
more information on JRT, productions, 
dates and tickets, visit www.
jewishrepertorytheatre.com. Tickets 
are available at 716-6507626, through 
Showclix at 1-888-718-4253 (Monday-
Friday, 9am-9pm EST) or at either JCC 
reception desk.

JCC BOOK AND 
$R7S F(S7,9$/

1ative %XIIaOonian and %ooN Fair $Xthor Mindy 
Fried (�th IroP OeIt) and Iriends at her reading 
this spring

Gunilla Kester and Shiri Kester, a talented 
mother-daughter duo, presented poetry and 
photography at the -&& %ooN 	 $rts Fair� 
Thursday, June 1. Thank you for a memorable 
evening!

 Buffalo author Brian Castner, event sponsor 
Gabe Ferber and ,sraeOi �&anadian aXthor Matti 
FriedPan at their taON in -Xne at the %XrchfieOd 
Penney Art Center, co-presented by Just Buffalo 
Literary Center
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Larry Raines
Dale and Candace Kadish

716-580-4822
www.CaringTransitionsBuffaloNY.com

Larry Raines
Dale and Candace Kadish

716-580-4822
www.CaringTransitionsBuffaloNY.com

DOWNSIZING?
Senior Packing & Relocation Services

Caring Transitions will help:
 Organize your entire move

 Packing and unpacking services

 Estate sales

 Coordinate movers and real estate agents

 Manage cleanout of home

 Bonded and Insured

341 Franklin Street
Dinner served 

Tuesday - Saturday
Reservations: 852-4416
www.ruefranklin.com

5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE | WILLIAMSVILLE | 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

Let your summer 
smile sparkle!smile sparkle!smile sparkle!smile sparkle!smile sparkle!smile sparkle!

New Patient Special: Exam & x-ray with new patient cleaning
(Value $133)

5462 SHERIDAN DRIVE  WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM 716.831.8018 | WWW.ALTMANDENTAL.COM

New Patient Special: Exam & x-ray with new patient cleaningNew Patient Special: Exam & x-ray with new patient cleaningNew Patient Special: Exam & x-ray with new patient cleaning

Let your summer 

7H( ���� %8FF$/2 
JCC MACCABI TEAM

By Patricia Simonson, 
Buffalo Delegation head

The Buffalo JCC is pleased to announce 
that it will be sending a delegation of 16 
athletes to the 2017 JCC Maccabi Games in 
Albany, NY, August 6 to 11th. This summer 
the JCC of Greater Buffalo will return after 
a ten year hiatus. Patty Simonson, Buffalo 
Maccabi Delegation head has taken teams 
to the Games over the last 22 years. In the 
past teams have traveled to Dallas, Orange 
County California, Rochester, Miami, New 
York, Connecticut, New Jersey, West Palm 
Beach and Detroit. This year Buffalo will 
be taking a team of 16 student athletes 
including: 10 Basketball players coached by 
David Safir, 5 Swimmers coached by Inna 
Goldfarb and Julie Kingsley and 1 Golfer 
coached by Randy Simonson to compete in 
the Games. Teams from all over the United 
States, Canada, Great Britain, Australia, 
Mexico and Israel will compete. We are 
excited about participating and hope that 
we will bring home some “bronze”, “silver” 
or “gold”. 

The JCC Maccabi Games kicked off 
in 1982. This athletic event offers the 
opportunity to compete with Jewish teens 
from all over the United States including 
International teams from Israel, Mexico, 
Great Britain, Canada, and Australia to 
name a few. The Games were designed to 
provide Jewish youth with a supportive 
environment that fosters mutual respect 
and sportsmanship, where they can interact 
in an atmosphere of fun, democracy, and 
peace and cultivate a deeper understanding 
and instill an appreciation of Jewish 
values. It fosters Jewish youth to enrich 
their identity in an informal setting, and 
encourage their identification with the 
state of Israel; promote and encourage 
the health, physical fitness and well-being 
of Jewish youth through participation in 
recreational and athletic activities; and 
introduce Jewish youth to the international 
Maccabi Movement.  

Participation is open to Jewish teens 
13 to 16 years old. The cost to participate 
is approximately$1500. Buffalo will be 
recruiting teens for the 2018 delegation 
in the following sports: Boys Basketball, 
Swimming, and golf. If you would like 
more information please contact Patricia 
Simonson, Buffalo Delegation Head 
at (716) 204-2073 or pattysimonson@
jccbuffalo.org. In addition please visit 
www.jccmaccabi.jcca.org to get more info 
and to see a video about the Games.
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By Eileen M. Angelini, Ph.D.
Member of the Board of Directors of the HRC

More than 100 students, parents, teachers and community members attended the 
2017 Arts and Writing Contest Ceremony June 1 held at Congregation Shir Shalom.  
The theme of the annual event, sponsored by the Holocaust Resource Center (HRC), 
the Renée and Boris Joffe Foundation, and the Mary Deane Freeland Foundation, was 
“Getting at the Truth.”  WNY students in grades 7 through 12 were given the two 
following prompts to inspire them in their writing and artistic endeavors: “What do 
YOU know of the roles of Victim, Perpetrator, and Bystander during the Holocaust and 
other Genocides?  How will YOU, with a fuller understanding of the Holocaust and 
other Genocides, help to stop such events today?”

2017 Arts and Writing Contest Awards Presentation

To begin the evening, I had the 
honor of conducting a brief Q&A with 
Holocaust Survivors and members of the 
HRC Speakers Bureau Renée Joffe and 
Stephan Lewy.  I first asked them about 
a defining moment in their survival or 
during the war; Renée spoke of the 
good smuggler who had helped her 
mother, her sister, and her cross over 
Nazi-Occupied France’s demarcation 
line from the Occupied Zone to the Free 
Zone to reach safety.  Stephan spoke 
of how one year after finally arriving 
in the U.S. at the age of 17, he served 
in the U.S. Army.  While serving in the 
U.S. Army, he was part of the division 
that liberated Auschwitz where Nobel 
Laureate and human rights advocate Eli 
Wiesel was held.  A poignant memory 
for Stephan was when a female survivor 
called out to the U.S. servicemen to 
ensure that they knew which Nazi had 
conducted medical experiments on the 
concentration camp internees.  After 
the awards were distributed, Stephan 
and I never made it to the reception as 
students and family members came over 
to ask individual questions.  Meanwhile, 
Renée was busy answering questions 
during the reception.  It was clear that 
for many students, it was their first 
experience in speaking with a Holocaust 
Survivor and they were deeply impacted.

After the Q&A with Renée and 
Stephan, Eve Everette, Vice President of 
Education, presented the Toby Ticktin-
Back Educator Award to Megan Wright, 
English Teacher at Alexander Middle-
High School.  In her acceptance speech, 
Megan explained that after taking a 
graduate-level class titled Literature 
of the Holocaust, she was inspired to 
develop and implement two new courses 
within the Alexander School District: 
“This one class deeply impacted my 
life, and I wanted the opportunity to 
share what I learned with the students 
so perhaps they could develop a similar 

respect for the Holocaust and World War 
II.”

Boris and Renée Joffe Award Winners 
for Art were Norinne Truskinovsky, 
Makenna Poissant, Isabella Conde, 
Irisa Drake, Hannah Maxick, Madeline 
Catalano, Alexandra Lint, Michaela 
Reimers, HanLin Wu, and Katherine 

Mills.  The Mary Deane Freeland Award 
for Best of Show for Art went to Hannah 
Maxick, 10th Grade, Williamsville North 
High School.

Boris and Renée Joffe Award Winners 
for Writing were Caleb Senick, Sarah 
Beckage, Hannah Miller, Jessica Avila-
Shah, Sarah Chan, Matthew Kozinski, 

Bryan Renzoni, Hannah Johnston, Hailey 
Cullen, Maddie Diodate, Carly Burgio, 
and Megan Lanphere. The Mary Deane 
Freeland Award for Best of Show for 
Writing went to Hannah Johnston, 10th 
Grade, Mount Saint Mary Academy.

Robert FreeOand and 3ieter :einreib� president Roberta Handel and Pieter Weinreib

Deborah Goldman accepts an award from Pieter Weinreib HRC Director Mara Koven-Gelman and Pieter Weinreib Rachel Kranitz McPhee

Sophia Veffer and Stephan Lewy with Eileen Angelini Stephan Lewy Robert Freeland and Renee’ Joffe

Student art award winners Student Writing Award Winners Sophia Veffer and friends



32   www.jfedbflo.com | July 2017

A G E N C I E S

H$D$SS$H 2FF(RS &/$SS 
ON MEMOIR WRITING

By Suzanne Chamberlain

The 2017 summer seminar “Emmanuel Levinas on Morality, Justice, and the 
Political” is the fifth in a series presented by Professor Richard A. Cohen of UB’s  
Department of Jewish Thought, but the first funded by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH).

and university faculty from across 
the country — come from diverse 
disciplines, including philosophy, 
English, psychology, religion and legal 
studies. They will spend an intense 
week in Buffalo July 17–21 involved in 
learning and discussion, or as Cohen 
notes, “renewing the essence of learning 
and education.”

The Levinas summer seminars frame 
all conversations around the thinking 
of Emmanuel Levinas (1906-95), 
recognized as one of the most original 
and important philosophers of the 20th 
century. But each year the location of the 
seminar is considered when choosing 

UB receives prestigious NEH grant to support 
educators’ summer seminar

the particular topic.
The first seminar in 

Vilnius, Lithuania, looked at 
the origin of responsibility, 
which lies at the core of 
Levinas’s thought. The 
next, in Buffalo, focused 
on the primacy of ethics in 
philosophy. Since Levinas is a 
comprehensive philosopher, 
Cohen says, the 2015 seminar 
in Rome, Italy, examined 
Eros/love. Last year’s seminar 
in Berkeley, California, 
addressed the concept of free 
speech and the difficulty of 
real freedom.

Cohen, a leading expert on 

Levinas, is eager for this year’s seminar because the 
topic dovetails with his research into how politics can 
be ethical. He says he appreciates the opportunity to 
reframe the relationships between morality, justice 
and the political. Cohen notes that to think about 
ethics is not a fad, but rather draws from thousands 
of years, providing a profound, yet relevant way 
to consider “the most important questions in the 
deepest way.”

Why hold these seminars? “On ethics? So we can 
better be kind to one another and know better how to 
create a just world,” says Cohen, who admits to being 
an unabashed idealist. He adds that while Levinas is 
not easy, his thinking is humanist and applies to all 
who want to be broadly educated.

NEH officials say that by supporting the humanities 
and educators across the country in various activities, 
including original research and discourse leading to 
new intellectual insights, their grants “strengthen 
the nation’s cultural fabric and identity.”

Cohen serves as director of the Levinas Philosophy 
Summer Seminars. James McLachlan, professor 
of philosophy and religion at Western Carolina 
University, North Carolina, assists with the seminars, 
as does Jolanta Saldukaityte, who teaches philosophy 
at the Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences 
and the Vilnius Gediminas Technical University.

From UB Now- June 7, 2017

“I’m honored and happy to receive 
this grant,” says Cohen, former director 
of the Institute of Jewish Thought 
and Heritage, and first chair of the 
Department of Jewish Thought in UB’s 
College of Arts and Sciences.

Cohen believes the success of the 
first four Levinas Philosophy Summer 
Seminars and a change in the NEH 
funding process to include one-week 
programs helped UB win the prestigious 
grant. The $70,000 award covers free 
tuition and stipends for the 16 NEH 
Summer Scholars taking part in the 
seminar.

Seminar participants — college 

Emeritus Professor of English at UB Dr. Howard Wolf, author of the forthcoming 
play – Home at the End of the Day (Prestige Books International) – will offer a course 
on memoir writing in which “travel experience” will serve as the blueprint for 
constructing one’s “story” and forming a coherent image of the larger world.  The 
important “sites” of life, organized in chronological order, will provide a convenient 
time-line for this life-writing and will yield insight. This type of writing might be 
called “Memoir as Travel-Log.”  Dr. Wolf has published a collection of travel essays  
– Far-Away Places: Lessons in Exile (Tel Aviv and New York), that can be read as an 
autobiography. Dr. Wolf’s new play will be part of JCC Book Fair in 2018.

 The course, sponsored by Buffalo Hadassah, will begin September 12, 2017, 
Tuesday, 1:00-3:00, at JCC Getzville, and run for ten weeks.  The cost is $75, payable 
to Buffalo Hadassah.  Please call Susan Bergman, 716-688-7581, to enroll or for 
further information.

Dr. Richard Cohen
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HADASSAH SUMMER  
HAPPENINGS

The Buffalo Hadassah Program Committee meets regularly to plan interesting, fun, 
and educational programs throughout the year. There has been a variety of programs 
every month during the spring and summer.  In May a group of Hadassah member 
toured the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site and then walked to the Lenox Grill 
for lunch. Rhonda Wise, Program Co-chair planned this program. The June program 
featured Kimberly Fenter, a certified health and nutrition coach. Fenter shared many 
practical ideas for living a more healthy life style.  The program was planned and 
hosted by Sherri Davis at her lovely East Amherst home.  

On July 25, Hadassah will hold its annual card party and luncheon at Canterbury 
Woods Retirement Home, and on August 22 there will be a mini fundraiser purse 
party held at Amberleigh Retirement Community.  Mickey Savit planned both of 
these programs. Contact buffalohadassah@gmail.com for more information or to 
make reservations. 

Buffalo Hadassah sends money throughout the year to Hadassah International, 
which through the Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO), provides medical care to 
over a million patients a year regardless of race, religion or nationality in Israel and 
around the world. 

Mental and emotional health conditions affect all of society, including 
the Jewish the community.  Jewish Family Services and other community 
volunteers are joining the coalition to destigmatize mental illness and raise 
awareness. Please join us for an important women’s event:

State Of Mind: 
A Jewish Women’s Journey  

with Mental Health 
August 17th, 7:30pm

at the home of Cantor Penny Myers
Kosher refreshments

Suggested donation: $10

Rebbetzin Shana Rosenfeld will talk about her personal experience 
navigating anxiety and depression. She will share strategies to support, 
educate, and empower others to end mental health stigma. The Rebbetzin will 
expound on how she has drawn strength from Jewish teaching and practice. 
Mrs. Rosenfeld will share the lessons and truths she has discovered during her 
own struggles and triumphs with mental illness.

Mrs. Shana Rosenfeld is the executive director of the McMaster University 
Jewish Student Center in Hamilton, Ontario. She is a mother and Jewish 
educator. Mrs. Rosenberg is certified in Mental Health First Aid.  For more 
info and to RSVP please email stateofmindrsvp@gmail.com
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Kadimah Dinner Honors Avy Sterman
Kadimah Academy honored Avy Sterman at 

its annual dinner June 12 at Acqua Restaurant.  
Several hundred people turned out to thank 
Avy, show their support for the school, and hear 
speaker and new Buffalo developer Douglas 
Jemal.
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By Cindi Mikulik, 

Yad B’Yad Director

On Sunday morning, May 9, friends and 
family gathered at Park Country Club for 
Yad B’Yad’s 5th Annual Fashion Show.  The 
models began arriving early to prepare. 
They were a perfect mix of Yad B’Yad 
participants, Hebrew High students, and UB 
Hillel members. Beautiful formal dresses 
from TT New York were modeled by the 
women while their male partners sported 
Tuxedo Junction tuxes in a variety of colors 
and styles.  There was a lot of pre-show 
excitement and some jitters.  But, when it 
came time for each pair of models to walk 
down the “runway” they were all smiles and 
the guests loved them.

Against a backdrop of the stone walls 
and wood beams of a century old country 
club, guests “schmoozed”, enjoyed a gift 
card wall and basket raffle, and sat down 
to a delicious brunch. The program opened 
with remarks from Yad B’Yad Committee 
chair- Laurie Criden. She was followed by 
WIVB news anchor Marissa Perlman, who 
emceed the program, introducing each pair 
of models and describing the details of their 
outfits.

Guests thoroughly enjoyed the couples 
as they strolled down the walkway and 
were treated to a promenade of all of the 
models at the end. There were non-stop 
smiles and, despite the gloomy, grey day, 
sunshine abounded inside the club. Due to 
lots of hard work by many, many people, 
the program was a wonderful success. 
Excitement ran high, and there is already 
talk about next year. 

Now that the fashion show is over and 
summer approaches, Yad B’Yad is preparing 
for many, fun, engaging programs for 
its participants. The meetings that have 
been held indoors all winter will venture 
outside. New participants will be welcomed, 
friendships will grow, and the connection 
with the Jewish community will get stronger.

If you know of anyone who will benefit 
from Yad B’Yad programs, please don’t 
hesitate to have them contact us. Yad 
B’Yad is a program of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education that provides outreach, 
advocacy and program support to assist 
people with disabilities in achieving full 
participation in Jewish life in Western New 
York. To join us in our programming, or 
to volunteer, please visit our website at 
www.yadbyad.org, find us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/yadbyadbuffalo, or 
contact Cindi Mikulik at 716-204-5380 or 
yadbyad@bjebuffalo.org. We look forward 
to having you!

Abby Block and Cody Redding

Amanda Michaels and Logan Woodard

$rieOOa <onaty and 
David Rosenhoch

Brianna Schmidt and Noah 
Block

Emma Isenberg and Stephen Ballow

Hannah Maxick and Eric Lehrman

Leah Silkes and Seth Blum

Madeleine Weinmann and Drew Boehnlein

Sarah Doueck and Michael 
Sanders

Taylor McLanahan and Ben Balderman Marissa Perlman was the 
emcee

All the models in the show

 /aXrie &riden� &hair oI <ad %’<ad  Sisters Sue Carrel and Bette Davidson Ethel Melzer with JimmyLee and Ashley Steinfeld
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Committee Members Leah Blum and Nikki 
Boehnlein Committee Member Valerie Rosenhoch

 Sharon Kostiner

Mitch and Linda Steinhorn  .iP <onaty and -Xdy %abat
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The core message at the 153rd annual 
meeting of Jewish Family Service 
of Buffalo & Erie County was:  “We 
can’t do it alone, and we are better 
together.” Peter Fleischmann, CEO of the 
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, 
was honored with the Abram and Ruth 
E. Pugash Family Fund Award; and 
Deaf Access Services received the 2017 
Community Partnership Award at the 
May 16 gathering at Temple Beth Zion. 

In accepting his award, Fleischmann 
credited his wife Ilene Fleischmann, a 
past JFS board member and recipient 
of the 2016 Pugash honor, for helping 
him fully understand the scope of JFS 
service to the community. “I now have 

a deeper understanding of the mission 
of this agency and the work it does, 
and the very deep connection between 
the work of the agency and the most 
fundamental core values of the Jewish 
people,” Fleischmann said.  

Blaine S. Schwartz, Esq., JFS board 
chair, reported that despite the funding 
strain resulting from a sharp reduction 
in the number of refugees the agency 
will be allowed to resettle this year, the 
JFS will continue to be a leader in the 
provision of social services to everyone 
in need.  “To do that we are going to need 
your help… as volunteers, supporters 
and people who, frankly, just go out and 
talk about JFS,” he told the nearly 40 

board members, staff, supporters and 
friends in attendance. 

Schwartz lauded staff for work that 
has led to national recognition of the 
JFS Deaf Refugee program, and said 
he was proud of the agency’s refugee 
resettlement services, which include the 
Western New York Center for Survivors 
of Torture.  He also credited JFS president 
and CEO Marlene Schillinger and the 
JFS mental health staff for successfully 
steering the agency through a “minefield 
of changes” related to the delivery of 
mental health services.  

JFS is has been a New York State-
licensed psychiatric clinic for many 
years.  The agency also is a founding 

cornerstone of the Erie County Anti-
Stigma Coalition and is at the forefront 
of the recently launched “Join the 
Conversation” campaign.  “Join the 
Conversation” (www.letstalkstigma.
org) is a comprehensive regional 
communications initiative to reduce 
the stigma that still surrounds mental 
illness and prevents people from getting 
help they need. 

Among other institutional 
advancements, Schwartz also reported 
that Jewish Family Service of Buffalo & 
Erie County currently is: 

Working with Shaun Benderson 
and the Benderson family; Peter 
Fleischmann and the Foundation for 

-ewish FaPiOy Service board PePbers and Iriends (O. to r):  Seated Front Row: (/ to R) MarOene 
SchiOOinger� =abrina Reich� .aren Greenspan� &arri MiOch.  Standing (/ to R) 3eter SiOverPan� %Oaine 
Schwartz� 3aXO MichaeOs� 1ancy 1athan� RXth :isePan SpivaN� -XOiana 7eibeO� ,Oene FOeischPann� 
Robert 3ortin� 1iNNi %aOsoP� 3eter FOeischPann� Rabbi /aizer /abNovsNi

Deaf Access Services 
(O. to r.):  %Oaine S. Schwartz� -FS %oard &hair� $ndrea RXsseOO� D$S &oPPXnity Services 1avigator� 
3atty 7adaN� D$S %oard Secretary� MarOene $. SchiOOinger� -FS 3resident � &(2�  3etra SaXnders� D$S 
Director oI &oPPXnity Services� 3aP .efi� D$S ([ecXtive Director and D$S Director oI ,nterpreting 
Services Nelson Gannon.
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CAN ACCOMMODATE PARTIES
UP TO 75 PEOPLE

MTK PRIME AT THE WYNDHAM GARDEN BUFFALO
5195 MAIN STREET, WILLIAMSVILLE

716.428.3957

OFFERING 

CLASSIC AMERICAN

USDA PRIME AGED STEAKS,

FRESH SEAFOOD,

CLASSIC COCKTAILS

AND A

VIBRANT HAPPY HOUR

U P S C A L E
CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN STEAKHOUSE

5820 Main Street, Suite 311  |  Caldwell Building  |  Williamsville, NY 14221
P- 716.204.1297  |  F- 716.204.2260

jeweler@barbaraoliverandco.com

Barbara L. Oliver 
Graduate Gemologist - GIA

“A Trusted Jeweler is Worth Her Weight in Gold.”

A Shopping Experience Like No Other

A G E N C I E S

Jewish Philanthropies to redesign and 
raise funds for major renovations to its 
offices on the top floor of Temple Beth 
Zion.

Inviting the former executive director 
of the Sarasota Jewish Family Service, 
thanks to the assistance of Shaun 
Benderson, to consult with JFS on its 
operations and to help develop strategies 
to provide enhanced services. 

Peter Fleishmann and JFS President Blaine Schwartz

New board members Ellen Sterman, 
MD., Peter Silverman, Ana Stearns, MD 
and Ruth Wiseman Spivak were installed 
at the meeting: Retuning directors 
include Jonathan A. Dandes, Zabrina 
V. Reich, Esq. and David A. Schlein.   
Rotating off the JFS board:  Lisa Kovel, 
Paul J. Michaels, Nancy Nathan and Julie 
Dressler Weinberg, LCSW-R.  

Schillinger said in her remarks that 
compassion, respect and dignity guide 
every action at JFS. 

“We believe that the only thing 
that matters as much as what we do is 
the spirit in which we do it,” she said, 
thanking honorees, board members, 
staff, donors and supporters.  

“We believe in community.  We believe 
in people.  We believe in partnerships.  
We believe things can be better.  Money 
is tight and change seems the only 
constant, but we believe that we are all 
better together.”    
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Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure

Buffalo’s Pride Parade
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Women of Distinction Luncheon
Buffalo Jewish Federation’s 

Women’s Philanthropy presented the 
biennial  luncheon which honored 
20 local heroines in our midst.  It  
took place June 16 at Temple Beth 
Tzedek, sharing the broad array of 
talented women volunteer leaders 
from our synagogues and agencies 
which make up vibrant and caring 
Jewish Buffalo.



42   www.jfedbflo.com | July 2017

J E W S  I N  T H E  N E W S

7ePpOe %eth 7zedeN Says FareweOO to Rabbi 1etter

FaPiOy -Xstice &enter 9oices $gainst 9ioOence
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Buffalo Jewish Coalition for 
/iteracy needs <28�

By Amy Heumann, 
Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy Co-chair

At a library table, a volunteer listens and provides gentle encouragement as 
three fourth graders take turns reading from copies of a book provided by their 
teacher. In a school hallway, a volunteer high fives with a third grader who has 
successfully completed an assignment. In a Pre-K classroom, a volunteer helps 
a four-year-old identify letters of the alphabet and then shares a special story.  

A classroom of first graders comes to the school library with their teacher to 
select books to take home and keep.  From tables filled with new and like-new 
books, the children choose three titles that appeal to them and then take them 
to be personalized.  Volunteers place glossy bookplates and a sticker with the 
child’s name inside each book’s front cover.  These volumes may be an addition 
to a small home library, or the only books he or she will ever own.  When the 
first graders leave clutching their books, a second grade class is already peering 
eagerly through the library door.

 These scenes, and countless others like them, occur at P.S. #80, Highgate 
Heights, where Buffalo Jewish Coalition for Literacy supports staff and students 
as they work to improve reading skills.  As school year 20016-2-017 draws to a 
close, BJCL celebrates its sixteenth year of service.  

Located just over the Amherst/Buffalo border, Highgate Heights sometimes 
seems like a world away from the relatively prosperous suburbs.  Many of the 
students who attend school here face challenges which most of us have never 
experienced.  At the same time, these children often remind me of my own.  
They delight in personal attention, love to share confidences, and bask in well-
deserved praise.  In short, they’re kids.

For the past twelve years, I’ve worked with young children, collected and 
distributed books to kids from Pre-K to fourth grade, met many wonderful 
volunteers, and found a way to feel challenged and fulfilled through BJCL.  This 
type of volunteerism isn’t for everyone.  But for those of us who enjoy connecting 
children with books, the rewards are immense.  

Does this sound like something you might enjoy? Do you have an hour or so 
each week to read with a child?  Would you like to assist with a book giveaway 
a few times a year?  Do you have children’s’ books to donate? If so, contact Ellen 
Goldstein (egoldstein@jfedbflo.org) for more information. In September, BJCL 
will begin its seventeenth year of service. We’d love to have you join us!



44   www.jfedbflo.com | July 2017

(NOT) THE LAST WORD

RUMMAGING THROUGH  
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By Robin Raphael

Have you ever dreaded taking on the task of cleaning out a basement or attic?  Here 
I was, a new retiree, asked to do just that for a not-for-profit organization called the 
Network of Religious Communities (NRC).  I did not know what I was getting into.  
Turns out that a job that was presumed to take six months is now still going strong 
after more than two years.  However, this has become a fascinating venture because of 
the history/artifacts, and in many cases, the treasures that have been uncovered.  

topic in Buffalo.  Perhaps a review of the 
NRC records (Box 158!) can facilitate the 
conversation that will begin in March.  

Buffalo was the site for major national 
demonstrations around abortion in 
1992.  As a result, the NRC facilitated the 
Buffalo Coalition for Common Ground 
which created a model for dealing with 

The Network of Religious Communities 
(NRC) is a venerable institution whose 
roots date back to 1857 (I know because 
we found the notebooks with the 
information just a few weeks ago).  It is 
an organization whose purpose is to find 
common ground among its constituent 
members:  all the major religions in the 
Western New York Area. The ability to 
work together when there are substantive 
differences in belief is so critical in this 
divisive era.  Buffalo Jewish Federation 
is a member agency of this interfaith 
organization which began as the Council 

of Churches.
However, this is a column about its 

history.  As a member of a very small 
group of people who committed to 
organizing the papers of the NRC and its 
predecessor organizations, I have found 
projects that the Network has preserved 
that could be right out of today’s 
headlines.  For example, the Coalition 
for Police and Community was created 
in Buffalo as a response to the beating of 
Rodney King.  This led to modifications 
in the Buffalo City Charter dealing with 
policing.  Once again this is a “hot” 

conflict over social policy issues. This 
model spread nationally.  The timeliness 
of these issues would suggest that the 
study of the history of community efforts 
who seek to work together would once 
again be valuable.  

The photos, newspaper articles and 
flyers we’ve found from days gone by 
have provided much comic relief as well.  
One of our favorites was the orange 
poster that states “I am pledged to 
FIGHT THE FILTH COLUMN. The poster 
has  a shield with the words CLEAN 
MINDS MAKE STRONG BODIES FOR 
GOOD CITIZENSHIP”.  The conclusion is 
“I do hereby agree that I will not possess, 
sell, lend or give away any indecent or 
suggestive book, magazine or article”.   
The proprietor signed the poster and 
displayed it.    

One of my favorite treasures is a 
handwritten letter dated 1909 written 
to the Honorable Board Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, Buffalo, NY.  The letter 
was written to “abolish the nuisance 
created by the Jacob Told Packing 
Company and Joseph Salter by driving 
their pigs and cattle through our streets 
between the hours of 3 AM and 7 AM and 
the yelling and whistling of the drivers 
greatly disturbs our night rest”.

Despite the dust, mold and cold, it has 
been an honor to find and organize these 
documents and photos that show how 
similar we are to our grandparents and 
great grandparents in so many  ways.  By 
inventorying these records along with a 
plan to digitize them for posterity, our 
goal is to make it easy for the reader to 
access this information.  We can then 
learn from our past and not reinvent the 
wheel every single time.  (And clean out 
the attic too!) 

Robin Raphael
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THEWOODSAT
BEAR CREEK

Glamping Resort

THEWOODSAT
BEAR 

Glamping Resort
CREEK

Come to The Woods at Bear Creek to see the 
transformation of  the former Camp Lakeland.  Plan 
your Family Reunion, Wedding, Bar & Bat Mitzvah, 
Anniversary Party, Ladies Escape, Men’s Weekend 
and Business Retreat.  Stay for just dinner or for the 
entire weekend.  Open year round to enjoy 750 acres 
of  pristine land with 16 luxury cabins, 2 cottages, 50 
camping tent sites, RV Park and The Bear Creek Lodge, 
a three meal restau-
rant featuring a 

u-shaped bar and dining room with treasured trophy 
mounts.  The all-day menu provides delicious options 
from wild game to fillet mignon and fresh salads.  
You can experience fishing, boating, swimming in 
the heated outdoor pool, basketball, tennis, trails for 
biking, hiking and cross country skiing, cabin dining 
and the world’s longest zip line at 1,400 feet.

  Experience Glamping at its finest!

3510 Bear Creek Road
Franklinville, NY 14737

thewoodsatbearcreek.com   716.676.2327
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